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Women Change
the World

In the previous chapter_we saw how women's

fem 3 aren 97 &1 wIH, w TR w9 A

m;w @ 3 afran ; work in e ip X6t recognised as work. We
wawE & Y7 HEA FH FHE T L) also read how doing household work and taking

@ e A w0 & g fafram wwm care of family members is a full time job and

ot 7 1 ¥\ ey ¥ W 97 F AT F w=W A AlTere are no specific hours at which it begins or
aan afrr m;m o & s e _gfeemsn #1 ends Inmml-‘iook at work

EL)] swfirs Jugam wos @A 7w “Gutside the home, and understand how some
% ot FTA weh fE wuT urA wey % few fo occupations are seen to be more suitable for

3 &8 wad fam wEd ot afr smw o foren e men than for women. We will also learn about
T wE i A &, fwn wfeensit # fAw Am how women struggle for equality. Getting an

& 2 . n
fafita faro  waa %1 W A1 7w svam @ education was, and still is, one way in which new

5wt e e opportunities were created for women. This
IV RN » SRR WL A chapter will also briefly trace the different types

& A 49 & fem fa am ar fafi= of efforts made by the women's movement
WET & yaA & At 0 o "aw o to challenge discrimination in more recent
AT years.
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m 3T FAT rqaTd Fewer opportunities and rigid expectations

A 920 1 F F A aen 3 T F f‘“’ﬁ:‘:”/ A lot of the children in Ry lass drew

#F 3 YAEz F ¥4 0 [ F f';”jﬁ"il U 3% women as nurses and mé JCCrs, |
= fem fF 3= =@ 2 f o & ame o ofesmd Fo reason they did this is bec t outside

H W T M B A WE FAFAEL TR | the home too. women arg tain jobs.
- - . .

TwA-| =M oAb G e e For example, many peoph nen make

clLer nurses because | atient and

gt s faem »'?-f‘) A ufEan m g ] :
.- mile s iIs linked L it the
feadl #1 Gin i, & TG (0 7 5 AA 21 TH GED -JIL_H o e : pp- 8 1in the
s : imily. Similgrlygit is believe Tequires
ur A ¢ B faam & few g fram 0 3= o k/.l 1

o . "y a techpicet mine o girls anc
# 3w AgfEa am wfeend i 71 o 7m0 . _

= ' ol dealing with |
F1an

Because so
stcreolypes. mai
that boys do to st
and engineers. In mW;
school, they are encouy
marriage as theigggai Ao
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By : Karan Sir
It is important rstanc T
society in which @ll children lace pressures |

world around them. Sometimes. these con
form of demands from adults. At other tir®
can just be because of unfair teasing by
Iricirds= Boys are pressurised to think abay
a job that will pay a good hallill‘Qh(‘\' are a
wd bullied il they do not behave like otl
‘ou may remember that in your Cla : V11
cad about how boys at an early age are ¢

—

not to cry in front of others
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aftadw & fog dran

e A A9 AEA @ A8a wEel feem # d98-98
FH A an shhm sena g A w ¢
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By : Karan Sir

Learning for change

Going to school is an extremely im

vour lile. As more and more childre
bl JR TR 5
every vear, we begin to think that i

children to go to school. Today, it i§
1o imagine that school and learnin

s “out of bounds”™ or not approj

@ hildren. But in the past, the skill «
riting was known to only a few. Most cl

thie

work their lamilies or elders did
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By : Karan Sir

the work their families or elders did. For girls, the

situation was worse. In communities that taught sons
) learn

the alpbabet. Even in families like
Imtl/u\u.wu and cral the

contribution of daughters and w ' SCen

1o read and write, daughters were ng

as supportive. For example, in ade,
men collected the mud and | ; sarth
r the pots. But since they did not fheel,

