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HATACT On Equality

St India is a democracy. In the
N _éw d " Class VI book, we looked at
st b w qEE T _ the key elements of a
dhaard Wi & T awal democratic government.

& @t H ugr 91, JE-Fr ese include people’s

® qTIEET, S99l participation, the

Wﬁ"l“* T AT resolution of conflict, and

;. i \_~g8quality and justice.
Wil W, = Equality is a key feature of

wer favraan % 3T FEH! democracy and influences

HTEAYUICH o Tl Tgeiadl &l all aspects of its

gurfaa &t 81 39 s o functioning. In this chapter

3Tq WUTHAT & & o 3T you will read more about

sifires ST @ E equality - what it is, why it
, ' is important in a

wehda o T g smavas democracy, and whether or

4t ¥, 3T una ¥ wa wue not everyone is equal in

T ar & B9 AT @t Sert India. Let's begin by

ol Y &Hid 2l looking at Kanta's story.
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Bt e e e On election day, Kanta and her friend
,I g f&;}t & 3 { e w - Sujata are waiting to cast their votes...
pm— . _ Isn't it good Suja that we can all vote as
Rl 3=t W © 7 g, % =% 9 equal citizens of our country? Even Jain
T F WA AN & T4 OH q2 T HEA Saheb is standing in the line with us!

€2 ¥ wwa  wAn Ay v eme § g §)
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\ R . | will vote for the ‘ \\
qan*mav*m ’ caddteWhh
our turnn A
.
- ipe water to
P ' : ur area. !
- . A
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ar
HEEA WA b i
I e

Abdul Rehman e Consultant Government officer  Media person 2 9 Industrialist
Avslonn Housewife Unemployed
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Afterwards... Gudia has been running fever

and | have to take her to the
hospital.. but | will have to finish
the work at Saheb’s house
first...and ask for some

TEw yan F v ¢ 3w 30
e Wt wem R W e

We'll see you
Rater, Kanta,

\

It's no wonder that Gudia
s c s

Here have some of this - - &
you'll feel better And \

when | get back in the )

- - falls ill often.. the bast is

evening. we'll go to the AWM

hospital, okay?
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AR ohi QHTHAT
Make sure to do the

corners properly.
Equal right to vote m ’ @

/ é’ /ﬁ‘v"ﬂ




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

FHEM! 1 IR FHidl o a2 AT @A § @S BH 9 Bl
21 IH: 39 fafs= aniar SR <@, S 39 WY oEd o
@2 € FHia 39 Wies 3WF ST H BIH ofdl € 3R
I TSl DAl 1 S| IRG 4 T AAhdsg 39 § 94
IIEH] ] Hd 3 w1 AFR T; IR I o6 HE o 8,
forem =1 TR = wfq o ot &, 9 Weel @ e 3", S
foF 3y fose ad #1 7% o @ 95 €, |eiifie aus
AR el Sl € 3R 48 9t hdsl &1 AEvas

By : Karan Sir

to cast fer vote. Look again at the various people
who arq standing in line with her. Kanta recognises

The stog above begins with Kanta standing in line
her employey, Ashok Jain and Chotte J.al, her

neighbour. In a democratic country, like India, all

on they belong to,

‘éﬂ‘ﬂﬁﬁwof what refigi
owruch edu&%r: they have had, what caste they

are, ornwh
vote. Th

er they are rich or poor are allowed to
have already read in the Class VI




veq ef ' aEftE 9w Saiusr A ﬁﬁr{’ oA &
faar ® snuifa 8, Hifs 78 _=ifta i‘m’cma
ﬁﬁwma aznq
l, @mmmmﬁlmmaﬂama@w%
mwé@ma@@%ﬁaﬁmmm%wﬁ:
Exk:ec i R o R ok T

S
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book, is calldd universal adult franchise »nd is an
essential aspect ol all democracies. The idea of
universal adult franch o _on_the idea of

equality becaus& that everyv adult in a
country, irrespective of their wealth and the

communities she/he belongs to, has one vote. Kanta

is excited to vote and happy that she is equal fo all
of the others because each of them has one vote.

/
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Here's your advance,
FA A A AT T W Kanta — but don’t make a

S = e habit of it!
Tgd 9 99 O #1
No Madam...

qed 9d 99, 99EH?

it 72y, T
TS

g -G & A S &, FO F 7 H GHEA >
arfas 31 o aR § YT 21 ol 2l

But as her day goes on, Kanta becomes less certain
about what this equality really means.

