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How
the State
Government

Works
discussed the

fact that government works at
three levels - locaf; state and
national - and logked at the .
work of local government in
some detail. In this chapter,
we examine the work of the
governmept at the state

level. How does.this take

place in a democracy?

Whaw
Member of the

Legislatiye Asserabhly

(MLA) and Ministers? How
do people express their
views or demand action
from government? We look
at these questions through
the example of health.
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By : Karan Sir

WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY?

AR TR

'\\\\\!‘\ (/luu‘t
\\'—\:’,( - [l

Hey, look at-thte—itss at

there igd water shortage in
our =RRe-people are

fallig sick!
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ges, people were found to be

' ;W Streams have dried up, and

so have tanks.Tn the worst-affected areas, villagers
have been carrying water across great distances.”

“.®3 Wal § @M NEen g 9| gu 9 T
-9 3R AEE g@ T §) g0 T | uwifaa
sﬁmnrﬁaam?gumﬁmmm%n
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o e e = et “People at the district HQ Patalpuram receive water v
foen WA, e | A ow dE A ww am P supply once in three days.The District Hospital here is

wrﬁ 1 HEme . 4 ?nm 2 ael . fsran._ .f?fm F | m‘rm e Ovedlowing with patients - a large number of whom :".1
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On the TV news, they said ten people
have died from diarrhoea! Is that
possible? Can one really die from it?

Who knows? Just
hope | don't get it!
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39 a7 e o That afternoon...

qit wuft 4 Fw1 € fF aen d F9 3= My mother said not to have any iced

& 9 #1 3S gaAw IWA AT TH l drinks from the market. She gave one of

g g9 g R@, g soi gwa #6 \\ R her lectures this morning,"“You have to
m et few, foréen” N\ b

e responsible for your health,
B, Shirin!”
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I F FNU 9 9% &z 2 o a3 This road is blocked dye g the rally.
Gl;;fﬁ w1 S w e B They have gheraoed 'ence.

gl wifeT #? IeR - e-e A |mda sy Really! Why? Has Ha ha — they

Fo %1 fem ¢ 77 § FW W fean he done something? (§ seem more angry
s i @ 2, IR Y about what he

e hasn't done!
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...and we demand that the

.3 79 7z min g E-fe sfuerd authorities take immediate action to

Ta @y #1 frufa w g0 9= bring the public health situation
> fﬂv \ ;| s " under control! Our MLA must take

: _ 2 the responsibility for this!
" TH& famEd & 92
- \

’
-
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What a loud voice he has...he must be
a leader or something...

Shh...I saw himonTV
too. He is a member of
the Opposition!
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AR H A 82 F A A &9 & AU A T, §
yfifea €2 0 vt van 2 fF 9 ffm ot & €72

fauraw & g 31 faurs’ (wuey,) @ 9@
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Who is an MLA?

In the above section, you have read about some
events in Patalpuram. You may be familiar with some
official names such as Collector, Medical Officer, etc.
But have you heard of an MLA and the Legislative
Assembly? Do you know the MLA of your area? Can
you identify which party she or he belongs to?

Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs) are
elected . e. They then become me
of the(legislative assembly and also form th

| — LA~

/







NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies [ gy : Karan Sir

—
NATTYIH | o941 &1 |l &8¢ What is happening in Patalpuram ?
g8 QEET ZAEr THIT AT 87 Why is this problem serious?
ATger fa=me | JUHFI frafa o What action do you think can be
&l had 33T ST qhd T%T 97 <=1 taken in the above situation and
f&ar |1 9adar ? 3T 3TUR who do you think should take this
HEr e a8 & & =nfEu action? Discuss.

T 39 A W A wre 87 A%bcmda( M(/ P‘

Gl = M2
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Ao+ e & w19 39 vreETateE
UT Tl HITAU- THEYET, 9Hd
g, fratew a7, agua, aaree

T T 3799 T o a9 o
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qaree 9c AR faudt a7
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Discuss the following terms with
your teacher-public meeting,
States in India, constituency,
majority, ruling party and
opposition.

Can you explain the following
terms-majority, ruling party,
opposition with reference to your
state.
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INDIA
POLITICAL

D
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T n fa a7 T4 él aoured ‘,n,r,'r,,“,'. e Ihe abor

thum "T-'.'.a'-'.'. map of !l,'.'.J,'_I.

