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Markets Around Us

We go to the market to buy many things - vegetables, soap, toothpaste, masala,
bread, rice, dal, clothes, notebooks, biscuits, etc. If we make a list of the goods
that we purchase, it would be really long. There are many kinds of markets that
we may visit for our everyday needs: these can include shops, hawker’s stalls in
our neighbourhood, a weekly market, a large shopping complex, perhaps even a
mall. In this chapter, we look at some of these markets and try to understand
how the goods that are sold there reach buyers, who these buyers are, who these
sellers are, and the sorts of problems they face.



NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

WrETess STl o 9WiHE 9
It o @ faer smar 272 / !

Uesh ISTEI0T ST guATET &

T ST hd Hiel-drel R
22 @ 3 udr frofa & an °
sl 9hd &, el "iel-arel il

IATAYUT FAM?
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Why do people go to a weekly
rket? Give three reasons.

Who are the sellers in a weekly
market? Why don’t we find big
business persons in these
markets?

=< —
Why are things cheap in the té
weekly markyt?\
Explain with an example how

people bargain in the market. Can
you think of a situation where the
bargain would be unfair?
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Weekly market

A weekly market is so called because it is held on a
specific day of the week. Weekly markets do not have

permanent shops. Traders set up shops for the day
and then close them up in the evening. Then they

may set up at a different place the next day. There
are thousands of such markets in India. People come

here for their everyday requirements.

\/
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Sameer: Seller of clothes

Sameer is a small trader in the weekly
market. He buys clothes from a large
trader in the town and sells them in six
different markets in a week. He and
other cloth sellers move in groups.They
hire a mini van for this. His customers
are from villages that are near the
marketplace. At festival times, such as
during Deepavali or Pongal, he does
good business.

By : Karan Sir
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Many things in weekly markets are available at
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—cheaper rateg/ This is because when shops are in
permanent buildings, they 1{[11‘ a lot of expenditurg
- they have to pay rent, electn(:lty fees to the
sovernment. They also have to pay wages to their
workers. In weekly markets, these shop owners store
the things they sell at home. Most of them are helped
by their family members and, hence, do not need to
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hire workers. Weekly markets also have a large

number of shops selling the same goods which means

there is competition among them{If some trader were
to charge a high price, pe ould move to another

_shop where the same thing may be available more

cheaply or w the buver can Qhargain and bring

e price down.
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One of thg agwdntages of weekly markets is th
most things you need are avail e place
Whether you want vegetahl r cloth
items, utensils — all of them can be ere. You

do not have to go to different area
things. People also prefer goi
they have a choice ar{d a i

/y —

uy different
5 to a market where
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Shops in the neighbourhood

——

We have seen that the weekly markets offer a variet
of googﬁ./Flowever. we also b ings from other
kinds of markets. Theqre afe many shops that sell

’

goods and segpvyices in our neighbourhoods. We may
buy H:Me dairy, groceries from departmental
store at , eatables or medicines from other
shops. Many of these ar rmanent shops, while

others are roadsi talls such ap that ol the
vegetable hawker, the fruit vendor, the mechanic,
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Sujata and Kavita were sent to buy
groceries from their neighbourhood
shop.This was the shop they usually
went to. It was crowded today. The
shop owner managed the shop
herself with two helpers.When they
managed to get into the shop, Sujata
dictated a list to her. She in turn
began asking her helpers to weigh
and pack the items. Meanwhile
Kavita looked around...

On the top left shelf there were
different brands of detergent cakes.
Another shelf had toothpastes,
talcum powder, shampoo, hair oil,
The different brands and different
colours looked so attractive. On the
floor lay a few sacks.

It took almost 20 minutes to weigh
and pack all the groceries. Then
Sujata showed her “notebook.” The
woman noted the amount of
Rs.1550 in the notebook and gave
it back. She also noted the amount
in her big register. Then Sujata took the heavy bags out of the shop. Her family will pay for the
purchases in the first week of next month.




NCERT class - VIl - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

HaATal AZA® Tt qehld ol 37 !
AT 9T 3T Gahdl 27 QP

e & .
& WHA-°f g 87 T ITH

A araw § faed are
QIETT &l qeAT H Uaeh! gl
| fae= arer 9w g5 &)t

Why did Sujata carry a notebook?
Do you think this system is
useful? Can there be problems?

What are the different kinds of
shops that you find in your
neighbourhood? What do you
purchase from them?

