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The Role of th¢€ Parliamerft

Created after 1947, the Indian Parliament 1s an expression
of the faith that the people of India have 1n_principles of
dcmocracy.s These are participation by people in the

ng process and government by consent. The

€C1S1I0n-m
Parllament in our system has immense powers because it 1s
the representative of the people. Elections to the Parliament
are held 1n a similar manner as they are for the state
legislature. The Lok Sabha 1s usually elected once every five

L ¢ wiidbiia ars. The country 1s divided into numer constituenct
s . years. The country 1s divided into numerous constituencies
1 495 4 2| g Il SEEIR AHAR T : . : , . .
3 w5 as shown in the map on page 41. Each of these constituencies
fafi= TsHifa® T & o5 2 2 '

elects one person to the Parliament. The candidates
who contest elections usually belong to different
political parties.
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With the help of the table below, let us understand sdependents (ind)

4
this further. Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) 4
Results of the 17th Lok Sabha Elections, (May 2019) Communist Tacky ot tad e ikt ICFOOM) :
Political Party No. of MPs Indian Union Muslurn Lea?ue (IUML) 3
. Jammu and Kashmir National Conference (J & KNC) 3
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 303 Telugu Desam Party (TDP) 3
Indian National Congress (INC) 52 All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 2
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) 24 Apna Dal (Apna Dal) 2
All India Trinamool Congress (AITC) 22 g:f"m""if;:rly)°'f(';‘:; (CP) ;
: . iromani Akali Da
Yuvajana Sramika Rythu Congress Party (YSRCP) 22 Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) :
Shiv Sena (SS) 18 AJSU Party (AJSU) 3
Janata Dal (United) (JD (U)) 16 All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) 1
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 12 All India United Democratic Front (AIUDF) 1
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 10 Janata Dal (Secular) (JD(s)) 1
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) 9 :(T:;T:ac';:rr::'(x;;:&;(;)MM) :
Lok Jan Shakti Party (LJSP) 5 Mizo National Front (MNF) 1
Samajwadi Party (SP) 5 Naga Peoples Front (NPF) 1
National People’s Party (NPP) 1
Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (PDPP) 1
Rashtriya Loktantrik Party (RLP) 1
Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP) 1
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha (SKM) 1
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK) 1
Grand Total 543
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A | ST B ATfeTeRT o 3T U Use the table alongside to
Hrer faw T wvEt & I - answer the questions below:
' : Who will form the
1A TTRTT A2 12 government? Why?
faaer forment =gt SITUm? SRt F= Who will be present for
ftrent 872 discussions in the Lok Sabha?
| N . i Is this process similar to what
Ak AT H == o e = you have read about in
Iufega gin? Class VII?
T 9% Uiehar elm 7 ¥ ugrs T

wferar St & 272
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The photograph on page 28
shows results from the 3rd Lok
Sabha elections held in 1962.
Use the photograph to answer
the following questions:

a. Which state has the highest
number of MPs in the Lok
Sabha? Why do you think this
IS so?

b. Which state has the least
number of MPs in the Lok
Sabha?

c. Which political party has
won the most seats in all
states?

d. Which party do you think
will form the government? Give
reasons why.
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79 a@ifer! | 2009 H g YSEEl od |9 &
39 uftomg fa@m o € 3 gAEr o
dfa fet dt 57 & |91 § 9gqd sifee



Results of the 15th Lok Sabha Elections,

(May 2009)
Political Party No. of MPs
National Parties
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) 21
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 116
Communist Party of India (CPI) 4

Communist Party of India (Marxist) 16
(CPM)

Indian National Congress (INC) 206
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) 9

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 4
State Parties (Regional Parties)

All India Anna DMK (AIADMK) 9
All India Forward Bloc 2
All India Trinamool Congress 19
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) 14

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) 18
Jammu & Kashmir National Conference 3

Janata Dal (Secular) 3
Janata Dal (United) 20
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 2
Muslim League Kerala State Committee 2
Revolutionary Socialist Party 2
Samajwadi Party (SP) 23
Shiromani Akali Dal 4
Shiv Sena 1
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) 2
Telugu Desam (TDP) 6
Other Regional Parties 6
Registered Unrecognised Parties 12
Independents 9
Grand Total 543