FWas & 92 111 W Ry 10 g & T
4 9ige § @1 WEld 95y
() amq fog 79 9 wd & 3571 map given on page 123

(faie o) 1 l.' i ".'u';". } ’.' ./H’li

{simg a pencil onlitne the following om Ik
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dAfscifea 3rHaell & Hag a1 fau=as & 959 94 9 d

——
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g 91 3N AT T2 81 S|
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government. In this way we say that the MLAs
represent people. The example below will help us
understand this better.

\/l(/(»='%ut/"

G
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méﬁamm

Every state in India has a Legislative Assembly.
Each state is divided into different areas or
constituencies. For example, look at the map below.
[t shows that the state of Himachal Pradesh is divided
onstituencies. From each
€ people elect one representative who

faeras = H@M dl 21 394 991 <91 |  "constituency)

FAUIE 3 % q &N 3AT-3767 Uifddl & 9 ° @2 8| | then becom

21 zafere 3 faurs 3rem-afem UsHifas <ol & e 81 | | (MLA). You would

therelore, belong to

S
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(amﬁmwm aﬁmg@wﬁmaﬁﬁ
2?7 fom uoHifas s & fauas 2y 9 sifvs famEe

EEEE TR T ¥ 39 361 F1 AgHd § W 20
TEHT WG _H AT TSHIds ga HI T 9 SR T

wa'r#( 1 e 2 s O G s e I L
%ﬂﬁamaﬁﬁuﬂumnﬁw@mmm

How do people who are MLAs become ministers or
chief minister? A political party whose MLAs have
won more than half the number of constituencies in
a state can be said to be in a majority. The political
party that has the majority is called the ruling party
and all other members are called the opposition. For
example, the Legislative Assembly of the state of
Himachal Pradesh has 68 MLA constituencies.
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Jammu and Kashmir

Uttarakhand
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fewrere wawr ® 2017 ® gu faurmwr 9@ & wfomm

LU 1 91 M = Fw OHEA
GRAE A T (FLTTL)  cooererrereensrsessssesssssssesssessssseses 44
e WA FH (FTETAHL) coeeeereseeereesssseeessssssenns 21
FFE G HE W (THHERE) coecricernsniesinnns 1
fea (S fFft T &F T &) s 2
B N ox

—

Results of the Assembly Elections in Himachal Pradesh in 2017

Political party Number of MLAs elected
B IAIR SR I CUC R Caomsominimmoimitssienmnaimmincanstsmessins 44
Indian National Congress (INC) ......oocrmcsnnmisnssssssmsssnes 21
Communist Party of India (Marxist).........mmmmmcmmemssssonss |
Independents (who don’t belong to any party) ... 2
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fafs= uerifas <ol & S=figa® 4 2017 &1 faumg
ﬁarac-ﬁm maﬁ*mmmnfa*mmngmfaﬁm

e faurTE T |
mqﬁaﬁufwmmamma@afw

D A A & Egl 9 w9 fauras

faust =51 o 9= 99 MU 3@ ISR A IfEeEH AvEe

Wﬁﬁ.ﬁﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁumwéﬁm
v faumaes 35 & 9 faiedt ve o 9 o= wifdar

T AN HD Hecid Sear St 9, Sl gAE SRt A 9
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Candidates from various political parties won the
2017 assembly elections and became MLAs. Since
the total number of MLAs in the Legislative Assembly
is 68, a political party would have needed to have
more than 34 MLAs in order to gain a majority. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) with 44 MLAs had the
majority and it became the ruling party. All other MLAs
became the opposition. In this case, the Indian National
Congress (INC) was the major opposition party, since it
had the largest number of MLAs after the BJP. Among
the opposition were other parties, including those who
had been elected as independent candidates.
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9E &

?55 faums T @ &1 994
Fd €, S GEIHE 991 of 39 AR | YRAE S 91l &

Taumreni 3 4 SIFU ST W A9 A 9 AR 3 g
=5 &1 994 il ¢l 9919 & 9%

& 70| T 9% =
T F

St 3R 3w+t fafa w5 2
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—th@‘G ernor of the state who a

ruling party will elect their leader who wil) become
the chief minister. In this case, the BJP MLAs chose

Shri Jairam Thakur as thg ader and he became
the chief mipister—The ¢R inister then selects
other peggle as minister®_Alter the elections, it is

e chief

After the elections, the MLAs beloniing to the

minjbter and other nginiste
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)

fae ae 9 Gl A o 8L Agdl 1audl qal oh,

T=1 faual W == @ & fou e 2h 2 29 a6
F9 faurgst =1 el Seer 8 9 8- o faums &
mﬁﬁh@ﬁﬁéﬁmﬁlgw al § &W 3w 9|