That evening...
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o8 1 4 8, e wia & 9 o v T w5 & What is it that makes Kanta unsure? Let's take a
3N, 39 S &1 =9 3@ 98 UF #WIS9ee H  look at a day in her life. She lives in a slum and has
T ? 3N 39 W F 1S T e 2| 399 & sy @ drain behind her house. Her daughter is sick but

: . : - she cannot take the day off from work because she
%m@ de 3W\=l M 49 \Q'GF fe= ?:l'ﬁ :‘ﬁ @? 2 é . . needs to borrow money from her employers to take
Fifh 34 A Hferh § Too1 Hl ST &F T8 o IH F her child to the doctor. Her job as a domestic help
fora 99 IYR o 2 Hﬂ FTH FI A1H0 3T UF 41 € tires her out, and finally she ends her day by again
3 37qd: 395 a9 +1 guifg fir ofet e § @2 gy standing in a long line. This line, in front of the

T O % A AT : = government hospital, is unlike the one in the morning
f;ﬁﬁ ® & R » it zﬁﬂ"ﬁf.ﬂgﬁ - ' Wﬁ s because most of the people standing in it are poor.

sfater & e 2

TS o= o 9uUEar & & o 9T Do you think Kanta has
79 m e S TR AT enough reason to d.oubt
S €7 R - e - —— w.hether she really is equal?
List three reasons from the
I UﬂT |reF & | o qqisy | story above that might

make her feel like this.
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Jbiea] - FTEHTNS FHA)
Just few @ P ‘u{ = ~ JainMadam %[ Wz
more and Jain Saheb :.an W

minutes, may stand in line to R

Beti. vote, but they ®
never have to do it W u
when their children

A @2 @&, W
A9 =491 & TeA &
fore 3% oA o &

are sick...
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=T Ut i amwmmq Other kmds of equality

M 'é' Sl 9RArg dehad ° @d Kanta is one of many people who live in democratic

ﬁﬁ'_b* qa-rfm urd aﬁ)—,‘ f:—,‘q-an m Gﬁ'a:{ \:ﬁn ‘!d W. o have the nght Lo VOtébUl whose daily

E fwﬁm A ¥ v BN ¥ — _ living and working conditions are far from equal.

—~= —M part from being poor, _people in India experience

- JaREd R T o Bl T ST FRON 9 o sreme inequality in dillerent ways. Lel us see what this
Pl H9EAT sl _Tedl 2l THH v &9 fefafad 3 means by reading the two stories given below. Each
Fed H 9gH TUAT| F T &1 ardias T W of these is based on real incidents in people’s lives
3 & 31 9 § B aret fafa= vEn Bﬁ maﬂ and reflects the different kinds of inequalities that
T A 2 N exist in India.




AR YA 30/5-9" AEfEe i geen

(Y9) ¥4 HaRa, 359 aHAH e WE T
grom //@
23/5‘3"

"‘iwmm

E invitealol
v ?z‘?‘{a‘ﬁgﬁywumb ful

: w ‘ug /‘MB A boy work\nﬂ

on mbai/ Abroad fr oM e/
dustrv Caste n¢ 24
ST excuse. Send

PROF QIlfd B'ful tall girl 4
Gupta Boy 28/6' CA Working
MNC sz USA 8 80Kk.

TAMIL  BRAHMIN |
am, o Nahrovasastyage o
' SWalhi Star, 180cms, tai,” fai

Circle the reference to caste in the
matrimonial advertisements given
above.
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g § 9ETE: %’Tﬁ AT o g% One of the more common forms of inequality in_
c = India i€ the caste system. )If you live in rural India

; a | A w o your caste identity is something that you probably
Heqi 31’:1‘1?:1 ki : Brel : — ; learned or experienced very young.IT you Tive i
Y YA o Vel &3 W urban India some of you might think that people no
mm-mﬁﬁsamqﬁa?@ d 50 U HUNERYA longer believe in caste. But just look at these
& dafes G999 & FeH 5 @ 39 g matrimonials shown from a leading English

: - d you will see how important the issue
=9 foen wra TRAT § ot oift fpast | DCVopaperandy
& el femT of caste continues to be in the minds of highly