Why are goods sold in permanent
shops costlier than those sold in
the weekly markets or by roadside
hawkers?

By : Karan Sir
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Shops in the neighbourhood ar¢ usefyyl in many

ways. They are near our home and we can go there
on any day of the week.  buyer and seller

know each other and these shops alsg.provide goods
on credit. This qQl you can pay for the

urchases later, in Sujata’s case, for




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

ali W\ A= €, & HHAnr | Why do you think the guard
4l 3T Hfgar &l 3787 9 'F\T wanted to stop Kavita and Sujata
THAT =T =ATET Bm? afe &+l from entering the shop? What
fardt aTaT I E\T's; ST QTiﬁ fT would you say if someone stops

S e LR P S you from entering a shop in a
?{JB-TT:T H 3eY S 9 Teh, df 3AT9 market?

T FE?




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

d9e Wia UF qra-ufaen Tt
FiooEg 21 Hfaa IR goa T9H
fowr 4 W 99 R A9 3\ w
AFE & Wi il TE HE FWOFA
o ot AR 3 THH | A Hw T
T g FR-Aa W W o 3%
F1 H5, ¥e] ITGN F1 G, I9E
% 9, fard sz ae-ate &t gFAi
1 @A T FL @ 911

Hiel & 9 96 W g gC 3
IH UF WeS EHE FIS B TFA
4 ge 7| g FHEd 3 3% 9
W W& 3@ % 38 3% 1% 3 9w
1, T 351 F9 F81 1811 I8 9

F92 3R I W o FHiwa w1 of=q |

@i uF | FI2 23000 F FH H

I8 911 T8 FI9d ArAned G w

F9Z F1 oA | S g T Ay
% of| o, Ffaa 8 FEGanl g

By : Karan Sir

aret “H g U g9 gFH WA dopit wel o=t fFE w Fee = 9w g W fae smom”
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Anzal Mall is a five-floor shopping
complex. Kavita and Sujata were
enjoying going up and down in
the lift. It seemed as if it was
made of glass and they were able
to see outside as they went up.
It was fascinating to see so many
different kinds of shops such as
the ice-cream, burger, pizza and
other food shops; shops full of
home appliances; footwear and
leather items as well as

bookshops.

While wandering about on the
third floor they entered a shop
that was selling branded ready-
made clothes.The security guard /) N
looked at them as if he wanted \
to stop them but he did not say N4 y;\,
anything. They looked at some " ’fi —
dresses and then looked at the
price tag. None of them was less
than Rs 2,000, almost five times the weekly market price! Sujata whispered to Kavita,“I'll take you to
another shop which has good quality ready-made clothes at more reasonable prices”.
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By : Karan Sir

Shopping complexes and malls

So far we have seen two kinds of marketplaces -

1 weekly markets andunarketsdin-aur neighbourhood.

There are other markets in the urban area that have

maanhop § called shopping complexes.
These days, in many urban areas, you also have large

mulli-storeyed air-conditioned buildings with shops

on different floors, known as malls. In these urban

markets, you get both branded and non-branded
goods. As you have read in the chapter on advertising,

branded goods are expensive, often promoted by
advertising and claims of better quality. The

companies producing these products sell them
through shops in large urban markets and, at times,

through special showrooms. As compared to non-
branded goods, fewer people can afford to buy
branded ones.

Why do people not bargain in
shops located in malls whereas
they bargain in weekly markets?
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Shain of markets

In the previous sections, you have read about
different markets from where we buy goods. From
where do you think shop-owners procure their goods?
Goods are produced in factories, on farms and in
homes. However, we don’'t buy directly from the
factory or from the farm. Nor would the producers
be interested in selling us small quantities such as
one Kilo of vegetables or one plastic mug.
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. Wese will 0 aders. In
buying and selling takes place

between traders. It is through these of traders
that goods reach faraway places. The trader who
finally sells this to the consumer, 13 the retailer. This
_could be a trader in g weekly market, a hawker in
the geighbourhood or a shop in a shopping complex.
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We can understand this with the help of the
following examples -

Every city has areas for wholesale markets. This
is where goods first reach and are then supplied to
other traders. The roadside hawker whom you read
about earlier would have purchased a large quantity
of plastic items from a wholesale trader in the town.
He, in turn, might have bought these from another,

en bigger wholesale trader in the city. The city
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wholesale trader would have bought a large quantity
of plastic items from the factory and stored them in
a godown. In this way, a chain of markets is set up.
When we purchase, we may not be aware of the chain
of markets through which these goods travel before
they reach us.
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Aftab-The wholesaler in the city