Source: www.eci.nic.in
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The above table gives you the results of the 15th
Lok Sabha elections held in 2009. In these
elections, the INC got a large number of seats but
still not enough to emerge as the majority party in
the Lok Sabha. It, thus, had to form a coalition,
the United Progressive Alliance (UPA), with other
political parties who were its allies.
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OnrfCe elected, these candidates become Members @
of Parliament These MPs together make
up the Parliament. Once elections to the

arlhlament have taken place, the Parliament needs
to perform the following functions:
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(h) TR AR T AT HIAT To Select the National Government

S ——
e

Parliament of India consists of the President, the Rajya

R A gL 99 FArEl e Sabha and the Lok Sabha. A fter the Lok Sabha elections,
T gE TR Sel_gl(GEE : a list 1s prepared showing how many MPs belong to
TSHfaE T & fFay 9iEe : : each political party. For a political party to form the
= X YOV nt, they must have a majorty of elected MPs.

7o TR T Al (A 3§ faifaa gree s governmen, (e ARE |
4( Since there are 543 elected (plus 2 Anglo-Indian
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nominated) members in Lok Sabha, to have a majority
a party should hayet least halt the number 1.e. 272
members or mare. The Opposition in Parliament 1s
olitical parties that are not part

ﬁaﬁaw}%ﬁ’zqﬁﬂm)m%lm
ErReC e éﬁmaﬁawﬁﬁzﬂ
% UH HH H F 272 WL EE I = 3
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One of the most important functions of the Lok
Sabha 1s to select the executive. The executive, as

FriafernT 09 oM &1 e =Tt gtrﬁ 4T gr{[ you read in Chapter 1, 1s a group of persons who
EEICRIL A F @M a,,—{:] & foru fr work together to implement the laws made by the

FHT % S B TER IE F W EC Parliament. This executive 1s often what we have
TR Sed § SFE A w2 in mind when we yse th¢yerm government.
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mmummamﬁ .

: Minister of India is the leader of the
varty 1n the Lok Sabha.]From the MPs who
elong to her party, the Prime Minister selects
ministers to work with her to implement
decisions. These ministers then take charge of
different areas of government functioning like
health, education, finance etc.
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ast 1t has been difficult
ye) the majority that

ST H w2 ToHifas o fee T 1S rcqulrcd to form the gov ernment. They then
. . B join together with different pWho
y € 3R ol Hﬁl W FH T 2 are interestfd/i.nfsﬁﬂar conceras~ 1o form what 1s

known as a coalitio vernment.
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TUE W [HA T AN AR AN WY wAiE F a9 2 o g e, T saed SR faRe waeE & W 2 SR
AR A =F ¢ el AIIEA AR e HAe 5ud ¥ R WK % 3 e 7 fee #1 fafa= sewal § fem €
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These two buildings of the Central Secretariat, the South Block and North Block were built during the 1830s. The photo on the left is of the South
Block which houses the Prime Minister's Office (PMO), the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of External Affairs. The North Block is the photo on

the right and this has the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Home Affairs. The other ministries of the Union Government are located in various
buildings in New Delhi.
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T | A FY Y I o Todl Wi F 9 H FwW The Rajya Sabha functions primanly as the representative
21 77 9 ft oG F T 1 e G Ex g e FE W of the states of India in the Parliament. The Rajya Sabha
faerr 1 FH & ®9 | 1] % o fou 78 984 8 7% 38 W can also initiate legislation and a bill is required to pass
T 941 i i 'q'ilﬂ L 355'1 21l 39 YR 19 99 &1 4 gd through the Rajya Sabha in order to become a law. It,
Hewayul e Bl 81 HEE T 98 HaA ol 99 g1 uIia fR therefore, has an important role of reviewing and altering
T FFH F T F ¥ 3l 3w S 7 i S Hem (if alterations are needed) the laws inmitiated by the Lok
FT 21 T T F T F G e o ) s Slabha.]'l‘hc nl\)cmbc:.s :f t]hc R:lu\'l Salzha arlc; l.clcctcfd by. the
DI gy T Miaiaiay © clected members of the Legislative Assemblies of various
AR 12 T3 TUfd # 3R ¥ THAE R S 2

states. There are 233 elected members plus 12 members
nominated by the President.
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@ B. To Control, Guide and Inform the Government
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a1 o wfafafe el & 9Ru S #1995
q o gy fed off 9me # 9gd
B 81 i ad & Wy GaeE o faued 2@

