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What Does it Mean to be Sociallyf Marginalised?

To be marginalised is to be forced to occupy the sides or fringes and thus not be at the

centre of things. This is somgtr u haw&p«oba&wm-ﬁejme
classroom or playground. If you are not like most people in your class, that is,_if0ur
taste in music or films is different, it your accent marks you out from others, if you are
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less chatty than others in your class, if you don't play Yhe”same sport that many of
your classmates like, if you dress differently, the chances are that you|will not be
considered to be ‘in’ by your peers. So, often, you end up feeling that you ge ‘'not with
It" - as if what you say, feel and think and how you act are not quite right or acceptable

to others.
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As in the classroom, in the social environment too, groups of people or communities
may have the experience of being excluded. Their marginalisation can be because they
speak a different language, follow different customs or belong to a different religious
group from the majority community. They may also feel marginalised because they are
poor, considered to be of ‘low’ social status and viewed as being less human than
others. Sometimes, marginalised groups are viewed with hostility and fear. This sense
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of difference and exclusion leads to communities not having access to resources and
opportunities and in their inability to assert their rights. They experience a sense of
disadvantage and powerlessness vis-a-vis more powerful and dominant sections of
society who own land, are wealthy, better educated and politically powerful. Thus,
marginalisation is seldom experienced in one sphere. Economic, social, cultural and

political factors work together to make certain groups in society feel marginalised.

In this chapter, you will read about two communities that are considered to be socially
marginalised in India today.
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Adivasis and Marginalisation
An Adivasi Family in Delhi Soma and Helen are
watching the Republic Day parade on TV with their

randfather
% Oh see! An adivasi roD

j ‘; \—} ‘\‘._ }

Dadu why do they always show
adivasis as only dancing?

KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES
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The lives of adivasis are
very rich; most people
don't know that.

Yes, don't they know
anything else about us!
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When | was young, our village in Odisha was
beautiful. We got everything we needed from
the land and the forests around us. We in

turn respected the land, the forest, the river.
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Suddenly we were told that the forest was not ours.
Forest officials and contractors cut down large
parts of it. If we protested they beat us and then
% took us to court, where we did not have our

. lawyers and cou not f"ght our cases.

'1"
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- Then how did you survive,
y Dadu?
- | ‘//' - ‘ =

Many of us were forced to leave our
Z9H | 9gd S @ # A9 J-an homes and find seasonal work in
oIE3 T2 | HH-IH 3 U e 5 nearby towns.

qyg-uyg w1 @ @@, vn 3% S o)
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Then the companywallahs came.
They said there was iron ore under
our land, they wanted to mine it.

i . They promised jobs and money, if we
sold our land to them. Some

= villagers were excited. Others said
| this would destroy our lives and we

=-—= would get nothing. Some gave
thumbprints, not realising they were
selling their lands off. Only a few
were given token jobs. But most of
us did not sell... L, FILE “
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Then they beat and threatened us till
eventually everyone was forced to sell and

abandon the land of their forefathers. They
\ had the support of the authorities. Our e
.\ whole way of living vanished overnight. & .

"
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A® %31 s wEr

TFHTHI S/FL Oh, Dadu! And our land what...

b i % EF , TR [ _ For our 30 acres we got a little
a3 wrg-a T fen ¥ o S e money from one contractor. |

R, 7 e never saw most of my friends
iRl | ‘

again.
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The money hardly lasted in the city. We had
no means of livelihood anymore. We were

all cramped into a tiny rented room. How we
missed our carefree lives, the open spaces.
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After a few years your father got a job in
Delhi and we all moved here. Those were
very difficult times... That is why both of you
did not go to school for several years.
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| hated going back to school.
We had missed so much of our
studies and other children
made fun of us. We spoke
Santhali at home, and did not
know Hindi.

But now we have
friends. | can even
speak some English
Now.




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

You can still tell them
about our village. It has
a lot to teach them...

| wish | could have
shown my friends our
village before it was
destroyed.

One day I'll make a
S movie on this story, our
- story, the adivasi story.
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You just read about how Dadu was forced to leave his village L’Fabﬂlj fﬂfl\‘}]

in Odisha. Dadu’s story 1s similar to the hives of millions of
Adivasis 1in India. You will read more about the
marginalisation of this community in this chapter.
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Who are Adivasis?

—

—

riginal inhabitan
, and often continue to live,

Adivasis — the term literally means
— are communities w

O uve

in close association withfarests. Aroun cent of

India’s population 1s nd many of India’s most

important mining and industrial centres are located in

Adivasi areas — Jamshedpur, Rourkela, Bokaro and Bhila:

S
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among others. Adivasis “Are not a _homogeneous
population: there are over 500 ditferent Adivasi groups in

India. Adivasis are particularly numerous in states like

'Wha\ryxﬁd Madhvya Pradesh, M (uufrat,

Chhattisg:
Maharashtr Ra;\’d('n Andh mduh ngl and 1n

the north- qutcrmLs of / um
ManipugyMeghalgya, \Imm?(l\mgq ang md F' As
like Odisha 1s Mdme to morethan 60 different tribal groups.
Adivast societs