Aftab is one of the wholesale traders who purchases in bulk. His
business starts around 2 o'clock in the morning when vegetables
reach the market. This is the time when the vegetable market or
mandi starts buzzing with activity. The vegetables come in trucks,
matadors, tractor trolleys from farms both near and far. Soon the
process of auctions begins. Aftab participates in this auction and
decides what he will buy. Today, for example, he bought 5 quintals of
cauliflower, |0 quintals of onions. He has a shop in the market where
he stores the vegetables that he has bought. From here he sells to
hawkers and shopkeepers who start coming to the market around
six in the morning. They have to organise their purchases so that
they can start their shop for the day around ten in the morning.




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

g{ S{ilg a9

T 2@l T -3 SRl W aE-9E % 4R §,
el TE-E Tl Sy Eal-a=1 ol 81 SR 3791379
el 3R AT W 391 TE 9 HH Hd 81 H3 98 d1 I8
i ez gF 21 2l 2, T 39 9mE '@ied & foau amn
M| 376 9 TE-a% & 9HH & fau B 1 3262 |t
31ET ¢ fau 9 ® 3R WH 39Sk TR d Ye fean S

Markets everywhere

So far we have seen different marketplaces where
people buy and sell a variety of goods and services.
All these markets are in a specific locality and work
in a particular manner and time. However, it is not
always necessary that one has to go to the market to
purchase goods. You can place orders for a variety
of things through the phone and these days through

the Internet, and the goods are delivered at your
home. In clinics and nursing homes, you may have
noticed sales representatives waiting for doctors.
Such persons are also engaged in the selling of goods.
Thus, buying and selling takes place in different
ways, not necessarily through shops in the market.
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The markets that we looked at above are the ones
2 ; that we recognise easily. However, there are markets
o | that we may not be so aware of. This is because a
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Vel &A1 & T 32T & IRT X G g People in urban areas can enter markets
FTH 1@ fa1 &7 919X 9 939 & &id &/ & without stepping out of their homes via
397 Hfee FI€ 9 ‘SfiTeET’ @R Y the Internet. They use their credit cards to

= ?/ make ‘online purchases’.
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large number of goods are bought and sold that we
don’t use directly. For example, a farmer uses
fertilisers to grow crops that he purchases from
special shops in the city and they, in turn get them
from factories. A car factory purchases engine, gears,
petrol tanks, axles, wheels, etc. from various other
factories. We don’t usually see all the buying and
selling, but only the final product - the car in the
showroom. The story is similar for any other good.
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A car being put together in a factory.
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v s F T AT & - ® In this chapter, we have looked at shop owners in a
' weekly market and those in a shopping complex.

ST | BIFi W ‘q D {'”\_' ' W - They are very different people. One is a small trader
HT THA AR FHAW F1 @1 37 A THE F a7 with little money to run the shop whereas the other

SR 21 TH B Yol ¥ FIEE HE_ G _FHEIR g,

is able to spend a lot of money to set up the shop.
\/ ED They also earn unequal amounts. The weekly market
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Malls, like the one above, sell expensive

and branded goods.
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trader earns little compared to the profit of a regular
shop owner in a shopping complex. Similarly, buyers

are differgrrtiyplaced Frere—are_manv who are not
able to ¢fford thé cheapestof goods while others are
busy shopping malls. Thus, whether we can be

buyers or selleis’n these different markets depends,
among other things, on the money that we have.
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We have also examined the chain of markets that
is formed before goods can reach us. It is through

this chain that what is produced in one place reaches
people everywhere. When things are sold, it
encourages production and new opportunities are
created for people to earn. However, do they offer
equal opportunities? We will try to understand this
through the story of a shirt in the next chapter.
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1. In what ways is a hawker different from a shop owner?

2. Compare and contrast a weekly market and a shopping
complex on the following:
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By : Karan Sir

AR A<t S ATt TEAT T A | e PIEE]
TEAT & TEHN
qraifesh SR
e —
| Market [ Kind of goods sold | Prices of goods ] Sellers I Buyers
Weekly market

Shopping complex
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o FHIfSU F 9 #1 g@e F9 97491 22 3599 67 3559
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AR § Su fae ot @i SR a9 8 9Fal 21 SR 2
39 &Y i ARA iU

Explain how a chain of markets is formed. What purpose
does it serve?