U 3eH YUt 3781 Fd 1 F TEHR HI Afadl IR Frawa

F1 HIFF H1 GFH A4 € R AT Fifqd & foau samdq
2 2

The Parliament, while in session, begins with a question hour.
The question hour 1s an important mechanism through which
MPs can elicit information about the working of the
government. This 1s a very important way through which
the Parliament controls the executive. By asking questions
the government 1s alerted to 1ts shortcomings, and also comes
to know the opinion of the people through their
representatives in the Parliament, 1.e. the MPs. Asking
questions of the government 1s a crucial task for every MP.
The Opposition parties play a critical role in the hcalth_\'
functioning of a democracy. They highlight drawbacks in
various policies and programmes of the government and
mobilise popular support for their own policies.
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The following is an example of a question asked in Parliament.

wHE ¥ YB MU UE WA W IARIU
3 Lok Sabh
% | 4
Unstarred Question No: 48 Answered On: 15.12.2017
S 48 Converge of Schemes for Children
s 1
fadi® 15 gt 2017 F1 3W F fom r9¢
: Manoj Rajori
awdl % fou AEs w1 e i b atos
Will the Minister of Women and Child Development be pleased to state:-
48. = WA= g (a) whether the Government proposes to converge various schemes and policies for children in
- the country;
7 wigen 3R 4@ fawm W 72 999§ F0 w0 F . (b) if so, the details thereof; and;

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?
(%) : 0 e %1 2 o w=a & fow fafis gl ol il = o 5 = fea 8

(@) ; afx ¥, @ st =i w2 s Answer

(m) : o A, W v o § Minister of State in the Ministry of Women and Child Development (Dr. Virendra Kumar)

™= (a) to (c) The Ministry has developed the National Plan of Action for Children 2016 which

, X & : : : largely draws upon the existing programmes and schemes of various Ministries/Departments.

o W 3 WYL A o ol It provides a framework for convergence and co-ordination between Ministries/Departments

(%) | (M) : Te" q UL T T G, 2016 F HwHE fFw T W e f&iem vy and State/UTs Governments and encourages collective action from all stakeholders to address

fawmil %1 R A vA wTEEl T s #) s s fa A 0e wewn) |9 7 multi-dimensional vulnerabilities experienced by children. The National Plan of Action for

T WA & SV UE T & T E TE W WENE # A O T 1 agsian s Children 2016 categorizes children’s rights under four key priority areas; (i) Survival, Health

W WHE & fo wei et | s wvEr W weie w5 §) T W W e, 2016 and Nutrition, (i) Education and Development, (iii) Protection and (iv) Participation. It identifies

Tl F AEW F WuiTES & WR WP G S (1) Iaveiiam, e ve aee (2) fen key programmes, schemes and policies as well as stakeholders for the implementation of
v frwr, (3) Weam 3 (4) smived § witga sl 1w fafes worife & wwieem % different strategies.

W wTAEE, WAnH uE Aen g feauws w9 fafen w0 €
WA - hitp //loksabha mic in Source: http:/fioksabha.nic.in
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EAE 37 s ai®l § 4 UF ¢ foae "egm 8§ T8 Wa
FA ¢ SAufaradl & ®9 § 995 & fEta, fEf o w
gfaa & 4 9iEe %1 UF 9 i w6 € 3R T8
YRATE Wiehad 1 TF g&1 JAAH 2