A. A state
2o-onst distinctive because there 1s
often very littl gfiong them. This makes them

radically different jommunities organised around

\were ruled by kings.

principles of jati-varna (castd) or thosg
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Adivasis practise a range of tribal religenis that are different
from Islam, Hinduism and Christianity. These often involve,
the worship of ancestors, village and nan‘u;e/prlrnts the last

associated with and resigefp in variopeAtes e landscape
— ‘mountain-spirits’, Aiver-spiritg?; ‘anigdl-spirits’, etc. The
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FAFGL ME Fi % i Fuifa ofes aa-g<i 4 o =t | V illage spmts are often \\()rxhnppcd at specific saffed groves
It & safE IYEHT i F1 o 21 enfeart @ Within the village boundary w hl]L{[hL ancestral oneq are
U9 JM-UTH & a‘(aﬂ'{ '§'Hl’§ afz o9 3 e, 99 usually wors hipped at home. Additionally, Adivasis have
qfgq snfz 9o 9 o WTfél?l R @ F A T fiEE 8 always been influenced by different surrounding religions
fF ofearadl & ] AT % Ol § Y li]'{c Shakta, Buddhist,. \v’ai.shna\.r', _Bhakti and Christianity.

. . Simultanceously, Adivasi religions themselves have
Y o T SR gEd @ 21 IS H Sy vy W, ’ e & .
— o influeaced dominant religions of the empires around them,

——
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@A H & 99 HRUT "gaev e fafe= Explain at least three different

‘{J’t{ggﬁmmwaﬁmg| reasons why groups may be
o \ marginalised.

a1 ol ISMET &1 AU Ma =1

BT q=T? Why was Dadu forced to leave

his village in Odisha?
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anfeafaal #1 St S F21 S 2 Tribals are also referred to as
Adivasis.

You may have heard the term

strgfaa st Scheduled Tribes. Scheduled
:ﬁﬁm A w&:;a?; Tribes is the term used for
fou = v %1 T A S 2 Adivasis used by the Indian
aqfeardt SR T government in various official
ot T m mg documents. There is an official
o iRt list of tribes. Scheduled Tribes
m off S 2 e are often grouped together with

Scheduled Castes in the category

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.
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3R ITET a1 M § &hiq | e In your own city or village, who

IO 9T &2 ==t & would you think are the
| _ | marginalised groups? Discuss.

T ATT 39 T o TRt Can you name some Adivasi

AT WHETS ST ATH Fal communities that live in your
qFd £ state?

——— . What languages do the
A% WHETT I |l QAT "Aerar &7 sneak? e !
T 9 FIAT oF T T8d &7 9.0 ,
. " i i Do they live close to the
awyaﬁtmnwmu forest?
W &7

Do they migrate to other
regions looking for work?
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r example, the Jagannath cult of Odisha and Shakt and )
l'antric traditions in Bengal and Assarh. During the nineteen

century, substantial numbers of Adivasis converted to
Christianity, which has emerged as a very important religion in
modern Adivast history.

0 @




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

.. : o A )
. . ﬁ

» ’ 3 - - »
; . r
y ) ol : -

e Y ¥

o
' -

LU I Tr "

3 T H H Fol- o S/ The above two i a es of tribal communities in

daidiaade - their tradmonal costumes are) often the onl
smlﬁ e - | nly
ST 2 gg—: ;?R?; ;12 ways in nmes are N
TeramEt 7 St 2 fn sfrard represented. This then le
b e e Rewa” Wkl ¥ as being / - and /backward'.




Il
Y
T
L(







BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

snfeataal 1 T 9o @ E (3§ WRW g g gl
fifeehel 3fe 3R H9aa: mﬁguﬁ%)lﬁmmaﬁﬁw* N
St e’ WA e # e AR w gt sl
T 3T Wl e ael Rl G e SRl 21 ST 3T @ ' JT?@
W—qﬁmiﬁm?ﬁ‘%)ézﬁzmsﬁmvﬁmi 2l [

Adivasis have their own languages (most of them radically
different from and possibly as old as Sansknit), which have
often deeply influenced the formation of ‘mamnstream’ Indian
languages, like Bengali. Santhali has the largest number of
speakers and has a significant body of publications including
magazines on the internet or in e-zines.
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Adivasis and Stereotyping

Y
In India, we usually

pftrticulqr ways. 'l'hus" rin# school functi(ms or othcr

divast communities in

Besides this, we seem to know very little about the rcalitic.




BY :

KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY -

KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

aganﬁmmwmmﬁms‘lm%ﬁmsﬁaﬁ
a@ywﬁmmaﬁzﬁmw%l Spir

T S 2 o A s @ ae aed) 2
&M 9l B HE oid @ 16 ﬁwmaqﬁmnﬁgm
e E1 FE 6 F FHAE § ST TG A1 @ IR B

- S § dE w0 LT TS € T % R
& Y HFR fHa d29@ BF o 2

of their lives. This often wrongly leads to people believing
that they are ¢xouic-primitive and backward. Often

Adivasis are blamed aQir lagk of advancement as they
are believed to be » change or new ideas. You
will remember that you read in Class VI book how

P —

stereoty pmg Qarncular C()mm;mws_can.lumi_un_mzp.n;_

discriminating ag
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Adivasis and Development