Hewqul 2| @ educated urban Indians.
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RN, 374 TF FeMl Thal fﬂ’f o1 G e T s e e e ) Now let us read a story about the experiences of a
313‘16!1 & 4R | Ug!| fcidl & ar H 379 B @ faed g9  Dalit child attending school. You have already read
el T 4 17 Mmm— about Dalits in the Class VI book. Dalit is a term
7 At 9 A @ R G o that the so-called lower castes use to address

—@ themselves. Dali ; @ d by using this
Wi # & €1 Zfera’ 1 e g ® a word, lower castes _are pointing to how they were,

3R 39 V=% &1 TEIHE Hich afold 48 Hobd $id ¢ 1% J8c and continue to he, seriously discriminated against.

Wl I WY 9gd USUE Bl SLIH-SAee T T
0
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YT Aol (39#0-2013) U% YHg afad oas Omprakash Valmiki is a famous Dalit writer. In
' @ frag & “ e q@ 7 T his autobiography, Joothan, he writes, “I had to sit
S JEd1 o, W W e N e Y — away from the others in the class, and that too on

the floor. The mat ran out before reaching the spot I
S-S0 TS B 9 S FH-FH q TH TS sat on. Sometimes I would have to sit way behind

@S & 99 dal yeal o o8l 9 WW everybody, right near the door...sometimes they
o fead o) -4t faqr o 2d 91" 9 would beat me without any reason.” When he was in
dFNM I H 9 ggmm 3T e Class IV, the headmaster asked Omprakash to sweep
&F e[ | 3“—5— T F1 Fa 3 fomd 2= “Fﬁﬂ L . the school and the playground. He writes, “The

— playground was way larger than my small physique
W 3 S 4 ﬁ T |st =, fort @ F5 ° AL S] could handle and in cleaning it, my back began to
ache. My face was covered with dust. Dust had gone
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» Tdx i TOU= 1 UG
K ' =
IHHEAT &l A9l 41 Tah4l YIS YUY B
g4 3 | HU<
e &1 = iq
DI GILE LR D M ~id H
¥ 1 ’

joothan

A Dalit's Lilc v

1y do you think Omprakash

Imiki was being treated unequally
his teacher and his classmates?
agine yourself as Omprakash
Imiki and write four lines about
'w you would feel if you were In

e same situation as him.

g a2 g4 & F79al F1 9T 9 8

Cover of Omprakash Valmiki'’s book,
loothan, which talks about his

experiences of growing up as a Dalit boy.
4 ‘ e 4
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F o oA & 9 "o, T 3w on g & i e
q9 T ol F Fa H Al a9 ©@ 9 A @g @
@ 1| TTHRE A FW H 43 8 Afed R qE W
fespt oft| ot = 9% F1 39 & o @ F @
aﬂmml...qvéﬁwifaﬁf@gﬁ.méumff
AR SH F1 A@ BUF Jo9n @ W A" AHgF
q o7 | Al 7% Tpa R @9 & 7R ° g o
St W 3R a8 HH a9l T, 9 I G g0 I9F
faar 4 o4 %2 ®1 wg @G @ S fhe w5
TEEYEd A fF SR AHYE OB UHE W
el 9 9l 90 g Sd @ H gas! A g0 Hel..
“Ir Bl.3afen W @ RLW 3a AR fEu anek.
... 78 B TH T Hl R A & A, 9 AR 3R
ot 3mET 9gq &1

inside my mouth. The other children in my class
were studying and [ was sweeping. Headmaster was
sitting in his room and watching me. I was not even
allowed to get a drink of water. I swept the whole
day,...From the doors and windows of the school
rooms, the eyes of the teachers and the boys saw
this spectacle.” Omprakash was made to sweep the
school and the playground for the next couple of
days and this only came to an end when his father,
who happened to be passing by, saw his son
sweeping. He confronted the teachers and then
walking away from the school holding Omprakash'’s
hand, he said loudly for all of them to hear, “You are
a teacher...So I am leaving now. But remember this
much Master...(He) will study right here...in this
school. And not just him, but there will be more
coming after him.”

By : Karan Sir
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3aes fa=r | srardt Sufa &

WY AT &l SS9e = faan
AT TRT 917 Fig 309 37E@ET 9i9
fow 3| @wror S T et

a1 39 =4 S ?