The government gets valuable feedback and 1s kept on 1ts
toes by the questions asked by the MPs. In addition, 1n all
crs dealing with finances, the Parliament’s approval 1s

crucial for the government. This 1s one of the several ways
in which the Parliament controls, guides and informs the
government. The MPs as representatives of the people have

a central role in controlling, guiding and informing
Parliament and this 1s a key aspect of the functioning of
Indian democracy.
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SIS UYH @& WTeAW | wigen 3w !"ft"‘ atb,°"°,q‘:,°s,ﬁ°"- “"‘:tt
- Sl R wht information is being soug
e 2 LU L from the Minister of Women
SURTAR ¥ and Child Development?
37T 3717 W8S 24 af -9 21 If you were a Menrber of
S Parliament (MP), list two
HqaTeT 4o questions that you would like

to ask.
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T HA foha g a9 d &2

A a9 § TE2 F TH Feeaqu T e 81 7@ wiwa , | | |
% T W A T5d $1 AR W gEE e 9IS & fafa The Parliament has an important role in making laws.
Ty € fedl @m %A & fau 2mEe 39| € 9% T & There are many ways through which this takes place
faoier € fF o8 @i o 9 o1 @ g9=E & ufd and 1t 1s often different groups 1n soctety that raise the
Hageiiel g1l 3 29 & =iq fem &1 waret fFre o ¥a9e need for a particular law. An important role of
% WA A AR R fEw F qhAm W FHA T Parliament s to be sensitive to the problems faced by
sk 1 el people. Let us read the following story to understand
how 1ssue of domestic violence was brought to the
attention of Parliament and the process adopted for
this 1ssue to become law.

How Do New Laws Come About?
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39 Toama W 9=umT 91 & ST The word ‘arbitrary’ has been used
e T 3 ST §1 AT 1 & v earlier in this book and you've read
TFaT o mm wAeE Ug o what the word means in the Glossary

of Chapter 1. The word ‘sedition’ has
been included in the Glossary of this
chapter. Read the Glossary

21| 319 Ush HIUT "arsv & 3y
1870 o TTSGIE &I il HAETAT

I Ad €1 1870 1 TSEIE i descriptions of both words and then
f| YT A o ITEA & S answer the following questions:
HTAT £ 7

State one reason why you think the
Sedition Act of 1870 was arbitrary? In
what ways does the Sedition Act of
1870 contradict the rule of law?
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GENDER EQUALITY

requs y al
1 gins

Taa fawm @1wa 5 dfe TaEa

www.in.undp.org
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v IfER #1 #E 59 T59 (AMAR W 9fd) W F1 FE G (IR W o) & Wy

ARG a1 €, 39 912 TEdd €, I AU AYEl 9 HI UHH! a1 @ 9l FEeEa: 39 Wy fEm
FE W1 2| 3G H1 T8 THAM VRIS ARUE 91 GEeds 90 o HR0 ed Sahdl ¢ T8
v difEes, 99 a1 e enfeds vigor st 81 g 81 e fem A, 2005 W afgensi w1 geem
1 g | ‘wie]’ WIS 1 GEg #1 3R s e 9 G @1 o uE wfgend ot e T
=1 fezm At Sd S e = o1 P9 % WY U € weE | ‘wd A w g g

Domestic violence generally refers to the injury or harm or threat of injury or harm
caused by an adult male, usually the husband, against his wife. Injury may be caused by
physically beating up the woman or by emotionally abusing her. Abuse of the woman can
also include verbal, sexual and economic abuse. The Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act 2005 extends the understanding of the term ‘domestic’ to include all
women who ‘live or have lived together in a shared household’ with the male member

who is perpetrating the violence.




HEE 2006
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October 2006

Not just women, Violence-free homes
will benefit everyome. Kusum, it's taken
ek 2 long ime 10 get Bhis law passed
In fact, it began with establshing the
need for 2 new baw,

Shara, ¢id you read today's
newspapers? lsa't it 2 great
day for momen?

} Kusum and Shazia work for 3
women's organisation, They
remember the jouney of how
the Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act
got passed,

April 1991: A typical day at their office..