==

As you have already read in your history textbook, forests
were absolutely crucial to thc du Ll()pmcnt of all empires

and settled civilisations 4 10 e 1%
copper, and gold 'md invaluable
timber, most mcdlcma urb 'md 'un A r()ducts wax,

lac, honey) and animals themselves (LIL ha ¢ mainstay
of impenal armies), all came from the t()rcsts In addition,

@, W)WWW(M tﬂ‘lﬁwa’tmanm
g 1 8), q gt sirenl 9 g faed 81 39 A
&mmﬁﬁﬁWwaan%l :

the continuation of life depended heavily on forests, that
hdp fLCh'lfgL many of India’s rivers and as 1s bccnmmg,

— —
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afER 9% g9R 39 &1 991 femm Sat 9 < §311 & aﬁ'{ air and water. Forests covered the majar partalous country
*H 9 &1 ﬁlﬁf %Tfﬁ & | d% ol = ﬁl‘?l'lﬁ tillmcmtlwd-ﬁh&aum&gd a deep knowledge
afeafaal & 99 SEEE 79 91 EGl : e of, access to, as well as control over most of these vast tracts at
U3 off| 39T STl W 1{([ frazor ot em G least till the middle of the nineteenth century. This meant that

g a-ag] ﬁ-qm;ﬁ 3;9,; warEl & a3 T8 @) afes W they were not ruled by large states and empires. Instead, often
o TR T 5 m P 1 il empires heavily depended on Adivasis for the crucial access to

forest resources.

v
/-
7
7
r
/

/




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

Wﬁwwﬁamﬁmﬁgﬁﬂld@ﬂm%lm ‘v ol

ﬁzr&wréaﬁz o
ﬁmwﬁwaﬁtﬁ

/
7
ﬁwwﬁﬁmmﬁléwwwam?}l ‘

somewhat(marginal and powerless @pmmunities. In the prc-
colonial world;they were tradition
gatherers and nomads and lived by

This 1s radically contrary to our image of Adiv asls@ \\7

hifting agriculture anc
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also cultivating in one place. Although these remats; for
the past 200 years Adivasis have been increasingly forced —
through economic changes, forest policies and political
force applied by the State and private industry — to migrate
to lives as workers in plantations, at construction sites, in
industries and as domestic workers. For the first time in
history, they do not control or have much direct access to
the forest territories.
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What metals are important in
present-day India? Why?
Where do they come from? Are
there Adivasi populations
there?

List five products that you use
at home that come from the
forest.

By whom were the following

demands being made on forest
land?

« timber for construction of
houses and railways

« forest land for mining

« forest land for agriculture by
non-tribal people

« reserved by government as
wildlife parks

In what ways would this affect
tribal people?
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From the 1830s onwards, Adivasis from Jharkhand and
adjoining areas moved in very large numbers to various

AEE 3 HIE F I & SEarE 1830 F 9 9 &

g 99 @A H 9Rd 3R g F 5 e - wife, plantations in India and the world - Mauritius, the
Fifar 3v =l 9% fF Aefom 4 5@ ® 21 9@ %1 99 Caribbean and even Australia. India's tea industry
UM 99 § 39 99 & 94 & AW T | =2 8 I 2 became possible with their labour in Assam. Today, there
S IS aEn | 70 9 sfEE § m R are 70 lakh Adivasis in Assam alone. The story of this

3 P A treqelf migration is full of extreme hardship, torture, heartbreak

, A, foe i i @ 2 and death. For example, in the nineteenth century alone

T | & T TARA % FEW 5 AR SR 99 % g H o five lakh Adivasis had perished in these migrations. The
& 9 A9 fem mn i enfzafaEl # sEEet SR sEw b song below captures the hopes of the migrants and the
I35 arfaF | 1 9 99 FE 2 reality they faced in Assam.
qw fod T = Come Mini, let's go to Assam
AR 29 ﬁ @ T T ¥ Our country has so much suffering
Y F oy T it The country of Assam, oh Mini
et 9 9 9 & a9 B Has tea gardens full of greenery...
HER FEd € FH, FH The Sardar says work, work
g FE@ ¢ 3T THS AR 3 A The Babu says catch and bring them in
Hied FEdl € H qR @l 39 g The Saheb says I'll take off the skin of your back

% SIM, 94 BH 99 9 981 39 S 2
- 99, U4, FRES gaue : UyHiTge #eat U HEed

Hey Jaduram, you deceived us by sending us to Assam .

Source: Basu, S. Jharkhand Movement: Ethnicity and Culture of Silence

TH whiaar § 94T "ard & WAy What do you think this poem
famar = T 272 is trying to convey?
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7% Widl 3Ll & Fremers! fat & This is a photo of Niyamgiri Hill located in

feors =it wergt #1 81 7% Kalahandi district of Odisha. This area is
S F1e A Afeard F924  jnhabited by Dongarria Konds, an Adivasi ,
F1 TAH] ¥ WA T8 A F O community. Niyamgiri is the sacred mountain of - |
yfas wda 21 UF a2t uegHitTam this community. A major aluminium company is
A Tl @A AR AE T planning to set up a mine and a refinery here
(fererdt) = =edt €1 7€ A which will displace this Adivasi community.