Why do you think the Ansaris
were being treated unequally?
What would you do if you were in
the Ansaris’ position and could
not find a place to live because
some people did not want to live
next to you because of the religion
you practice?

By : Karan Sir
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TGf Fer UF Od weN W anufa 2, S m e The second story is based on an incident that took
=S place in one of India’s larger cities and is common
UF 9% Vel § U 3R W & aAfewie gul

S ; 3 practice in most parts of the country. It is a story
i . w81 3ﬁ N o i about Mr and Mrs Ansari who were looking to rent
e H I W TF wFE T qed 41 T A 4, an apartment in the city. They had the money and

zqfau feu =1 mw so paying the rent was no problem. They went to a

@ UF W9el €ier % e M) Eier 4 3 gar fF 9% property dealer for help to find a place. The dealer
F2 @rell HFHEl & g1 § SHEal 2, | fFae w foe 9964 informed them that he knew about quite a few
21 9 Ygell 9% @4 U 3G gufd & D CAC R e i o M apartments that were available for rent. They visited
=M 3R 3= TEE o8 1 fvita =t feaan frr w9 the first apartment and the Ansaris liked it very much
YHH-TEE 1 3 A g, 9 4 98 99 ol o) and decided to take it. However, when the landlady

. Bt o e 5 s % found out their names, she made an excuse about
ol Tl 3 ; SU WicsT H how she could not rent the house to someone who
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FE- HERd =AtEE fEm T8 Eﬁ?ﬂl 11 B (o L 1 ate meat because the building did not have any
SO gufa, I & a8 AR AvEdarEd © T, FiE non-vegetarian residents. Both the Ansaris and the

T 5 : X8 e et Wl s S e property dealer were surprised to hear this becaus‘e
. : & g R i s they could smell fish being cooked in the neighbour’s
AR I Al H A S IR qEE AT A, T OG@E

house. The same excuse was repeated in the second

@A T 3 | EIT‘JZT g | gaa faam ﬁ - a i and the third apartments. Finally, the property dealer
H 9T H AT AR AWl FHR T =GR SFEE Zufd told them that they might want to change their names
TH 7 % 39gF 6l 9, safeu 3% $9 AR geH and call themselves Mr and Mrs Kumar. The Ansaris

@ 1 fvaa fean 3@ o o o 9@ gE & 9K were reluctant to do this and decided to look some

I UF HFME-HeIfEd foet, st 3% fFuu ® 95@ & more. In the end, it took a whole month of looking at
F AT i) apartments before they found a landlady who was

willing to give them a place on rent.
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ST AT & Jod
Recognising dignity

— You have understood by now that th€ caste we are
R % AN THE ™ & w: ¥ - born into, the religion we prac
STHATAT H M% i 371 5= backgm‘\—vbe come from, whether we are male or
fora sife/Aamar s W‘a IHAT HLAAAA . female - these are often the things that determine
71 = = Eﬁt}ﬂﬁﬂn‘m areHife IR FGR_ufEr & why some people are treated unequally. Omprakash
WY FAEUEAT F1 HGeR AT 3R S FE0T 9 el Valmiki and the Ansaris are being treated unequally

—on the basis of differences of caste and religion.

Se_GrT o HWY SEEHAl F1 FaeR gl g, dl 3 —
: m gredifa a9 FERl 29fd When persons are treatkd unequall €T dignity

o H1Y W is vxolateg !’I‘ he dignity of both-Quprakash Valmiki
. and the

saris was wola't'ea‘ﬁéfause of the way in

ST SeHiiE Bl S
QUG IE Xy EEK__."’ el T TE Y which they were treated, By preking on him and

; 5 m sweep the school, because of his caste,
& ﬁnj; _j:a L %I - Y & - ﬂ o Omprakash Valmiki's schoolmates and teachers hurt

. _ his dignity badly and made him feel as if he was less
TE FT TF| ﬁ'@ . than equal to all other students in the school. Being

a child, Omprakash Valmiki could do very little about
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39 faar 3 3799 92 &1 gng\'arné 2@, 9 3= =9 II99H the situation that he was in. It was his father who,
STEER 9T HIY 3 311 3= el & gy 50y e on seeing his son sweep, felt angry by this unequal
foFan 59 @ 3 SEET 296 F 9 g RO W treatment and confronted the teachers. The Ansaris’

dignity was also hurt when persons refused to lease

o & 5 it : fem : their apartments to them. However, when the
T S N N | o property dealer suggested that they change their

I,IE R A 3% U T H T 30 3R 3= 36 ga name, it was their dignity or self-respect that made
&1 FHU T them refuse this suggestion.