Unfortunately
the existing law
s 3 crnminal one
and does not offer
these options

| do not want to go to
the police. | just want
to stop the violerce

| need advce. My fwshand beaty me
v | harven't told anyone 50 fac | feel
0 akamed. | can't go on Mee thi
anymore. But | have nowhere to go

sm being
l-treated by my
son and daughter-
in-law They
verbaty abuse me. |
hawe 20 Btoess
my Sank accounts
They may even

st don't want to
e thrown oud of the
howe | am lvng in
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1990 & zvr% | fafa= @91 @ & Fu 3 1 5 336 = 1999 | FHIel, B1F & faafdal A3 gars J@fasl & Fme '=fad
Feltaea’ A WLHAN 9491 & 4% W few (T5H9W va qeen) f@adas
1 HHIE 997 fwan 78 fadas +1 aga 51 @ &1 9 =

v Wt ufeensil #) sy wh #1 o v
fs nfgend aredtz | a9 awd £, 3 a9

wHM § T wwd ¥ %t 9w W fok gt
TEd ® TER T & 9W qt | fwzd & few

»

T 9E] T W @A e e
Wt sfeen ¥ W FF F TEq @
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Throughout the 1990s, the need for a new law was In 1999, Lawyers Collective, a group of lawyers, law students and
raised in different forums. activists, after nation-wide consultations took the lead in

drafting the Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection) Bill.
This draft bill was widely circulated.

We've heard testimonies of several women.
We've seen that women want protection
against being beaten, the right to continue
living in a shared household and often
temporary relief. We need a new civil law to
address this issue.

The law should cover any women
living within a shared domestic space.
They should be protected from being
evicted from the shared household

The definition of
domestic violence
should include
physical, economic,
sexual and verbal and
emotional abuse.

What about some
monetary relief?

T\
S

-

-'J
. .
A
' |
-




=1 ufesn W st 19 wfesn sam 4 9ud wrd sfafy =
57 e w1 T

fadgw ¥ wxem e £ ww wee e
wenfan sftayre &4 wemm w0 £

w e wrR b et afyenad &

frm-gen o & sfasn € S
4 nf # oin win fre 9 uw s
gfvew 4o = w1

T 2006 ¥ US HERa

w0 gfisnst W1 oea B
wom W W s, ol
el o we ¥ seed ud o
fren s o foerd
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Esteemed members of the Parlamentary
Standing Committee... the present Bill must be

changed. We do nat agree with the definition recommendations (o the Rajya >abha

of domestic violence being proposed t ! i ¢ e Lok

- The Comn [ { ! of
The law needs to provide the demands ol the w .

for temporary custody of

At a press conference in
October 2006

This law is a first in recognising a
woman's right to a violence-free

home and provides a comprehensive
definition of domestic vialence.

This i a civil law aimed at
providing relief to millions of
women, including wives,
mothers, daughters and
sisters affected by violence
in their homes

The press conference continues...
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This law is a very significant step because it
recognises ... The right of women to live in a
shared household... women can get a
protection order against any further
violence... Women can get monetary relief to
meet their expenses including medical costs,

Now begins another
long journey ..

Why is this an
important law?

Yes, now the government
has to ensure that this
law is implemented and
enforced.
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‘oie] fewr’ | 3y & wweEd 7 fewr «i ren wfgansd & 7w @A
" &M ¥ q g AfUwR ure gu §7?

& a1 | S i 3TaTE S o forg femar mar #1?

IqTTa faasar-uz &t gt aaeu fd & 3 &= 9 27 afel ¥ 999
T 91 Far?

What do you understand by ‘domestic violence'? List the
two rights that the new law helped achieve for women who
are survivors of violence.

Can you list one process that was used to make more people
aware of the need for this law?

From the above storyboard, can you list two different ways in
which people lobbied Parliament?
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Equal Rc|ationships

are Violcncc ree

E_qual Rclationsl‘rips

are Violence [ree

faq sital & =y fem =
TR g # 3 AWEn W
difza wrn = #1 99 geTa @
T4 % fou oivd aw-aw |
i FTdt &1 gafe 3% difga
H1 T ' GEEA FEA @
ATqT 2| 39 AU = F AY
& W T ®

Often women who face
violence or are abused are
seen as victims. But women
struggle in several different
ways to survive these
situations. Therefore, it is
more accurate to refer to
them as survivors rather
than as victims.
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A H faU U UeT & ‘auedt &
fiya fewr 9 qaa’ areg @3 9 U
T AU 87

In the following poster, what
do you understand by the
phrase 'Equal Relationships are
Violence Free'?
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T IR H WE @ S ¢ & A 1 g wEE