79 nfeardt T 1 fawfa FT They have strongly resisted this proposed

i) 39 HHIE & @ A 6 WEEd deyelopment and have been joined by

A 1 S faiy fan 2 environmentalists as well. A case against the
TSR | 3 WA FL® company s also pending in the Supreme Court.
€| Tates =EeE 9 %y & faens

qHeH it 9E @ 2
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TR T SR Wt F JE EF m ﬁwna g aﬁ Forest lands have been cleared for imber and to get land for
A b w1 g ) skt & gl § @t e agriculture and industry. Adivasis have also lived 1n areas that
AN = yiepfask wEreAl #1 f qER @21 i $ are rich in minerals and other natural resources. These are taken
FHIA F1 @ R = T stenfe afEsme & fag over for mining and other large industnal projects. Powerful
qR-AR S T 2| S g W e FH % T W forces have often colluded to take over tribal land. Much of
aaer T2 A euwn fueet wm fEa 81w aR 39 the time, the land 1s taken away forcefully and procedures are
T FaE At T 2 @R fuifa wfeansti &1 uem 9ga @ not followed. According to official figures, more than 50 per

9 5 T 2 9= 3EE § U 9o € R '@ 3R cent of persons displaced due to mines and mining projects
are tribals. Another recent survey report by organisations
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am w3 AR | EH Al H 50 Sfavd | working among Adivasis shows that 79 per cent of the persons
I el Sfear @ Al o e FTH FE g displaced from the states of Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
TSl 1 TH qrai waa e | v =ema 2 W Odssha and Jharkhand are tribals. Huge tracts of their lands
TUHIE, 3= FrEe | S m §'I % W have also gone under the waters of hundreds of dams that
w | 3! 9ET TR 1 ot have been built in independent India. In the North east, their

T o o Jeal B g4 g 81 JAT T "'b lands remain highly militarised. India has 101 national
i @ T A Tl 3R 37 o Tﬁ'—? are B parks covering 40,564 sq km and 543 wildlife sanctuaries

H fasft 21 9% emEn A 4 101 T<LHE Wé? (40.564/ 3 covering 1,19.776 sq km. th\L are areas where tribals
farande) 3R 543 91 59 JA9AR0F (1,19,776 31 fRanfier) oniginally lived but were evicte en they continue
g1 3 U9 3o € el g ®9 § SAfaarE w®1 w9 3E to stay in these forests, they ncroachers.

3% 98 ¥ I9g fam e 7 SR A 3 Svel § P &
FIYE FG € o 3% TS Fa1 S 2
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anfeardt ST 10,000 9% o G
F1 TS FE 21 ITH F A Adivasis use around 10,000

8 000 YSIfaal ZaEd & dr W plant spec[es - approximately
8,000 species are used for

325 Wl FIEARER & TR W, medicinal purposes; 325 are
425 wnfeE e, A 3&"5"5 & used as pesticides; 425 as

dR W 3R 550 FenfaEr @i & fog gums, resins and dyes; 550 as
TEHIEA H1 S 21T ¥ 3500 fibres; 3,500 are edible. This
gSTfadl 9= & ®9 § T5I9rel 2t entire knowledge system gets
& v anfEard TEE a9 ® ‘ wiped out when Adivasis lose
AU SAFR @ 2 F A 97 I their rights over forest lands.

FH Ut @ B A6 2
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AT THA R Sell 9 fawed W enfiard gygE ssifas
AR 9IS o A YA Eidl 9 afad 8 9 81 379 W
e il & fed 9 #1 998 9 9gd 9R nfeardt & &
ey | YRl &1 T L ® 2| Tl 5% SIRe-Hie A, IHRd
71 fmiv Toell W 9gd Aelt 90 dielt AehiEl et 98dl gl
39 @ 9 TE 3R AEE % e W BEd Fe S 81 e
Tea! | 45 Wioea 3R Rl sl | 35 wfava sfiardt T
e 1 @ W A O 95 i 21 39E! 998 9 9 #E @e
& A9E F1 fER 2 9 € 3% 98 9N 99 G0 &
foR ®d 81 snfzafea & <9 mera st 98 F9 2

Losing thetr lands and access to the forest means that tribals
lose their main sources of livelihood and food. Having
gradually lost access to their tradittonal homelands, many
Adivasis have migrated to cities in search of work where
they are employed for very low wages in local industries
or at building or construction sites. They, thus, get caught

in a cycle of poverty and deprivation. 45 per cent of tribal
groups 1n rural areas and 35 per cent in urban areas live below
the poverty line. This leads to deprivation in other areas. Many
tribal children are malnourished. Literacy rates among tribals
are also very low.
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aqwm"rmﬁwgamwgaqﬁaﬁf . —
In your opinion, why is it