T 3FR F fam, 99 39 Tom &1 ot 9 g 5 o e

AHYHT AR A 4G & W TH FIeR Tl e Omprakash and the Ansaris do not deserve to be

e o1 3 I FHA AR IH A F THIR 4, S 7 treated like this. They deserve the same respect and
foit =afem =1 faet 2 dignity as anyone else.
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gfg 3mq EET gfaw & U If you were one of the Ansaris
HE™ Bid, a9 Wigel e & A" how would you have responded to
gae o gH1d & I fehd the suggestion that you change
U 2497 your name?

T 3TUh! 394 Sa+ @l i Can you think of an incident in

UHt 921 Ag §, 9 uehl TR your life in which your dignity was
@l Wl Ugel EI7 MUl 30 §99  yjolated? How did this make you
FT HEgH TAT 417 feel?
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1975 § @t m@

e UF T2HT BF F 30 70 99 F I3
4 TER FI 21 B 9% A ? fF I9%
2 o ——
FTH H1 9 T & AN T IHSL A
& W9 &3 s =Seu)

In the 1975 film, Deewar, a boy who

works as a shoeshine refuses to pick up a

coin thrown at him. He feels that there

is dignity in the work that he does and
insists that his fee be given respectfully.
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uuii.q FiIEF:aEI ﬁ HHM™EAT Ol\yfk HGT 91 iFad F1 YR Y & 3N 5W
3797 faifaq gfafafa & aregg § 399

Equality in Indian democracy
The Parliament is the cornerstone of our

democracy and we are represented in it




@-—-—v? mL»JU el Add Fenehie
mm k WWW@'\T

8 o uub)a

t :MGW/) m Ca@

LOY\'WL




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies By : Karan Sir

Is % G| %I ELE SIIQfé_ The Indiecogm'ses every person as
. -@% ot sfg. o equal. This TTe at every individual in the
jiﬂ” ﬁ s ' A —_é__—— - country, including male and ferpale persons from
. &h Mﬂ, | HHMA \Grastes, reljgons, (ries, ed@ﬁonal and economic

L '\?ITQ'?TI ’(;Tﬁfﬁ @@7 ar o 0 I8 -,;l-g'-} FE m = b@gﬁgrounds are recognised as equilr.‘,'l'l'lis is not to
m 2l @qg o T8 §§ 2 dferg fipr ot S that inequality ceases to exist. It doesn’'t. But

_ atleast, in_democratic India, the principle of the
— . - . equality of all persons is recognised. While earlier
A SfauE | K - £

HH-9-
fagia 1 7= faan w21 el T2 3R TEER
3 o 5 T w5 foe B FEE T a1, Ga o6
FMHA @ % GHE a9 39 919 GHEA] o SA98_Hl

gfifeaa & & o ANE el

o

no law exi;;; to protect peoplefrem-discrimination

and ill-treatment, now there are several that work to
see that people are treated with dignity and as equals.
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‘* ZERD HUNGER

gad fa#g &8 2: q@qi a1 F1
www.in.undp.org
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THEAl $1 WIfad FE & fore wfaym 9 Si_yEee 2
I 9 g9 frafafad € - gaw, FrF #1 3fe 9 = =t
YA 2| 391 919 9% ® T o oAt = 3w & ueefa 9
ST FA W FW R AR FE el e O,
T H TH & oG FEF F GO KT 8 590, fHE o
Afe & Y TS 9H, S, 991, SFRIH SR SHF S A
960 BH & MR W 919E TE R S wwan drww, '
Af WS ©FE W S g 8, T @9 & 1,
2Ieed, IHM 3R AR anfs wiwmfad € 99 @ gt
$3l, HgH! 3N ToH & =W FHT STER FT Thd 2| =,
SFEPYTA 1 I HT fa T 2

Eq 4 gfauE gr

This recognition of equality includes some of the
following provisions in the Constitution: first that
every person is equal before the law. What this means
is that every person, from the President of the country
to Kanta, a domestic worker, has to obey the same
laws. Second, no person can be discriminated against
on the basis of their religion, race, caste, place of
birth or whether they are female or male. Third, every
person has accgss tg,ail publje—pdaces including
playgrounds an All persons
can use publicly available wells-Toads and bathing
ghats. Fourth, untouchabjify has been abolished.