CV wWere not seen as potiers
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AR At fEd A wfeen 2z fafas gee aeEa
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Let us read about the experience ol Rashsundari
Devi (1800-1890), who was born in West Bengg
some 200 vears ago. At the age ol 60, she wrol
autobiography in Bangla. Her book titled Amar.
is the first known autobiography written by an |
woman. Rashsundari Devi was a housewile |
rich landlord’s family. At that time, it was
that il a woman learmt 1o read and write, she

ring bad luek to her husband and become a
despite this. she taught hersellf how to re " m
n secret, well after her marriage
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“H W "WAT @ % FI 9FE FT EA o4 17 TT “I would start working at dawn, and | would still
A TR B A F AR A F 0 F TR o1 9T 0.4 ¢ al it until well bevond midnight. | had no rest in
fasm T#1 2T W1 31 WOg o #Fae e oA F1 9 cen. | was only fourteen vears old at the time. |
7 ° uF AfvEmm v e\ uga '@
wfde W i‘fﬂi'l ‘1;';"'I| 0 A«
9T AT 491 A% o u. Y 71 A9 9= & 97 r. | began 10 resent my own thoughts. What is
T HR FN R T R foaal v a1 £ fo ng with me? Women do not read. how will 1 do

‘.- 17 fpr w3 UF TS NI 0 S s (7T * Then | had a dream: | was reading the manuscript
’ # “haitarnya Bhagabat (the life of a sainty... Later in

to nurture a great longing: [ would learn to
mid T would read a religiouns manuscript. | was

cky. in those davs women were not educated.

‘av. as | sat cooking in the Kitchen. | heard my
b nid say to my eldest son: "Bepin, | have left my
L ia Bhagabat here, When | ask for it, bring it

B 11 the book there and went away. When the
| been taken inside. | secretly took out a

: ¥
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Let us read about the experience of Rashsundari
Devi (1800-1890), who was born in West Bengal,

» of 60 _she wrote her
titled Amar Jibar
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By : Karan Sir

page and hid it carefully. It was a job hiding 4
nobody must find it in my hands. My eldesig
practising his alphabets at that time. 1 hi
Al limes

them as well I went over thag

match letters from that page with the I

remembered. 1 also tried to mateh the

those that 1 would hear in the course ¢

q% FW 0, FOfE fEE o W oaw W omy § oAm frae

WfET &) 97 HAR A2 A7 I WA ATE k9 W

fr_{F]T! .+ J91 F A\ FT TN ITHH 7 1 03
4
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pth tremendous care and ellfort, and

@ riod ol time. | learnt how to read...”
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FaaE wua o foran siv faamem
[Schooling and educatlo@

mmqnn@m*ﬁhﬂntmra gy o faarem .
l'oday, | 1 bovs
™ prafea fer i wn Taa 2 mean ap sefem m‘/ﬂ -
———— - )l‘I* 4

nu Yet
fw&nﬂ'ﬂmr@wmmmntﬂm?ﬁn? famm :
dillerences bety

tend school in large
there still remain
s and girls.

T T F ATHEN F T ELIELZ ) THY WA RO India has a censy which counts the
N F AEA F A A A g wEET vEfTa o whole populatios It also gathers
? 1 Wvﬂ{fr{c/ I9% 2 fF0 71 a= F4 letalled Inform people living in

ndia - their age vk Y v do, and
ASuUre many

and the

Wz T/ W T T TEANE B OHTF AN F AFA T
fero %A €, 91 - fofara & 531 wen A =0 s 9EW

) S things, like the numbe
F FAAI 1961 FT FAAI F OF[HT T9 FE=w AW ratio ol men and wom
Rl ["_zm__rr_a IR AhrE A F) #7140 vhvm frfam census. about 40
a1 (H9_ A FH-B-FH AT AW o mwA 49)) 7

0 on. We use thi

}. a
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=y
o 4 wgfea aa fom ®1 Faa |5 wfama wm fofaa (7 years old and above) were literate (that is, they
gl 2011 F T F FIAN FLH A [EW F AR T could at least write their names) compared to just
qTwT 82 ufATA gL &y P srfaon awn fom 5L 15 per cen | girls and women. In the most recer
wEm 65 wfamallzaE s aw v 5 ogewm s feen census .11@. these ligures have grown to 82 mb
SelEFE T Al w9 A Tn ¢ W e cent for boys and men, and 65 per cent for girls and
w#a ¥ sm faw Fo ™ :r; foen fom 531 20 Afas womern. This means that the proportion of DOUT eI
st A 7@ WA £, o o foen 1 4o 0 e W and women who are now able to read and have at
ufawm sifvrs 1 o9 44 @ S sdt Jmra 98 g 2 least some amount of schooling has increased. But.,
as vou can also see. the percentage of the male

wufrem NN RoW AEm 9 0 faaem Bz o s nol gone away
rtrantem i (SC) sm syt wrafa (ST) & =ze
2 |