¢ o anfeaanfaat @t ot 37ek Sen important that Adivasis should
?‘TT ?'“':‘IF” &+ W}? FWF&TF{ have a say in how their forests
TFEET § 39T &1 e ohl HIehl and forest lands are used?
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S afeAtadl #1 SHH WHA g S ¥ A When Adivasis are displaced from their lands, they lose
A o FA o A A Fgd FS 2 S eHen % fe much more than a source of income. They lose their
T B W@ 2 4 AT Wl R Gfg-fas dar 9 € W traditions and customs — a way of living and being. “They
f 3% S 3R wifE +1 | 81 3@ § U e took our farming land. They left some houses. They took
gfas= & o faeenfag [ TMfaz aF Fed 2, “I=iH the cremation ground, temple, well and pond. How will
T Wl F1 SHA B o 99 92 9 §EA 3 fqu 2 we surviver” says Gobindha Maran, who was displaced due
IR vINA 99, 6fe, U, a9, 99§59 59 Fed | o to a refinery project in Odisha.

fern 21 3@ g9 &9 fadq?”
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S fF o ug 9o €, onfgart Sfed o onfe 3R

IS AAW UF-59 9 92 8U 81 UF T § eF ol
famr T g w1 off yefaa e 21 399 "anE & fau
B arell STl R fararem #1 9% wfeha e A

AR fegw Bt 2

As you have read, there exists an interconnectedness
between the economic and social dimensions of tribal life.
Destruction in one sphere naturally impacts the other. Often
this process of dispossession and displacement can be
painful and violent.
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MTTEEHF AT BTITATRTOT Minorities and Marginalisation

In Unit 1, you read that the Constitution provides

safeguards to rehigious and hnguistic minornties as part of

our Fundamental Rights. Why do you think these minonty
groups have been provided these safeguards? The term

o @l &7 eTHEIF V= AHGR W U4 §9Ei & fore s
e s & it Wen 3 | aml AER F JHEe qgd that are numerically small in relation to the rest of the
%Y &l cifeh T8 SFaURN Shael G&A & FaId 9 & S population. However, it 1s a concept that goes well beyond

minority 18 most commonly used to refer to communities







T %1 T 7 Faw T T A 9F S S 5 92 5l

¢, dfceh 20 WSS o Gipfas @M f e 2 99 fF
A THE 1 H Yel o1, YA SiauE 39 a9 F1 9Fd ©
TEHEAF TR F1 TEhd THN 3 TR Hi AfqeAfE
g T Hehdl 21 TH GG | BieT AR TS HT A6 Gifad
e TEdl € 3R 99E ¢ fF B 99ed et W fagsd 9o

w1t | 0 ¥ sTeqderd HeEl #1 9gHetE e & Gigias
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numbers. It encompasses 1ssues of power, access to resources
and has social and cultural dimensions. As you read in Unit
1, the Indian Constitution recognised that the culture of
the majority influences the way in which society and
government might express themselves. In such cases, size
can be a disadvantage and lead to the marginalisation of the
relatively smaller communities. Thus, safeguards are needed
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to protect minority communities against the possibility of
being culturally dominated by the majority. They also

FAL i AR H 99 o fole Geareds qauHl Sl 96|
Tt 1 WENE S% 9S9E 3R THE F ST | o | d by the |
T F F9 @ TffeE § 9R geE o S, Hufd protect them against any discrirmmation and disadvantage
; Qi that thev may face. Given certain conditions, communities

3R FYEIET & AN § gUEa Ot 9egd FT Ghd 81 ST ¥ ' | .
: . that are small in number relative to the rest of society may
1 I8 A 79 3R 9¢ Tehdl ¢ 9 SeUHETH AR TREEIF . : M
2 : Y % 3 o = feel insecure about their hives, assets and well-being. This
TR o Ha T | Wi H ¥ G 9T sense of insecurity may get accentuated if the relations
between the minority and majority communities are
fraught. The Constitution provides these safeguards because




zafew &1 T ® % eum dfaum wRa #1 giasfas fafawa
H1 G 41 EFEA 9 FF H1 T & 4fq Gheqag 2
ST o 39 1A 5 ° Ug ok €, FA F FEE W@H 3R
Hifes Afus”l #1 99R FE@ § FAgufas TH @Y
qfae fAurdt €1 s fedt ot i =1 tm o €
3Heh Hifers ARl #1799 2 W1 2 dl 98 Qe | o
a1 2 AU 3E 3 WENE H1 A9 § GEeHEl & §ad
H IfyrErsior S g9

FCqHETT o foTu g6 qraTeieh
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it 1s committed to protecting India’s cultural diversity and
promoting equality as well as justice. As you have already
read in Chapter 5, the judiciary plays a crucial role 1n
upholding the law and enforcing Fundamental Rights.
Every citizen of India can approach the courts if they believe
that their Fundamental Rights have been violated. Now
Iggons understand marginalisation 1in the context of the
Muslim communaity.

Why do we need safequards for
minorities?
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Muslims and Marginalisation

According to2011 censys, Mushims are 14.2 per cent of
India’s populatton and are considered to be a marginalised

“community 1n India today because in comparison to other

communities, they have over the years been deprived of
the benefits of socio-economic development. The data n
the three tables below, derived from different sources,
indicate the situation of the Muslim community with
regard to basic amenities, literacy and public employment.
Read the tables below. What d ¢ these tables tell
us abgut the socio-eco of the Muslim
community?
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l. gAYd gfaemd, 2008-2009

giftier A okl |T farstett T T U
feg 75.2 43.7
Ty TR | @ > L
I (6933 86.2 48.0 —
fora 96.0 49.3
T B T TR e e

TEES HAueR o, e ST, 9Ra SR, T fEeelt, 9. 346, 389, 392.

