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qUE q9T SRl okl fmioT

¥ A F W W o @ e . We in India pride ourselves on being a democracy
hakin g fé'&tﬂ ¢ @ o H 7 f i" EERI Here we will try and understand the relation between
HefiTn 3R W qLHR fﬁ‘l W &1 weAfd the ideas of participation in decision-making and
& W o9 fauni & uEt waui H wHEH & the need for all democratic governments to have the
I consent of their citizens.

Parliament and the Making of Laws
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T 9 a9 ¢ o 9ffed ®9 9 9Rd ¥ U diddias
e &1 i F3d 21 39 919 F 999 3731 et

It is these elements that together make us a
democracy and this is best expressed in the institution

HOE & ¥ | fAerdt 21 39 v | #w I% <@ f fFa of the Parliament. In this chapter, we will try to see
TE TUN 9% 391 o MRl i Hoig gfeean o fe=m how the Parliament enables citizens of India to
o1 3R TR W HHY T@H ° Heg 3l €1 36l SHR W participate in decision making and control the
TOE IRATT a1 TaE TEwEy g 3 wfaaE government, thus making it the most important
R symbol of Indian democracy and a key feature of

the Constitution.
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i o ) What do you think the artist zq a3 4 s gagm Sﬁm aifen
PV IWEW W w is trying to convey through ufrs :

TR & P FEAH T FE the image of Parliament on (s‘?:ﬁqq) * &1 fafy e

T UATH T T 87

the previous page? 1‘5’1%! 2004 o :ﬂmﬁﬁﬁlﬁqﬁﬁaﬂ

- R 29 H LA, F T A T
g1 39 9919 § LALUH. & U |§
I 1,50,000 YSi Hi @& g ik
TqUEl %1 BUE & U T UL F FE
FL 8,000 ZH FHITS FAF Gl

The above photo shows a voter reading
instructions on how to use an Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM). EVMs were used throughout
the country for the first time in the 2004
general elections. The use of EVMs in 2004
saved around 1,50,000 trees which would
have been cut to produce about 8,000 tons of
paper for printing the ballot papers.
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AN el e & oA eey? Why should People Decide?

S fF &9 WG €, 9RA 15 S 1947 I AR g3 W India, as we know, became independent on 15 August 1947.
et & fom gt AW & S A UF S SR qivwe qod Preceding this was a long and difficult struggle in which
el A1 39 T4 § HES % 9gd 9R dadi Hi Eedgnl many sections of society participated. People from various
off| TE-TE &I Y=YH & @ 4 399 9r foan 39 o, backgrounds joined the struggle and they were inspired by
uFEal agr fofg i § feed & faurd |9 9f@ 9 the 1deas of freedom, equality and participation 1n decision—
TSR T B Ao T ST sTrEer 1 aEndT 1o ) making. Under colonial rule, the people had lived in fear

of the British government and did not agree with many of
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9 TIFR & 9gd 9 HOal 9 Eedd 9| dfed 3R 9

they tried to criticise these decisions. The freedom

el F1 A B A I Y TR B F movement changed this situation. The nationalists began
Ugdl ol Al e 4 Fe feufd awe el Iegan to openly criticise the British government and make
geta fafew TR #1 e FH o 3R 9t 1 a9 demands. As far back as 1885, the Indian National Congress
FE oI 1885 H & UG TLE FUF A " & fE demanded that there be elected members in the legislature

faurfaer § fraifaa 9= eF =ifeu 3R 3= 992 W ==
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FH T Y PBA F AfuER e =ifew 1909 # W with a right to discuss the budget and ask questions. The
TaHHS HH e TR | F G d% fAditgd grariee i Government of India Act 1909, allowed for some elected
e Fl Hopdl ¢ < grellte fafes TR & siarta 9918 T representation. While these early legislatures under the
4yt faunfasd Teafesl & 9gd w1 ® 39| & R0 British government were in response to tl}c growing
& o off afFd T o T G g demands of the rlljmmal;sts, thg_\: did not 3110.\\:' for all l\a.dults
AR o= = o m 3 # 39 & faota i § fea tO vote nor could people participate in decision making,
o Hhd 9|
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s f e v W q gl "": EIRIECINE IS $ As you read in Chapter 1, the experience of colonial rule as
FITA A T Fod H W & A h el F well as the participation of different people in the struggle

YR R Tegarfeal i favara & @ o fF @dd 9 o for freedom left little doubt in the minds of the nationalists
Tl T 3 STEA H g9Ifad F 9 el | few o that all persons in independent India would be able to
1 oal TEd € Waadl G W g UF @ad 9 & participate 1in making decistons. With the coming of
AN 94 916 9| SR 391 J8 Haod T8l 91 T SR independence, we were going to be citizens of a free