As the above example shows, the role of citizens 1s crucial in

¥ et 318w 21 A a1 Fi f5asl F1 FHA F TR E TH & helping Parliament frame different concerns that people might
foTu Gug 1 ¥2g FT GFd 8 39 UHA & B 900 H AR have into laws. From establishing the need for a new law to its
& A= agd A W@t 81 98 AaE Selifas [9e, rEgani being passed, at every stage of the process the voice of the
& G, FEd TERl 3R AW qWist % 9 Al 3R = citizen 1s a crucial element. This voice can be heard through
FI S Hhdl 21 39 91 99R 9AH o IR 995 1 F19 39 TV reports, newspaper editorials, radio broadcasts, local
3R UrEet q05F ¥ SHA & 99 37T 2 meetings - all of which help in making the work that Parhament

does more accessible and transparent to the people.
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TR 3T faaEme wrE

mmwﬁhfmﬁtm

FFA TE F 3 2 S Aoz seiEhE w8
FT4 HaufTh 9 F 39 B8 & FRO FHA
2| f5 ot =% <l %1 79 Tl T e 5
mmmwwm.mw -

Unpopular and Controversial Laws

Let us now look at the situation where the Parliament passes
laws that turn out to be very unpopular. Sometimes a law can
be constitutionally valid and hence legal, but it can continue to
be unpopular and unacceptable to people because they feel

that the intention behind it 1s unfair and harmful. Hence, people
might criticise this law, hold public meetings, write about it 1n
newspapers, report to TV news channels etc. In a democracy
like ours, citizens can express their unwillingness to accept
repressive laws framed by the Parliament. When a large number
of people begin to feel that a wrong law has been passed, then
there is pressure on the Parliament to change this.

m% zﬁaﬁéﬂﬂﬁq}éﬁﬁmﬁl T
3 AN TEE g §91C SH a1 Z99% 1] FA o ai |5
Y FTEHld =9 FT THd 81 94 9gd 9N @ T8 HEA
od & f&F e wrE oift| 2 T @ @ 99 & W o 39
FHA W @A fG9R FE &1 9| gsa 2




T o 39 FA # faay w1 @
of St |t G =E W vEd
& fom sem-sem T 7 w91
= 7] a% f Sl W ot 24 ggEE
F TE -G BT o1 T
U # 9% TER U ufawias
w2 ot T & AR g8 A

_ HAfUFR Azew IE g3 fawe

3 FeaEy 1964 H A0ifiE sAfuEn
&mﬁmﬁwwmw#ﬁawmmw,mwi,
frgd wm F wg1 2, 9 oA s o T s § T,
wmmdﬁmdmﬁaﬁtmm&;mwmﬁm
TR FA H AT 5 dpam ) frew sifee = R
AT FTO A wE W U oy g e e aw o
A W E AR T T W g et v e 2 @
foei sl FTE w1 @ FEe

& fog wod frg &) wen 7 %1 7w

4 A yel o & T el e

AF 1 - FMfER] "fgen 7 1 fFgar

1955 %1 U% vaq Al & fau a9 °

HYA Hiz 3123 9 FER w7 9

As you read in the earlier section
on the rule of law, Indian
nationalists protested and

criticised arbitrary and
repressive laws being enforced
by the British. History provides
us with several examples of
people and communities who
have struggled to end unjust
laws. In your Class VIl book, you
read of how Rosa Parks, an
African-American woman,
refused to give up her seat on a
bus to a white man on 1
December 1955. She was

BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

protesting the law on
segregation that divided up all
public spaces, including the
streets, between the whites and
the African-Americans. Her
refusal was a key event that
marked the start of the Civil
Rights Movement, which led to
the Civil Rights Act in 1964,
which prohibited discrimination
on the basis of race, religion or
national origin in the US.A.
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e o fau, Tmufasr #1 et & o e &