‘All persons have equal rights to visit any shop in a
marketplace.” Do you think this is true of shops with

expensive products? Explain with examples.

‘Buying and selling can take place without going to a
marketplace.” Explain this statement with the help of
examples.
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Glossary

Weekly market: These markets are not daily markets but are to be found at a particular place on
one or maybe two days of the week. These markets most often sell everything that a household
needs ranging from vegetables to clothes to utensils.

Mall: This is an enclosed shopping space. This is usually a large building with many floors that has
shops, restaurants and, at times, even a cinema theatre. These shops most often sell branded
products.

Wholesale: This refers to buying and selling in large quantities. Most products, including vegetables,
fruits and flowers have special wholesale markets.

Chain of markets: A series of markets that are connected like links in a chain because products
pass from one market to another.
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By : Karan Sir

As you have alrgady read in this book, the Indian
ConstitutiogTecognisedall Indians as equal before
he—taw—ansstlales that no persogacan be
gl DeC their. sex,

: gthey e rich or pody. All adults in

~india haverthe equal ri —tfuring elections

ee—————
and this ‘power : : ed
by people to elect or replace their representatives.
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By : Karan Sir

‘TATTIRIT i dlehd’ © 31T a1 What do you think is meant by the
AUHAd £7 39 UT 399 H faumw iont

\/ %

wer t

x'? Discuss.
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By : Karan Sir

= /
ut this feeling of equality that)the ballot box
provides, because the vote ol one person is as good

oes not extend to most people’s
the increasing privatisation

as that other,

lives.@ hate rea

of health services and the peglect of government
hospitals have made it difficult for most poor people
like Kanta, Hakim Sheik and Aman to get good

quality health care. These people do not have the
resources to afford expensive private health services.
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By : Karan Sir

Similarly, the man who sells juice does not have
the resources to compete with all of the major
companies who sell branded drinks through

_expensive advertising. Swapna does not have

sufficient resources to grow cotton and, so, has to
take a loan from the trader to grow her crop. This
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By : Karan Sir

forces her to sell her cotton at a lower price. Melani,
like the millions of domestic workers across the
country, is forced to endure the insults and hardship
of working as a domestic help because she has no
resources to set up something on her owp =¥

uneq
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By : Karan Sir

On the other hand, the Ansaris were discriminated
against not because they did not have the resources.
In fact, despite having the money to pay the required
rent, they were not able to find an apartment for
over a month. People were reluctant to lease them
an apartment because of their religion. Similarly, the
main reason that the teachers forced Omprakash
Valmiki to sweep the school yard was because he
was Dalit. You've also read that the work women do
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By : Karan Sir

Afeenatl & g0 fhu MU F9 AFHT & H & FE F is often considered of less value than that done by
w o+ W # ‘g‘iﬁ & Wy fFy SH = the men. All of these persons are discriminated
: F1 NUTTF FROT fz eI S E against primarily because of their social and cultural
m Wgﬂ-“q F A3 m off| erd =nfa 3 @. background as well as because they are women.

Jiserimination on the basis of a person's religion,

nd @ another signiﬂcant factor for why
peeple are ated\unequally in India.

9 F% Hew@U FE B SR W AN 9 9Rd H
A Sraaed F1 FaER fRa S 2
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By : Karan Sir

In India, it is the case that the poor
consist of a majority of members of Dalit,
Adivasi and Muslim communities and

are often women.

According to the 2001 Census data
women form 48 per cent of the
population, Muslims form 13 per cent

of the population, Dalits form 16 per cent

and Adivasis 8 per cent.
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By : Karan Sir

Often, poverty and lack of dignity and respect for
certain communities and groups come together in
such powerful ways that it is difficult to identify where
one aspect of inequality ends and the other begins.
As you have read, Dalit, Adivasi and Muslim girls
drop out of school in large numbers. This is a
combined outcome of poverty, social discrimination
and the lack of good quality school facilities for these
communities.
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By : Karan Sir

[ —1
'FHQ m Struggles for equality
'g'ﬁ'ql W EF RALL L SULLE @&T{ W@ Throughout the world - in every community, villagc
fF o @M & fau fu o gudl & &R0 g il city a{l./wwn—you will find that there are some people
g qgaH A 3 9 A €, S 2T g YA qrEA who arzﬁk}qﬁ and respected because ol their ngnt
ﬁFQ s ® sqa'ma o+ favg 38 @2 §g| gq EREA for equgly. These pegple may have stood up against
TH zofau o m@?; T2 YIS Afa Sl SEEl an act of discrimination that they faced or which