T 9% & hdl 9| THH1 Haod 98 o1 fF 3™ SR Hl
AN F STELl SR " o 9fd Hagaviel @A B SEaEd
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HoH o g9l 3R AFREIS 3 @ad 9Rd o GfauE | 39
w9 v fFan 39 Sfaum 7 gEifas 995 gafusr &
fagia #1 379 SEYHE 995 FafusR &1 qded ¢ fF
29 & 9 gaF AN # A & F1 AfUER 2

e =nfev, 39eF wyr o s wwEoT
G o E

FATE HiATeT &1 g foreres g
farar wmar € ar feaenfedat grn -
MYkt T | 39 19 | hig Weh
AT & AT TE? St i

country. This did not mean that the government could do
what 1t felt like, 1t meant that the government had to be
sensitive to people’s needs and demands. The dreams and
aspirations of the freedom struggle were made concrete 1n
the Constitution of independent India that laid down the
principle of universal adult franchise, 1.e. that all adult
citizens of the country have the right to vote.

Give one reason why you think
there should be universal adult
franchise.

Do you think there would be
any difference if the class
monitor was selected by the
teacher or elected by the
students? Discuss.
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People and their Representatives

ST 3T Ik wlataty

Teufd %1 fa=R diad 1 weFfag el 81 Tenfd &1 Hacid
¢ W', wigia AR | % fewed @ W foig @

The take-off point for a democracy is the idea of consent, 1.c.
the desire, approval and participation of people. It is the

AT TR R A R D S P decision of people that creates a democratic government and
v m decides about its functioning. The basic idea 1n this kind of

e 3 €1 36 W EF AT 6 % T W A € democracy 1s that the individual or the citizen 1s the most
AR A1 A & T HEg € SR Al T W TR important person and that in principle the government as well
TS 3 AR M 9 3 AR RS e e as other public institutions need to have the trust of these

citizens.
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e TR i AT Bl 9 <a1 €2 941 fF 3 ven €, How does the individual give approval to the government? One
Tl 3 &1 UH qlw 9@ ¢ @ GEg o fau oW way of doing so, as you read, 1s through elections. People would
yfafaferi 1 393 # 2 == fraifaq wfafafuai § 9 o= clect their representatives to the Parliament, then, one group

TYE FLHN S €1 Sl g 94 T gt wfafafiai o 5| from among these elected representatives forms the government.
TR Fi & HAZ FHel a1 ¢ I8 GHE FhR H] (4030 The Parliament, which 1s made up of all representatives together,
2 3R 3I9F1 ArleyE F 21 39 foee 9 3w faeifad COn}fols and guides the government. In this sense people, through
yfafafesi & T | @M # 9@R 99 © iR 3§ W their chosen representatives, form the government and also

control it.

for a7




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

39 W2 | 9919 FY9rl UF 09 %@ This photo shows election staff using an
Y figq waeR &% 9% WagH Al AR elephant to carry polling material and EVMs to
T alfen qyia vger & fou polling stations located in difficult terrain.

T F1 TS FL T B
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yfafifie &1 o= fa=ur Fan 6 3R 7 F Iwl9F wa
TSIt S+ MSATH] H1 Tk Hedyol faug o1 29 39
99 ¥ Ted @ ufifeq ¥ f& R & fafm = W
wfaffeai 1 999 fFa @@ fFa s 21 e f=fafaa
HAY o °EE 9 31 a9l &1t 9R R Sea

The above idea of representation has been an important theme
in your Class VI and VII Social and Political 1 ife textbooks. You
are familiar with how representatives are chosen at different
levels of government. Let us recall these ideas by doing the
following exercises.
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. faurms (THUem) $F e @ AR SHE g 9 fmE W @ - 39 91 &1 9HEH o fo
‘fatem &=’ 3R ‘wfafafae’ w=ai =1 93m #1{

2. T fauraw X §6g (Gi&gW) & o9 &1 B ¢ — 39 aR § I fus & 9y
=91 HifaU|

3. AU faFcsi 4 4 FH 9 F1H T TEFR F € IR $F § &g GEFR F 87
(%) =9 o |y wifqyol &y @ S|

(@) 97 W3 | 91 o ded AH aict 9t Thell § el 8 Hi 918 i gdensti ¥ 9el
Eiu

() SR 3R TR & §" UH T4 e o S
(]1) 1000 ¥4 &1 741 A S = s
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1. Use the terms ‘constituency’ and ‘represent’ to explain who an MLA is and how the
person gets elected?