QO' -o?@v &)‘L\ "
V4

The chief minister and other ministers have the
respon51b111ty of running various government

| departments or ministries. They have separate offices.
A Legislative Assembly is a place where all the MLAs,
whether from the ruling party or from the opposition
meet to discuss various things. Hence, some MLAs
have dual responsibilities: one as an MLA and the
other as a minister. We will read about this further.
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WU WY & A1 ° 99 374
YS9l Wi dlfcienl H 2@ | 3% U
Afetent & ®9 § IYE0)

fraai-arfafaat & FEr s
9T &h1 A9 Tar shifal

Construct a table, similar to the
one given for Himachal Pradesh,
for your state.

T'he Head of the State is the Governor.
She/He is appointed by the Central
Government to ensure that the State
Government works within the rules and
regulations of the Constitution. Find out the

name of Governor of your State.

By : Karan Sir
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e AN GHERT g1 fohdr U
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At times, the ruling party may not
be a single party but a group of
parties working together. This iIs
called a coalition. Discuss with

your teacher.
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fag=aar o s w89

m.@{mméﬁﬁ-mmﬁmf{
fauraw <@q & fau a9y &1 g &1 faueas o
T 3Tcad Mo ad guravelt wad | fruq ot 9= agd &
| & A9 o 915 3% W o A TN FR TH WH
i ot 52T | 9 e & favne gfa =1 <@ 9%d 9| g
Y SEhi 1 & Har ol il

Helos &R
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A debate in th embly

éfrcen. Sujata and many other students fm

school travelled to the state capital to visit the
Legislative Assembly which was housed in an
impressive building. The children were excited. Alter
security checks.they were taken upstairs. There was
a gallery from whex;eTﬁey could see the large matl
below. There were rows and rows of desks.
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7z faurrayr 39 &9 +:1 fFdt aore 99e 1€ 989 This Assembly was going to have a debate on a
FE A o faymgw 1 T899 ¥ fauEs A9 1™ current problem. During this time, MLAs can express
9 1 9%d & garug faug T gve 9B gFd T A1 L EIE their opinions and ask questions related to the issue
g T4 2 dF TR FI 29 a9y § =1 FE e =) or give suggestigns about what shoutd-he_done by
g‘g ey g—gmﬂ 2 F4 98, F1 TFd B the govemmen@hose who wish to, can respond ?
vga; 5 99l & 3T gDm e F] A0 F this. The minister then rgﬁﬁes to the questions an
# f5 9%40 F59 3o o @ B tries to assure the Assembly that adequate steps are

being taken. _~Z~

- s ~—~—
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NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies | gy : Karan Sir

—

A qen 3= whE wi(EE o B 9 A TR The chief minister and other ministers have to
T BTl %lgm: 34 fofal & ar & gad € take decisions and run the government. We usually
TUER 996 Y9 SUERYS H 3% °Ed 9 2l hear about them or see them in the news channels
g s ot fuig fou s gr faum=ar a@@ or in the papers. However, whatever decisions are
PeiLl m e - T W 5 fayrms 55, being taken have to be approved by the members of
mawg T UB T ; =01 fama @ the legislative assembly. In a democracy, these
W ¥ foty o T g 5 o 19 fE members can ask questions, debate an important
ST e, A 9 e g AR 5 issue, decide where money should be spent, etc. They

have the main authority.

p—=———
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fasmas 1 —(fazmg 5 fHar= &Hqﬁm@
H 2 % RO 15 @ H gg B g ¢ W faEr o
Wamvﬁa@wﬁwm%uaﬁw.ﬂm
mmﬁﬁnm%mﬁmm TRy

—

MLA 1: In my constituency of Akhandagaon,
during the last three weeks, there were 15 deaths
because of diarrhoea. I think it is a shame that this
government has not been able to check the situation
of a simple problem like diarrhoea while proclaiming
itself to be a champion of technology. I would call
the attention of the minister in charge of health to
take immediate measures to control the situation.
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fauras 2 —@ IR 3TOqdrell i <9 MLA 2: My question is why are government
hospitals in such a bad situation? Why is the
government not appointing proper doctors and other
medical staff in the district? [ would also like to know
how the government plans to deal with this situation

which is affecting a large number of people and is
also spreading. This is an epidemic.
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—
faaras 3 /A Faf=s e diowedt 9 o 9y 1 F MLA 3: My constituency of Tolpatti too has a
&1 THR ST STl 1 T o o6 1og 3-4 faarder | | serious shortage of water. Women travel up to 3 or 4
T el gSdl a\A =em f& urt wg9H & fau | | kilometres to collect water. How many tankers have
fora S0 =1 FWA 27 e el sk 9@mEi | | been put into service to supply water? How many