; e 3 W . : they witnessed. Or they may be well-respected
& WY = Q @’ R T o SR because they treat all persons with dignity and are,

A & W HAN 3R W therefore, trusted and called upon to resolve issues

U1 &% 9EYHE & g ﬂﬁl’a i / in the community.
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By : Karan Sir

Often, some of these persons become more widely

S A fmﬂ fazma 438 +1 EF:F{
el SAfed gars § U g recognised because they have the support or

qudl &1 ASR 4 921 G ° @0 39k 919 8l ‘:ﬂTa 2l represent large numbers of people who have united
qd -q -qq m m m ﬁ)-q i m % w a7 -(:ﬂT[ -qg to address a paru('.lllar issue of inequality. In India,

W there are several struggles in which people have come
AR I SFL AU, ST 3% b el together to fight for issues that they believe are

—_—
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By : Karan Sir

important. In Chapte ou read about the methods

equality, The Tawa vartsya sarngi in Madhya Pradesh

is another example of pc:ople coming together to fight
for an issue. There are many such struggles such as
those among beedi workers, fisherfolk, agricultural

labourers, slum dyeffers and each group is struggling
for justice i S 0 y. There are also many
attempts tvform ¢ ratives or other collective ways

by which people can have more control over
resources.
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By : Karan Sir

LU L ) Tawa Matsya Sangh

il ol B el amelies)
foar S & 3R 92 S & famto e S 2 d e When dams are built or forest areas declared
@ foeenfaa 210 81 R & R & & ARl H S 2 sanctuaries for animals, thousands of people are
1 BIEF FEl 3R 90 W a0 3 74 et sy =7 displaced. Whole villages are uprooted and people
&% f?ﬁl TR F e S €1 39 fawenfudi § 9 st are forced to go and build new homes, start new lives
S T B E s s § ot 9 afet set e wy elsewhere. Most of these people are poor.
§ =% o fem o &1 T @ T F T F A In urban areas too, bastis in which poor people live
m ¥ zam w39 A L are often uprooted. Some of them are relocated to
T2 MY SR ¥ - g e ¥ s e § areas outside the city. Their work as well as their

sl Noun . At 3 - children’s schooling is severely disrupted because
Z:_g %ﬁf ) » ?ﬂfﬂ'j‘;qﬂ?gﬁg 3;_(19[ Y L I of the distance from the outskirts of the city to these

locations.
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By : Karan Sir

This displacement of people and communities is a
problem that has become quite widespread in our

A R TRl w1 farerE 'R dm ° s ==
U &1 ®9 o 961 21 U8 § FE a8 @ Gfed gl
0o faeg ok & fou ame | &) <31 ¥ U "9gd-9
et £ S Preafel % Tw o vl wE @ §1 T country. People usually come together to fight against
e ¥ vy Cae e w69’ % AR § v o wesd a0 this. There are several organisations across the
TeFT wiafE # UE G99 ¥ s W‘I@ o QWTFH 3 country fighting for the rights of the displaced. In
foeenfaa @i & Rl & fau @i @ 2 this chapter we will read about the Tawa Matsya
Sangh - a federation of Fisherworker's cooperatives
- an organisation fighting for the rights of the
displaced forest dwellers of the Satpura forest in
Madhya Pradesh.
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By : Karan Sir
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t 9y § ga 7, 999 e o frard oo we e @l
431 T 9 g9 foufw 3 9y & - ®WH
qIEl-agd @l o (enal HScll Yhed & AIEE 3ARH
fram a7 w9 ek ot 9 9gd 9ig-91 F9 U 9

By : Karan Sir

Originating in the Mahadeo hills of Chindwara
district, the Tawa flows through Betul, before joining
the Narmada in Hoshangabad. The Tawa dam began
to be built in 1958 and was completed in 1978. It
submerged large areas of forest and agricultural land.
The forest dwellers were left with nothing. Some of
the displaced people settled around the reservoir and
apart from their meagre farms found a livelihood in
fishing. They earned very little.
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A dam is built across a river at sites where one can collect
a lot of water. This forms a reservoir and as the water
collects it submerges vast areas of land.This is because the
wall of the dam across the river is high and the water
spreads over a large area.This is a photo of the submergence
caused by the Tehri dam in Uttarakhand.The old Tehri town
and 100 villages, some totally and some partially, were
submerged by this dam. Nearly one lakh people were
displaced.
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By : Karan Sir

In 1994, the government gave the rights for fishing
in the Tawa reservoir to private contractors. These
contractors drove the local people away and got cheap
labour from outside. The contractors began to
threaten the villagers, who did not want to leave, by
bringing in hoodlums. The villagers stood united and
decided that it was time to set up an organisation
and do something to protect their rights.



NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

‘TaT Ao W9’ o H9Y Rl Haal
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' i WWeTdl ekl ShiTUT 9T,
UTHIOT hi SSf G&T § WIErT?
39 wag ° 2 ufegaar fafaa

By : Karan Sir

What issue is the Tawa Matsya
Sangh (TMS) fighting for?

Why did the villagers set up this
organisation?

Do you think that the large-scale
participation of villagers has
contributed to the success of the
TMS? Write two lines on why you
think so.
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By : Karan Sir

The newly formed Tawa Matsya Sangh (TMS)
organised rallies and a chakka jam (road blockade),

demanding their right to continue fishing for their
livelihood. In response to their protests, the

government created a committee to assess the issue.
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By : Karan Sir

Ej 343?@7 Eal }996 q qeq m TR A W*ﬁ‘_m f& @ The committee recommended that fishing rights be
alt] o R § HEell The i SHfEHR el o fawenfa granted to the villagers for their livelihood. In 1996,
=1 1 &7 S <1 9EH a9g TR |7 T4 5o 99 FHl 9 the Madhya Pradesh government decided to give to
| woel vhs & ey e o 9 (W) S S the people displaced by the Tawa dam the fishing
& forn IR 38 W@ 2 SEd 1997 i 6 &9 % 33 Tl rights for the reservoir. A five-year lease agreement
& @ o fae ‘= g@’ 9@ sdl § ARy ge was signed two months later. On January 2, 1997,

people from 33 villages of Tawa started the new year
with the first catch.
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By : Karan Sir
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Lop: Members of the TMS protesting al a
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cooperative weighing the [ish.
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By : Karan Sir

With the TMS taking over the fishworkers were
able to increase their earnings substantially. This
was because they set up the cooperative which would
buy the catch from them at a fair price. The
cooperative would then arrange to transport and sell
this in markets where they would get a good price.
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By : Karan Sir

They have now begun to earn three times more than
they earned earlier. The TMS has also begun giving
the fishworkers loans for repair and the buying of
new nets. By managing to earn a higher wage as
well as preserving the fish in the reservoir, the TMS
has shown that when people’s organisations get their
rights to livelihood, they can be good managers.
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By : Karan Sir

Can you think of an incident in
your life in which one person or a
group of people came together to
change an unequal situation.
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Creative expression against lnequllity
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While some join protest movements to fight inequality,
others might use their pen, or their voice, or their ability to
dance to draw attention to issues of inequality. Writers,
singers, dancers and artists have also been very active in
the fight against inequality. Often, poems, songs and stories
can also inspire us and make us believe strongly in an issue
and influence our efforts to correct the situation.
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By : Karan Sir

' ' 9 "
ldaptation of a song wrilien as parl of th

781 Sega 9% Td (479 T8 5 ‘gaN &

' o o Right 1o Information campaien by Vinay
e’ & sfvar o faan 1n: e

AT F EF

4 T #1 F WA FTEF L.
¥ afral & 22 @ ¥, ¥ g9 w1 Tm 7

qT Edl w1 4 WA FEF L.
¥ TH 4 @t 92 £, 3% o it #1978

7 U0 F q A FEF L
] Ma-ng TE 92 &, ¥ 79 F1 A
o

g y@ Ft 7 WA FEF L.
F e ¥ gEd € T, g9 §231- W 4A

5 gt o F 7 W FEF L.
F met T g¢, Tara, v22-2E #7

qT o F1 F T FEDF L.
7 -7 &1 gagdt, & wen 4 na §
o

Mabasan:

The Right To Know

My dreams bare the right to knon
Why for cemturies they hare been
breaking

Why don't they ever come Irme

My hands barve the right 1o know

Why do they remain without work all
along

Wy do they barve nothing to do

\!; feel '.'.IA": ff": l‘.';.r"'f I ‘thl
Wby from rillage to rillage they walk
on their onn