2. Discuss with your teacher the difference between a State Legislative Assembly
(Vidhan Sabha) and the Parliament (Lok Sabha).

3. From the list below, identify the work of a State government and that of a Central
government.
(a) The decision of the Indian government to maintain peaceful relations
with China.
(b) The decision of the Madhya Pradesh government to discontinue Board
exams in Class VIII for all schools under this Board.
(c) Introduction of a new train connection between Ajmer and Mysore.
(d) Introduction of a new 1,000 rupee note.
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4. TroafafEa v 1 faa @A °§ $1-
i F9F qAFR; faraHi: g : 999 9 9
AR G99 H dihdits SR i SAHAR R gfafagers @isas S G & A 2
uﬁlﬁﬁz{aﬁmﬂa}n ........................................ feeaerl =1 +d afesw g9 wfwan & s
.................................. BT EN T oo, T S 3 AR T
fm@léﬁ%l S & 2R § UH frdt SR F dlddaiasd Tl Fel S GHdl S 3799 S
............................................. q 2t 81| T9F1 Haod 98 2 % 29 & 99 9% A #i are A

5. 39 9% 9% ¢ o =Ed, T faufae @ 59t & fou 94 9 9 R faifaa gt
H1 5 GiA F @ty o fow g9 S @) om =i 2 sAwfatatiat # ea F9 gl & fag
& = S ®, SaR &% ferg @2

6. 9 TE Ug U ¢ [ GLHR &1 FRAEE W A Heafa 1 @eafa =g FE & fog «m
el TAE H1 & T TEl S, dfed o g T W AfETER w5 ) 9 39 B 9 s
& WU 39 W@ & 19 qiek aa1 aHd 82
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4. Fill in the blanks with the following words.
universal adult franchise; MLAs; representatives; directly

Democratic governments in our times are usually referred to as representative
democracies. In representative democracies, people do not participate .........cccccvruenne...
but, instead, choose their .......................through an election process. These...................
meet and make decisions for the entire population. These days, a government
cannot call itself democratic unless it allows what is knOWNn as .......c.cccncecececcrnenenees
This means that all adult citizens in the country are allowed to vote.

5. You have read that most elected members whether in the Panchayat, or the Vidhan
Sabha or the Parliament are elected for a fixed period of five years. Why do
we have a system where the representatives are elected for a fixed period and not
for life?

6. You have read that people participate in other ways and not just through elections
to express approval or disapproval of the actions of government. Can you describe
three such ways through a small skit?
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|. YRAE TOE 391 H1 Fared HEA UG GEen 71 36 9 UeA § — T g9 SR ol 99
2. TS T ¥ e 245 TS B 2| 39 o IWLUfd TF A9 F g9l e 2
3. @ G H el 545 FEET BId 8| THH! 1AL Wil WYl A F 2

1. The Parliament of India (Sansad) is the supreme law-making institution. It has two Houses, the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha.
2. Rajya Sabha (Council of States), with a total strength of 245 members, is chaired by the Vice-President of India.
3. Lok Sabha (House of the People), with a total membership of 545, is presided over by the Speaker.
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qaeE i Yiar
TG oh a1 7f3d &l T3 IR 998 elidhad o (ggidl d
RAE S 1 3 F1 g 21 3 fagia € fofg ufemm
¥ a1 #1 et weafd W smufE sl wur
e H TGS % UG Hew AieAl ¢ i Ag Sedl &l
uﬁﬁmmamﬁm%ﬂWHﬁwﬁﬁi~
forg e T fauael & Tou 99 @d el aM i W
ﬁmnwéﬁmﬁq‘famﬁwwaﬁﬁjwk

")

H fe@mn mn 2,739 #i 9gd

The Role of th¢€ Parliamerft

Created after 1947, the Indian Parliament 1s an expression
of the faith that the people of India have 1n_principles of
dcmocracy.s These are participation by people in the

ng process and government by consent. The

€C1S1I0n-m
Parllament in our system has immense powers because it 1s
the representative of the people. Elections to the Parliament
are held 1n a similar manner as they are for the state
legislature. The Lok Sabha 1s usually elected once every five

L ¢ wiidbiia ars. The country 1s divided into numer constituenct
s . years. The country 1s divided into numerous constituencies
1 495 4 2| g Il SEEIR AHAR T : . : , . .
3 w5 as shown in the map on page 41. Each of these constituencies
fafi= TsHifa® T & o5 2 2 '

elects one person to the Parliament. The candidates
who contest elections usually belong to different
political parties.