T4 | ShiA-H WU &l Jo9d Giagnd 9ad e 37 @ad hd SUcte & 2
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|. Access to Basic Amenities, 2008-2009

Religious Community Pucca House | Electricity | Tap Water
Hindu 65.4 75.2 43.7
Muslim 63.8 67.5 35.8
Christian 69.3 86.2 48.0
Sikh 913 96.0 49.3

Source: India Human Development Report 2011: Towards Socidf Inclusion, Oxford Ungversity Press for Insttgte of Applied
Manpower Research, Planning Commission, Government pf India, New Delhy, |p. 346, 389, 392.

Which of these communities have the most and the least access flo basic amenities?
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2. faf=1 wmi 4 wewan <, 2011 (wfoem) / @

T fg fem  f g
gl

i il
(/ ahma?amwzon‘ |

Christtans  Sikhs  Buddhists Jains
74 67 71 86

Source: Census of India 2011

Which of these communities have the highest and the lowest literacy rate?
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3. W AfEl § qEemEl w1 gfaee 4

SrErs! g AT gRAE Hag gEaHe F
et g1 gfem g fajw d@an mmw ftsré

» 53853 @

wﬁgwﬁwmmaﬁmmﬁm a:rfzfarqaﬁnmﬁwﬁ
QUHEH 1 I=9 W9 qfufa &1 e, 2006

q 3Tehs T =aTd 27 /
lll. Public Employment of Muslims (percentages)

Population IAS IPS IES  Central Public State PSU  Banks & RBI
Sector Unit (PSU)

135 @ @ 33 " 108 22

Source: Sodal, Economic and Educational Status of the Muslim Community of India, Pime Mimster’s High Level
Committee Report 2006

What do these figures convey?
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39 9 H UM § Wd g & guemm faem & fafv= -
Thasl R {188 gu &, TR 4 2005 H Uh 39 Wig 9ifa

SEE S
Tffa 3 IR | qEie G 1 A, Sfdes IR Sefoes
feafa =1 sreen form fOR o 3@ wEE & wifvEER @@
faar 9 rege fea T 7)1 |fufa #1 e 9 9ar =o€ %

Recognising that Muslims in India were lagging behind in terms
of various development indicators, the government set up a
high-level committee 1n 2005. Chaired by Justice Rajindar
Sachar, the committee examined the social, economic and
educational status of the Muslim community in India. The
report discusses in detail the margimnalisation of this community.
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fafv= amfere, sfeie Td i Herasi o feda | gaemH
ﬁﬁuﬁagqﬁamﬁlaﬁtaﬁﬁamﬁfa@mm

Tl | faerdt-Serdt €1 Sae & fa, 7- 16wﬁ
Wﬁmmﬁm%@&ﬁ% /@

A FIET FHH A TF € amﬁ%(gg%)l

[t suggests that on a range of social, economic and educational
indicators the situation of the Muslim community 1s comparable
to that of other marginalised communities like Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes. For example, according to the Report
the average years of schooling for Muslim children between
the ages of 7—16 1s much lower than that of other socio-religious
communities (page 506).
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et e ol 2 e i S O R e e T 1
T ACTHEAH] H1 e GHHHEl o 9t FE Afa-fam iR
FEAER GEAYN o YHTael FHIE! 3o 8| 99 761, A 59
Gl | oohl, @el 3@ 3R %W 29 @ dod fGEn

FEconomic and social marginalisation experienced by
Muslims has other dimensions as well. Like other
minorities, Muslim customs and practices are sometimes
quite distinct from what 1s seen as the mainstream. Some — not
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wea wiufa frard & faw mo foren Read the data related to

o e o | schooling provided by the
Hast 3tfehsl ol ufeu-

' ‘ Sachar Committee Report:

® 519 T % W& ?5 ALENE e 25 per cent of Muslim
ool AT A1 HET T TEl T A children in the 6-14 year age
L= O E]ES qa: & et oft group have either never been
raTiaes- arfties THaETd o Yahrae enrolled in school or have

dropped out. This percentage

98 HEAT |gd a'g"} e (I3 58) iIs much higher than that of

&1 3! o € s za feafa | any other socio-religious
faea & foo ﬁﬂm T A community (page 58).
TEA 8?7 Do you think special measures

are required to address this
situation?
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afem Afead Ra ¥ afeen aneeH -STOY — 23
&1 TF Hewyu fewm @i 2 ATTACK 00 (S S

HOSLIMS NOHENSEESSRA\ g+ i8]

RIGHTS/ o *
Muslim women are an important part of B> - .
the women's movement in India. ~ i e 4 ‘

» .
A

.

il
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3 %l . g "Hﬁ A H Sl i all = Mushms may wear a burga, sport a long beard, wear a fez,
&l 33’1 ﬁ?ﬂﬁzﬁ q m HT HIFTI and these become ways to identify all Muslims. Because of this,