-

~~



(A — s | ¥00 = 7em -P@vmm-uf &CMLA’
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FIF| W‘q. @% S A % HHH SEen, The two ways in which the government has tried
W | 18] FT4 2) FEA Sk WA-WE o implement the equality that is guaranteed in the
H&FR e Wy el aul g% e F Constitution is fir Vo gres ond through

gl g e o s e M B A government @rogrammes_g » help
4 WTQ maﬁ %' z‘ W a8 ﬂﬁﬁaﬂ m a; fera dlsadvantaged communities. Th care several laws

in India t to be treat

equally(In addmon to laws, the government has alsD
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ITVEES F1 UF YIHF1T el § T=d1 F1
3ITHT TE GG 9UE T @ B
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g fayn § W& g0 SO T UF F99 -°WE set up several schemes to improve the lives of
qTS i AFE|| 39 FEHH o Jdd GH TR hiHE '}pﬁmunities and individuals who have been treated
bl o d=dl &l JUE == T g {541 5 €1 unequally for several centuries. These schemes are
"I 99 9d § 9499 UL EELES 4 gy &1 T 3w to ensure greater opportunity for people who have
2001 ¥ I=999 =IgEE A4 99 U9 SR &1 29 g4 nof had this in the past.
ﬂ%mﬁmmmﬁéwﬁmmlm
(ZErETm & o)
A9l F1 A9 Ao o FR0 /e T4 A '

['Wﬁmmﬁnﬁwhamémmvﬁw
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T e aa € 9o 9= @ @ 9 S 3Tl'{ One of th€ steps taken by the government includes >
ftb‘{ a9y el T2l 9| EE 39 I9 9 E the midday meal scheme. This relers
-q quFI et % S9F7 39t o EW L %| programme introduced in all government elementary

) schools to provide children with cooked lunch. Tamil
. FM BIEHFL AT Hl T Nadu was the first state in India to introduce this
S M USdl A1, | 3% UH Tl S sl scheme, and in 2001, the Supreme Court asked all

FTTEY A SR T 30 5 1 q o7 ‘{:{g‘[@ state governments to begin this programme in their
> = T e a9 mm T schools within six months. This programme has had

WW - SO i many positive .effects. These include the f.act that

. more poor children have begun enrolling and
Hfeetisll F1 FH W @ T BI_AAR T FEHT A regularly attending school. Teachers reported that

fAea faenfean +1 q@ figem 9 «ft ge@a =1 2, 5 9: earlier children would often go home for lunch and

U2 Tl o e : ‘ then not return to school but now with the midday
FT U T meal being provided in school, their attendance has
improved. Their mothers, who earlier had to interrupt
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their work to feeWt home during the
day, now no longer need to do so. This programme
has also helped reduce caste prejudices because both
lower and upper caste children in the school eat this
meal together, and in quite a few places, Dalit women
have been employed j# cook the meal. midday
meal programrng;g helps reduc ¢ hunger of
poor students who often come to school and cannot
concentrate because their stomachs are empty.
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2 HISA hidehd &7 §2) a0 What is the midday meal q{\'{"‘
e

HTT SH ShiHhH o dMH &9 &d1 programme? Can you list three :Em
o) z(m faam & =7 jenetits of the programme)How
——— - do you think this programme
hTashH 8 W \uTa vmight help promote greater
HIGAT |21 Hehdl 37 equality?
2 — U

Find out about one government j‘\‘}

AU @ H @0 il M THREl U |
’ scheme in your area. What doe

[IHHET IS & a1 § Uar emnsu|
- oo Q ”
3H AT | A TRar ST €7 9% scheme set up to benefit?

frm & o9 & oo a= g 8 27 G}N(/

’
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: Karan Sir

“It 1s disgraceful to live at the cost of

one's self-respect. Self-respect is the most_
vital jactor in life. Without it, man is a

cipher. To live worthily with self-
respect, one I has to overcome difficulties.
It is out of hard and ceaseless struggle

alone that one derives strength,
confidence and recognition.

===

“Man is mortal. Everyone bhas to die

some daydr the other. But one must

resolve to lay down one's life in

‘enriching the noble ideals of self-respect

and in bettering one's human life...