For example, vanous municipal laws on the use of space within

T § Hafed ﬁfq:' :Fm FA H Tl W gFEMA municipal limits often make hawking and street vending illegal.
AT SR E T F R St T ) sed wiE No one will dispute the necessity for some rules to keep the
H2E T T WEwH W 1 WH-GI 3R g W & public space open so that people can walk on the pavements
fer o FHr w80 € aft @ AEE  Gemel W casily. However, one also cannot deny that hawkers and

| WA BH 3H 9 Rl W TR TE H Hehd R vendors provide essential services cheaply and efficiently to
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Tl Al UE B el et ot @2 wet # @ At anEl an §
& & H9 IR e 9gd Tl HiHd W IR Foearges N . : .
e gy NN bk B it lx\clnhm)d: I lc.ncc, if the law favours one group and'dl.srcgard.s
the other i1t will be controversial and lead to conflict. People

FA 55 % a9 1 feuga #ta € 3R 9 99 &

y who think that the law is not fair can approach the court to
3941 FTA & N IW W o we @ sz i e decide on the 1ssue. The court has the power to modify or

I @ ST S S | 2 f wafud FIT Hel Tl g cancel laws 1f 1t finds that they don’t adhere to the (I()nstinngi()n.
3 30 Y2 W HEc & o s@ea %1 W0 § o 9d §) 3R

FeTerd H UE o § fF 9w e d@faum & fawg @
¢ T4 GUYA HT GFdl © A1 39 T/ FL GFhdl 2

the millions living in a large city. This 1s their means of
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Read the newspapers/watch news
on TV for a week and find out if
there are any unpopular laws that
people in India or around the
world are currently protesting.

wEl 3T & = fang & w® T

List the three forms of protest
that you see in the above
photos.
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4 39 9 &1 A @A A9 & amfe & ' 9 9 gue

We need to remember that our role as citizens does not end

‘Iﬁﬁ»‘l yfafafea = RG] & WY @cH 8l eidl| 39 9% 89 with electing our representatives. Rather, 1t 1s then that we
IEanl AR 3= T9R WAl & 91U 39 919 9 F9R @d begin to use newspapers and the media to carefully chart the
TTF TR OO W FL® B IR BH ol € T 9 wEl work that 1s being done by our MPs and criticise their actions
FM TE FL R E a9 B9 IAFT ST FW 21 39 UFR 2o when we feel 1t 1s required. Thus, what we should bear in mind
T4 AW F T A § TE aifen fw B ARRE L L 1s that 1t 1s the extent, i.nv()lvcmcnl‘and L"mhusiasm of ic
feaer BNt it fad S @ 9 2, 39 @ wEE A people that helps Parliament perform its representative

funcuons properly.

YA HH Wl 27 9§ FE ° "eg e




9

ﬁwﬁanmmﬁaﬁmﬁnﬁm@aﬁmﬁmmmm7

)4 o THGF FAE & 1 TR G
ﬁmm*w&ﬁiﬁmﬁﬁm
AT A9 &9 % HIGE FT #7872
émﬂﬁrﬁmaﬁtvg@

F1 B IR FB H A W F HA
22

A a1 o fF 9 o
7 WTEA e’ § @ &' Fd G

g U T HEE (FE HER) == 12 O AETRN

) 1 B 81 9 &9 & s’}/
7 | Hafud gEae &
efefEa arfersh! &1 98-

Q=

: www.eci.gov.in. g
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Exercises

1. Why do you think our national movement supported the

idea that all adults have a right to vote?

2. In this 2004 map of Parliamentary constituencies
alongside, roughly identify the constituencies in your
State. What is the name of the MP from your FINTIN,
constituency? How many MPs does your state have? 2y FI A0S _f
Why are certain constituencies coloured green while '
others are coloured blue?

3. You have read in Chapter 1 that the

R : . _ TOTAL SEATS 543
Parliamentary form of government’ that exists ————

in India has three tiers. This includes the ~\sca4
Parliament (central government) and the sta7
various State Legislatures (state governments). e
Fill in the following table with information on s » Source: WWWw.eci.gov.in
the various representatives from your area:

}
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T TqIHT &g THT

FH G/A Tolas <o A9 7 ° 22
A9 a7 9 fraffaa wfafifa $9 22
st F1 W TaE T faue § &2
foe @ Fa g 97

3T g9 Ha 7

e T A feat afeen wfafafy &2

State Government Central Government

Which political party/parties is/are
currently in power?

Who (name) is the current
representative from your area?

Which political parties currently
form the Opposition?