F1 9FTE ? I i RERIRIE! 27 wells and ponds have been cleaned and disinfected?
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MLA 4: | think my colleagues are exaggerating the
problem. The government has taken steps to control
the situation. Water tankers have been put into
service. ORS packets are being distributed. The
government is doing everything possible to help
people.
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faaras 5/ =R sgdel | gfawen #1 g 985d
Frart fuse 2 | 9 fgw & 7@ e o
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i feafa 2% =re 9@ 2o 9% @ 95 B W W@
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2| eu S gfafrea @ 98 2 % wwifaq &9 & @4
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MLA 5: We have very poor facilities in our hospitals.
There are hospitals that do not have a doctor and no
medical staff has been appointed for the last few
years. In another hospital, the doctor has gone on a
long leave. This is a shame. I think the situation is
going from bad to worse. How are we going to
ensure that ORS packets reach all families in the
affected areas?

-
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faeamaes 6 — faust ve & 9= a1 9918 & 9 W
TIRYY 1 @ 21 fusel TR 3 %% W e O Tel
T ol 379 B9 s 9 9 91 WE Bl e F AE
FT4 &1 AfEE 3= fma 2

MLA 6: The opposition members are unnecessarily
blaming the government. The previous government
did not pay any attention to sanitation. We have now
taken up a drive to clear the garbage that has been
lying around for years.
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AR fae uw o faaraeni =i
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Can you identify the MLAs of the
ruling party and the opposition in
the illustration? Colour the ruling
party in one colour and the
opposition in another.



NCERT class - VIl - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

1 fauras g=E 9 & g
feafa =1 wivfiar 9 BT & B £,
4 W ®U9 H F-9 d@h

2 12 97

afe 379 =reea WA g9, At
LS o=l & 397 e uew

-

337

AU fa=w 9 & Iudad 989
&0 A9l § IUANT TET? THd?
ol iU

HEAYUTEAT § Ush A= fauras
AT 39 faumaes o, o W& o €,
T 3T 27

—

What were the main arguments
put forward by different MLAs
who thought that the government
was not taking the situation in a

serious manner?

If you were the health minister,
how would you respond to the
above discussion?

Do you think the above debate
would have been useful in some
ways? How? Discuss.

In the working of the government,
explain the difference between
being an MLA and an MLA who is
also a minister.

By : Karan Sir
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In the earlier section you have read about a debate
in the Legislative Assembly. The members were
debating the action taken or not taken by the
government. This is because the MLAs are together
responsible for the work of the government. In
common usage the word ‘government’ refers to
government departments and various ministers who
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gl 81 TE 9EA ° a1 981 TR & FEe femm g
FTAUfcTHT Feard g1 T WE 9R faurgs, st faumg
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head them. The overall head is the chief minister.
More correctly, this is called the executive part of
the government. All the MLAs who gather together
(assemble) in the legislative assembly are called the
Legislature. They are the ones who authorise and

supervise their work. As we saw in the earlier section,
it is from among them that the head of the executive,

or the chief minister is formed.
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Faet fauran@ @ WHER F FW F R § FH1-fromn)
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3 nmma@azlmnw el R AN
A9 fa=R =I9d F & 3 FRarE Fd 21 3H 9@ H
TF Tl Fel <fEu)

Working of the government

The Legislative Assembly is not the only place where
opinions are expressed about the work of the
government and action is demanded. You will find
newspapers, TV channels and other organisations
regularly talking about the government. In a
democracy, there are various ways through which
people express their views and also take action. Let
us look at one such way.
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Soon after the discussion in the assembly, there
was a press conference organised by the health
minister. Large numbers of people from different
newspapers were present. The minister and some
government officials were also present. The minister
explained the steps the government had taken.
Reporters asked many questions at this meeting.
These discussions were then reported in different
newspapers. The following page has one such report.
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During the next week, the chief minister and the
minister for health visited Patalpuram district. They
went to visit the families who had lost their relatives
and also visited people in the hospitals. The
government announced a compensation for these
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By : Karan Sir

Government smelils the garbage
Chief Minister promises funds for work

Patalpuram | Ravi Ahuja

During the last few weeks,
there have been many
deaths in some districts of
our state. There has been a
strong reaction that the
government has not taken
this seriously. The health
minister explained today at
a press conference that his
government has asked all
the collectors and the chief
medical officers to take
urgent measures. The most
important problem is that
of drinking water. The
minister said that they

intend to supply drinking
water to every village
through tanker trucks.
The chief minister has
promised funds for this
work. They also plan to
start a campaign to inform
people about the steps that
can be taken to prevent
diarrhoea. When a reporter
asked him as to what steps
are being taken to see that
garbage that has been lying
around for months 1is
quickly collected, the chief
minister said that he would
look into this.
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Write two measures that the
goverment undertook for
controlling diarrhoea?