: : they tend to be identified differently and some people think

F Tl T FROT TFTL I 3T -* REMRODIE erilsrenry w prop
they are not like the ‘rest of us’. Often this becomes an excuse
i L '@ %@T SIGI %l 2 333 F"ﬁ"T tﬂ’fﬂ to treat them unfairly, and discriminate against them. This social

: ‘ ’aﬁ‘ﬁ ﬂ:hﬁ’ . marginalisation of Muslims 1n some instances has led to them
% fe = Lk %é Tl %| migrating from places where they have lived, often leading to
Hh I 'ﬂﬁ -’Fﬁa m HiT Tdd the ghettoisation of the community. Sometimes, this prejudice
w-ag-r{ m aﬁ-{ ﬁqua ‘a,-[ am ]Cﬂds (O hﬂ[f@d ﬂﬂd ViOlCﬂCC.

o1 ST 81 JHHE! & 391 difseh
BT o &R0 s feafaar |
3 5 zomhl § 9eel § ®d 3T B,
8l 9 e o © o999 a1

3hT ST ( ghettoisation)




g o 21 H-Ft 7€ qame g oiR few w w9
@ 2

TH A o ST WM H BHA 2@ T qEedEl & s
AR G YA & a9 T8 GaY ¢ 39 3 o
98 A9A enfeanaal i feufa o a9 9 o 9en |adl e
# 39 9Ra o 3AEl w1 e frufd & R o 9 99 €)=
R G9el & HYEl 9 g1 9ol ¢ fF s o Sfea
ufteT € fomd fued & fou &2 @ =1 rHifaar, aeEr
AR et #1 T8 21 IHF oo™ ¢ [ GEYE gu
gftafaa sifusil @R 39 syl = 9HR FE 9 SEE
9 ifaai #1 & 9 'W 9 1 auer ARl o969 1 59
fam 7 at 7w Su fafavar 1 &0 FT U S TR W H
UF S B At & AR A gHEa o wfd 5T 1 wfaasan
F1 TEHR FI U
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In the above section of this chapter, we saw how in the case of the
Muslhim community there 1s a link between economic and social
marginalisation. Farher in this chapter, you read about the situation
of Adivasis. In your Class VII book, you read about the unequal
status of women in India. 'The experiences of all these groups
point to the fact that marginalisation 1s a complex phenomenon
requiring a variety of strategies, measures and safeguards to redress
this situation. All of us have a stake in protecting the nights defined
in the Constitution and the laws and policies framed to realise
these nights. Without these, we will never be able to protect the
diversity that makes our country unique nor realise the State’s
commitment to promote equality for all.



BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

e

W FAE ¥ T 98 99gH & WM fFa  fF el
THIE M 1 1 Haaa il €1 g9 fafa= aifvrend s
o FFYEl % 9 39 a6 S GHE & v 5 g1
TUEE o BV W ® WH o SIer-3Te SR 2 Jod®
IS 3HH] -6 9% W WegH St w21 e qE

Conclusion

In this chapter, we have tried to understand what it means to
be a marginalised community. We have tried to look at this
through the experiences of different marginalised communities.
There are different reasons for each of these communities being
marginalised. Each experiences marginalisation in different
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i 3@ & fF wfvEso &1 g9y 99E, gEine
IR Ve & ed™ ¥ S g3 81 BAR 39
¥ %% 3R i v wEE 2 <foa ot o5 @
&1 TH YA 2| 3H TR F aR § TH I
g § famr ¥ 9@ el ¥ FEeER
gt 2fgga & =& T @, afew foen =
I HEAET 9% Y69 o 9UeR qel Aol a2

ways. We have also seen that marginalisation 1s linked to
experiencing disadvantage, prejudice and powerlessness. In
India there are several more marginalised communities, like
Dalits, of whom you will read more in the next chapter.
Marginalisation results in having a low social status and not
having equal access to education and other resources.
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gt gfafa for 3 gouems & The Sachar Committee Report also
an o yafed g8d TeaweEl Fi debunked other prevalent myths about
§t 39T F7 fear #) smmdr v Muslims. It is commonly believed that the
) i .. Muslims prefer to send their children to
A Sl € fF qHewE A9 g= :
<o e o - Madarsas. The figures show that only
F1 fok weedl | 991 9ed 2

Bl e 2 . 4 per cent of Muslim children are in
AHKE | T A © F Fd 4 Madarsas, where as 66 per cent attend

Hfaerd qEeHE a4 HaGE § S government schools and 30 per cent
£ qgEeH # 66 wfave =4 private schools. (page 75)

T AR 30 wfavE = fasi

FAl R T E (TR 75)
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39 d1a9R BIVAr GHaEl &1 Siaq |t a9gen S

T ¢ AR aged 81 FE ft T UF €@ @

¥ 2l W T @l SR & FREE % 3 IEEn W

o % a9 5 39 2 wEr & a5 s afey

F1 UF w4 3fde W@ 2| TVEE GHEE U |ihfad

faferea a9 T =ed € iR @y & afusd, fawm o R

1 Ea H aua #1 fewm =@ed €) e #eg H ey

s & fafa= agel =3 =9 afven =1 9 f@g @@

fan 2
Yet, the lives of marginalised people can and do change. Thus,
no one 1s marginalised all the time 1n exactly the same way. If
we go back to the two examples of marginalisation we have
discussed, we will see that each of these groups has a long
history of struggle and resistance. Marginalised communities
want to maintain their cultural distinctiveness while having
access to rights, development and other opportunities. In the
next chapter, we will read about how different groups have

confronted marginalisation.
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| ‘BIEERTO Y | 39 9 9HEd 27 399 v ¥ g-de g fafau)