When were elections last held?

When will the next elections
be held?

How many women representatives
are there (from your state)?
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4. e e W 73 FA feg @ a0, qfeen gwe A 39 i | Aem-3rem alies 9 F giHa
fuE, 39 3 vl | fafau)

4. Re-read the storyboard on how a new law on domestic violence got passed. Describe in your
own words the different ways in which women’s groups worked to make this happen.
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N\

T el Se W 379 enfd 31 3 39 99 § %19 FE 39 A9E § 98 v 595 % 9"
I g Genfa (fraifaa wfaffis & meam Q) ot 992 § @ #1370 9910 @4 &
&, aF 929 § e fwE T 2

TEE- THH Haeid T9El 41 T6l & diehiield T39S | B €1 39 3 U 3Eyd Y F1 S
TTE % 9% fFd ot 5@ F 9gaa 7 faer =5 feufa F 9 9@ TS & faw e T 2

FAHEE - THH A UE ufifrafadi | € sl guensi #1 FE AEE gaE SYaed @ e 2

yrereEr- et =afaq @ 9 o Sl oo I 39 =R F1 3 39 A9 9 e 99 6
T TFR & FIHHTE T ANEH 1 AR 9 84 Al SAeraT & fae w2

fasmrowy- 9@ 9 dfew w9 9% fasm #1 ufema =1 fa@asy 81 9 81 AWaR W 39 e F1 99
oo 1 YAt F1 R wenfa & fawm #1 avia A & T fE o @) 39 s o fawmswn #

Haoid 39 9 9 ¢ fF afeensii #1 g e @ qan wam 0 #1 founr e ow w sfaw swda
FMA & w9 ° fasfga gam
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GLOSSARY

Approval: To give one's consent to and be favourable towards something. In the context of
this chapter, it refers both to the formal consent (through elected representatives) that
Parliament has as well as the fact that it needs to continue to enjoy the people's trust.

Coalition: A temporary alliance of groups or parties. In this chapter, it refers to the alliance
formed by political parties after elections when no party has been able to get adequate
seats to form a clear majority.

Criticise: To find fault with or disapprove of a person or thing. In the context of this chapter,
it refers to citizens finding fault with the functioning of government.

Evolution: Process of development from a simple to a complex form and is often used to
discuss the development of a species of plants or animals. In the context of this chapter it
refers to the way in which protecting women against domestic violence developed from an
urgently-felt need to a new law that can be enforced throughout the country.
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THEIE- 94 TFHR H1 U ol ¢ % 39 faars wfaaw O 21 @ ¢ a1 fagie fem n w1 % o 39
e Fel o 21 o frafa § www w5 R # frwed & fau 3| gea #1 96w @ e
1870 & TSAIE Ua o 3iaiid 30T TR TSIEIE 1 9gd SA19% UICHHl &1 35dare ot ot formsn
4 3 FA & ded a9 SAfe #1 iRwar #3 Sa 9 26 96d 91 TRl Ad 36 HHA 5
Tl G 9 #iTe agd |91 @ & gt | 9g a9 ot @1 9arg sra ot 3% fae gEem
9ee &1 S § 2 T S e

TR - A 3R wfas faem @1 Afysafa #1353 & fou gei 9 e wnfm s 33 seam
H 39 FIA HI THAFH FE T 2 S A Fi 9gd im0 4 b s@ € e s awm A 4
A 9 Fed qfea difas Afus 1 79ue 3 9 ff 3% 39 2

Sedition: This applies to anything that the government might consider as stirring up resistance or rebellion
against it. In such cases, the government does not need absolute evidence in order to arrest persons.
Under the Sedition Act of 1870, the British had a very broad interpretation of what constituted sedition,

and what this meant was that they could arrest and detain any person they wanted under this Act. The
nationalists considered this law arbitrary because persons were arrested for a variety of reasons that were

seldom clarified beforehand as well as because those arrested were often kept in jail without a trial.

Repressive: To control severely in order to prevent free and natural development or expression. In the
context of this chapter it refers to laws that brutally control persons and often prevent them from exercising
their Fundamental Rights including Right to Speech and Assembly.

Unresolved: Situations in which there are no easy solutions to problems.