What is the purpose of a
press conference? How does
the press conference help you
get information on what the
goverment is doing?
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families. The chief minister also said that he thought
the problem was not only one of sanitation but also
of a lack of clean drinking water. He said that a high-
level enquiry committee will be asked to look into
the needs of the district to provide sanitation facilities
and would request the minister for Public Works to
take care of the needs of proper water supply in the
region.
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As you saw above, the people in power like the
chief minister and the minister have to take action.
They do so through various departments like the
Public Works Department, the Agriculture
Department, the Health Department, the Education
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Department and so on. They also have to answer
questions that are asked in the Legislative Assembly
and convince people asking the questions that proper
steps are being taken. At the same time, newspapers
and the media widely discuss the issue and the
government has to respond, for example, by holding

the press c TEences.
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for the state regarding sanitation and health facilities.
For example, it may make it compulsory for
municipal corporations to ensure that there are
adequate toilets in every urban area. It may also
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ensure that a health worker is appointed in every
village. This act of making laws on certain issues is
done in the Legislative Assembly of each state. The
various government departments then implement
these laws. Laws for the entire country are made in
the Parliament. You will read more about the
Parliament next year.
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In a democracy, it is the people who elect their
representatives as Members of the Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) and, thus, it is the people who have
the main authority. The ruling party members then
form the government and some members are
appointed ministers. These ministers are in charge
of various departments of the government such as
health in the above example. Whatever work is done
by these departments has to be approved by the
members of the legislative assembly.
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School Education

Public Works Department

Agriculture
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A wallpaper project

A wallpaper is an interesting activity through which
research can be done on particular topics of interest.
The following photographs explain the different

aspects involved in creating a wallpaper in a
classroom.
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to include in the n'u//-/w/n'r. Children then work
individually or in pairs to read the collected malterial and
write their observations or experiences. 1hey can do this

through creating stories, poems, case studies, interviews, elc.

¢
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The group looks at the material that they have
selected, drawn or written. They read each other’s
writing and provide feedback to each other. They
make decisions on what should be included and

finalise the layout for the wallpaper.
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Each group then presents the wallpaper to the entire class. It is important that
more than one member of the group is asked to present and that each group is
allotted the same amount of time to discuss their work. After each group has
presented, it would be a good idea to have a feedback session on the following -
What more could they do on their own? How could their work be orvanised

better? How could writing and presentation be improved upon?
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Do a similar wallpaper project
about any issue connected with
the working of your State
Government like an education
programme, any law and order
Issue, midday meal scheme, etc.
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This wallpaper about the 2006
dengue epidemic was prepared by
children of Class VI B of Kendriya
Vidyalaya 1l, Hindon, Ghaziabad,

Uttar Pradesh.

By : Karan Sir
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1. Use the terms ‘constituency’ and ‘represent’ to explain
who an MLA is and how is the person elected?

2. How did some MLAs become Ministers? Explain.

3. Why should}decisions taken by the Chief Minister and
other ministers be debated in the Legislative Assembly?
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4. What was the problem in Patalpuram? What discussion/
action was taken by the following? Fill in the table.

Public meeting

Legislative Assembly

Press conference

Chief Minister
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5. What is the difference between the work that MLAs do in
the Assembly and the work done by government
departments?
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Glossary

k/\'.ﬁstituency: y particula@_fr\om which all the voters living there choose theibrepresentatives.

This\cybe, for example, a panchayat ward or an area that chooses an :

Majority: This is a situation when more than hif tffe number in a group supports a decision or an
idea. This is also called a simple majority. X Wakss |

k/Q()?wfsition: This refers to elected representatives who are not members of the ruling party and
ho play the role of questioning government decisions and actions as well as raise new issues for

consideration in the Assembly.

Press Conference: A gathering of journalists from the media who are invited to hear about and
ask questions on a particular issue and are then expected to report on this to the larger public.