£ 7
@ q ' / term lor Dalit, and Scheduled Tribe (ST) is the official
6 ’gl term lor Adivasi

A 21 m afe w fafv= A & 33 s g agfea @ roup is still higher than the lemale group. The gap

Here is a table that shows the percentage of girls
and boys who leave schools from different social

groups (2013-14). Scheduled Caste (SC) is the oflicial
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A foren o sfgm anfde gio-am3z a7 (2014-15)

A S

'mmm oL
g% wsfew am ek wgfea am S E)

e (F9 1 9 5) 4.36 1.88 4.13 : 4.20 4.46
o wafus (F 6 9 8) 3.49 4.60 4,03 @ 6.03 5.51

uafaw (FE 9 1 10) 17.21 16.88 17.06 19.64 1905  19.36\.7

LL
o

qA Educational Statis

level All boys SC boys ST boys A

::-H. LAY
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Educational Statistics at a Glance, MHRD, 2018 12:54

(Figures in per

School level All boys SC boys ST boys All girls SC girls

Primary (Classes 1-5) ¢~ 4.53 s 1 wisa 85

Upper Primary (Classes 6,8) 3.09 3. 8.03 4.49 5.0

Secondary (Classes 9-I02/ 17.93 18 27.42 17.79 18.3

Source: E.@cdtioﬁ&l//w(ﬁstics
S —




Ao, gt s gters 0 @ o £ e 7
& 9% FAM £ 29 F A v o faveeT anim s

T A b faffa su A wE & o 3 3@ =pa 2.3
v Ak o m F TR A @ s AR A T F
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b3 die By : Karan Sir 13:01

There are_several reasons why children from
\J)iﬁ: Adietisi and Muslim communities leave school.
In many parts ol the country. especially in rural
and poor areas, there may not even be proper schools
nor teachers who teach on a regular basis. If a school
is not close to people’'s homes, &lltl lll(';:t‘hb
transport like buses or vans, parents mav not be
lling to send their girls (o .whﬂ} Many families
e too poor and unable to bear the do .« of educating
their rllildrvn.uiuyu may gel ;n't'l't.'n'ucv_in®

Many children also leave school because

they are discriminated against by cacher and

classmates, just like Omprakash Valmiki was.
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By : Karan Sir

Percentages

453% [7.97%

¥
Il v rozasAats

Boys and girls

/

o
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436 %
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wfyen aire m M Women's movement

s wfeensil s szfom %1 9z 1 30 =Fa 91 # _
- e — R R st i girls now have the right to study and go
I+17 £l 3 t A1 A fem 3 ; - :
A T S — ere are other spheres - like legal reform.,
A, TE =EfRm sn afeensn #1 frafa a7 28 2 .
- . - : health - where the alion of wom
7 gftads A9A- 99 J8 W 7 S 3 Staa = m - Bt
- y 1s improved. THese changes have
s 4 foe F‘..im’”“ W T E f'_“' vl ¥ omatically. Women individually. and
W'ﬂI -H’ rﬁ‘fﬁ'ﬂ qrETeEA FE AT 2 7 & fafu=s il : ST Struggled Lo, hrinu_w_uu:m‘
| %% AT | Pl med gm aeen o fe ||*~ struggle is known o.s che Women's
w7t e il afeen s a1 mwes T £ w srEen ; 7%= ‘ndividual women and women's
] 92 = 1 R RELAT 37 favmam 36 0 &~ - i different parts of the country are
qEA ¥ AEa AR A 3 BILGP= AN et Many men support the
Al F1 qETEE @/z—m = wifa 3 . 18 1S well. The diversity, passion
fy=-fa= wefe =1 3 fem 21 TR ’ _- |, Yo akes very vibrant
HATHA] A9 A% T@ TFA T g eddmi fBF B strategies have been used to
TR ight discrimination and seek
ne glimpses of this struggle.
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