Why are there no sipns of a bus yet

My banger bas the right to knon

Why grain rols in godowns

While | don't even pel a [istind of rice

My old mother bas the right te know

Why are there no medicines

Needles, dispensaries or bandapes

My cluldren barve the "1\'.}'/ te Enon
Why do they labour day and night

u /’, IS "."'( e ne .'tt" 't“J' m J:'\"'/
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By : Karan Sir

—
Idam 1| § | Ot @At What is your favourite line in the
ate T ew? above song?
T dFe B =fa W ATTA = A What does the poet mean when he
AT 27 says, “My hunger has the right to

know"?
T T T WrAT ¥ 30U & o
&E § TN "aha €, oad we
I |WHar 3T nftar & |vis

tpern o that is from your area?

Can you share with your class a
local song or a poem on dignity
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By : Karan Sir

The Indian Constitution as a living document

The foundation of all movements for justice and the
inspiration for all the poetry and songs on equality
is the recognition that all people are equal. As you
know, the Indian Constitution recognises the equality
of all persons. Movements and struggles for equality
in India continuously refer to the Indian Constitution
to make their point about equality and justice for
all. The fishworkers in the Tawa Matsya Sangh hope
that the provisions of the Constitution will become a
reality through their participation in this movement.
By constantly referring to the Constitution they use
it as a ‘living document’, i.e., something that has
real meaning in our lives. In a democracy, there are
always communities and individuals trying to expand
the idea of democracy and push for a greater
recognition of equality on existing as well as
new issues.
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oAl 1 Yod wihad & &g 4 21 39 % § 9 ol
F9 & H @ F Y99 fF@ 7 S Aead & 3@
qAE & fou Tt 9 Fa € S 5 S gen g9 6
wWree] garsl &1 s, 99r & A (Hifsa) w
A GF T F1 9edl gaa AR a0, afeensi & 9w
F HH Yog 3 IR HUE F fHFOHE F 988 FH AF
T 4 W4 @rhad & fau gHifaarl €1 3 3 g € 5 =i
Tl 1 yuifad F3d 2 R 9Ee ¥ 3ufaa aEEl 9 92
TU 21 4 391 H wmifes 3R anfds guma 9 92 958 2

By : Karan Sir

[ssues of equality are central to a democracy. In
this book, we have tried to highlight issues that pose
a challenge to this idea of equality in a democracy.
These, as you have read, include the privatisation of
health services in the country, the increasing control
that business houses exert on the media, the low
value given to women and their work, and the low
earnings made by small farmers who grow cotton.
These issues substantially affect poor and
marginalised communities, and therefore, concern
economic and social equality in the country.
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By : Karan Sir

2001 9 F@FF H 1500 T G157 &
qigenan & f@ene fear &1 @09 33 &
fere u# S7-g7arE H 3%23 Ul 399
yiaftaa afeensi #1 % 7 T T 3R
317 =raHien #1 qgfaF1 f[A91d g
gfgensni & faene fear & 15 9 77
YFHION H1 GAarE 1 G FI 39 G4 7 3H
g=qr3 #1 IYRT H G233 F1 & 197 Fal
4 feqr & f@ens =g F1 97 #3496
qfgenai #1 fEaar &9 qea fGer orar 21

Over 1,500 persons attended a public
hearing in Lucknow in 2001 to protest
riolence against women. Quver 15 cases of
riolence against women were heard by a
Jury of eminent women who played the
role of judges. This peaple's jury helped
highlight the lack of support in the legal
system for women who seek justice in

such cases.
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dishaa & fore amar 3R 39 fau g9d s qewyo
o €| SAfd 3R SR F1 WivaE R i ast s+ i
® GFdl & 9d 39 99 3941 3 ufEar #1 99 SE
T4 3 o fau vaia g & 2R 39 9y FE 959E
T2 fF =y

By : Karan Sir

This is the core of the struggle for equality in a
democracy. The dignity and self-respect of each
person and their community can only be realised if
they have adequate resources to support and nurture
their families and if they are not discriminated
against.
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By : Karan Sir

—
YA & If’“{ @A o WY o What role does the Constitution
EUN Wiggr & @ giuer & play in people’s struggles for
Ha&dl 2 equality?

T AT Ush BIE §Yg § qEr=ar
Can you make up a social
advertisement on equality? You
can do this in small groups.