2. Afzardt emar v W F=6 faasd o1 ©® €7 9 SR 9dEy)
3. 39 eUEEAd TUIE S g & fou gt genst 1 4 wewyel 9d 87 396 U HR0 90
4, FCIHEAF N FGEED 9 T F @0 o) AeIEEIE Vs § A9 T qHAD 82

5. 9 UF 929 | ferw & © ¥ Wl A9 36 999 % quda | aoh 24 € 5 quemE uw e
e 21’ 39 AAE § § T IHEIE & YR W S a9 99 Sif)

6. HeYA HIfAU fF 9 TEifas W 26 a0 F1 9 3@ ® &) AYH! UF 2 ATYSF 9206
431 | 9% F=HS Fedl 8, "I afeanad Hi A @i, feet w-fad 21 e € w= AEd f@
wd 21" I9F! 99 g4 FL A9 974G ® nfafaat & staq | gafud #0 ad g qandt? 399
q = ad fad)

7. Taswea-vz o s 3@ 6 e g9 enfeafadl +1 wert W U fFew a9 wed 81 # 3
Afeafaal & an § UF el 99 I ITH1 928 FL GFhd 87

8. N A W AW G Hewd ¢ & anfdw wferao ik amfas efvern som | 92 gw €7 #49
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Exercises

1. Write in your own words two or more sentences of what you understand by the word
‘marginalisation’.

2. List two reasons why Adivasis are becoming increasingly marginalised.

3. Write one reason why you think the Constitution’s safeguards to protect minority communities
are very important?

4. Re-read the section on Minorities and Marginalisation. What do you understand by the term
minority?
5. You are participating in a debate where you have to provide reasons to support the following

statement: ‘Muslims are a marginalised community’. Using the data provided in this chapter, list
two reasons that you would give.

6. Imagine that you are watching the Republic Day parade on TV with a friend and she remarks,
“Look at these tribals. They look so exotic. And they seem to be dancing all the time”. List three
things that you would tell her about the lives of Adivasis in India.

7. In the storyboard you read about how Helen hopes to make a movie on the Adivasi story. Can
you help her by developing a short story on Adivasis?

8. Would you agree with the statement that economic marginalisation and social marginalisation are
interlinked? Why?
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I Hahold

Sa-ira- SAfaEl @ A= F UF HEE AT ANGR W FH9-99 F1 H@E F g9
frael yEE W 4 @ 2 £ T 9 999 $9 aEd 21 it Sgaey F9-Ara i1
=y € foad zfeml 1 599 59 9 s 2

TZTIFHAY- 98 VR ANAR T U ek 91 4%l & feru s v € foed g w9
UF ¥ SR F @M wd € Ay 39 fufa o wden At ufea w0 s s
21 7% v fafa= amfas, aiepfas 3t snfbds s w smaf@ @ g4 21w
7 geA ot et e # UEa 'R & fo gear % gEdl € e A9 TEE
® @M % 49w W IR T Ted e 2139 9EE % 9" SWaR W aw 9
fFe T & = fases 78 e € fowd srw 97 Y e 9 FEa = S 2

TEETT- A% | T W e F g 9w F YEEyE 8 A 2 6 39 °
T VI UF UH Agias §3¥ & fou wewe g ¢ e adaee aeea &
fifg-fard iR w=em #1 6 /61 99 W ¢ T %E § 39 @00 A S9EE H A
TN FE WA & {9 T # % 9 W @ €, G ag vt 41 adeane
9|

faranfua- 08 aim fo oy, @ anfz fawne faem ofasms 1 os@ FI W A &
few sa 39% W-ar | 39 frm s 2

Furiaa- vE =fE 8 gara s 3 g @ e
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GLOSSARY

Displaced: In the context of this chapter this refers to people who
are forced or compelled to move from their homes for big
development projects including dams, mining etc.

Hierarchy: A graded system or arrangement of persons or things. Usually
persons at the bottom of the hierarchy are those who have the least power. The caste system is a hierarchical
system and Dalits are considered to be at the lowest end.

Ghettoisation: A ghetto is an area or locality that is populated largely by members of a particular
community. Ghettoisation refers to the process that leads to such a situation. This may occur due to
various social, cultural and economic reasons. Fear or hostility may also compel a community to group
together as they feel more secure living amongst their own. Often a 'ghettoised’ community has few
options of moving out, which may lead to them becoming alienated from the rest of the society.

Mainstream: Literally this refers to the main current of a river or stream. In this chapter it is used to refer
to a cultural context in which the customs and practices that are followed are those of the dominant
community. In connection with this, mainstream is also used to refer to those people or communities that
are considered to be at the centre of a society, i.e. often the powerful or dominant group.

Militarised: An area where the presence of the armed forces is considerable.

Malnourished: A person who does not get adequate nutrition or food.