Nothing is more disgraceful for a brave
man than to live life devoid of self-

- B.R. Ambedkar
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Memmem programmes play an important
ral¢/in increasing equality of opportunity, there is
much that still needs to be done. While the midday
meal programme has helped increase the enrolment

and attendance of poor children in school, there

C to be big differ
etween scfools that the rich attend and those th%
ﬁa:;ena E

ven today there are several schools
in the country in which Dalit Children like
ki, are dis .ri nd
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l
LEW”J/ m‘@



NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies By : Karan Sir

FHH & FR0 I8 ag'a Hi- 41 respected. This is because people refuse to think of
ufigds 3l 21 Fafd @ 98 oad g [ Sewrd &l them as equal even though the law requires it.

e <'=FFEI & favg &) fr o ﬁ) @ -
' S me of the main reasons for this is that attitudes

g 16 fieetl 8M & MR W & 9
-, change very slo n though persons are aware
(_mscnmmamzﬁ@ they continue
to treat people unequally on the basis of their caste,
religion, disability, economic status and because they
are women. It is only when people begin to believe

edl®l 41l Bl that no one is inferior, jind that every person deserves
e g2 to be treated with dignity, that present attitudes can

ch Establishing equality in a democratic society
is Wd one in which individuals
as well as varti munities in India contribute

to and you will read more about this in this book.
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? . ?" > _@3 W Issues of equanjy in other democracies

You ar@bablrywond@ whether India is the only
9% a9 9= ® B R 9ndg @i € U@ g2 democratic country in which there is inequality and

Gm 37FATHAT &1 3 % 3 &l 99T & foru ged where the struggle for equality continues to exist.
I 2 Tﬁl 9 T2 2 fF TOR & AUF9 aTFaaig 2o The truth is that in many democratic countries
’

=, T 2 13 | Sero around the world, the issue of equality continues to
o e . be the key issue around which communities struggle.

& for W T STRE H bt sHitE A, foe So_farexample, in the United States of America, the
T o § o T A 93 a s it A \ hose ancestors were the slaves
\E'T'aﬁ F A Y HEHH 950 who were prought over from Africa, continue to
a; Afaq =91 W‘gﬁ% aqﬁab—.ﬁ #1 a3 describe their lives today as largely unequal. This,
ﬁFﬂ? % feru anaeH Zam S (grorome o e oo despite the fact that there was a movement in the

. late 1950s to push for equal rights for African-
LERES HEUEAL FH] HTEN
o s Ied o Americans. Prior to this, African-Americans were

#R FTA 3% WA TR AEA o 3T+ fon treated extremely unequally in the United States and

99 | A6 F1d 999 3% 99 H 35 de 9edl 91 41 519 denied equality through law. For example, when

ft FE T A TN AR, 3% AT T 33 T travelling by bus, they either had to sit at the back

o of the bus or get up from their seat whenever a white
person wished to sit.
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AT G, U HPidl-HuliEd aid
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MR ALY

< Rosa Pan )n African-
voman, changed

the course of American

history with one defiant act.

e
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T 9 (1913-2005) UF 3THihI-HET Hieen Rosa Parks (1913-2005) was an African-American

i | TEaR 1955 FI A R FU FEF 9F A F ag 99 voman. Tired from a long day at work she refused to give
- up her seat on a bus to a white man on 1 December 1955.

Rq 3 ST HIZ T TR Al Hl 7 F 7 F A 39 Her refusal that day started a huge agitation against
g 399 TR U APIHI-T0ET & Y ST9uHd Bl ) the unequal ways in which African-Americans
: o - treated and which came to be known as the
ENIM [(H_9Y Bl ™0, S
—_— = :QE: . e Rights Movement. ; riRIghts Act of 1964
aﬁ“(mmw) FEAAN 1964 F AT dronibited discrimination on the basis of race;

W 7{ T Y:Iti 3@ e & MR YT religion or national origin. It also stated that all
1

fmy5 TETE ST schools would be open to African-American children
mmlm% F 1% re—that they would no longer have to attend

Tedl & fou T wpell & @R @ S S-S S

b( (Al {’/cdu Maanel | 950
—_ /964
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=P a 0 e separate schools specially set up for them. However,
?ﬁﬁl q“l’ﬁ\ Ll WT w9 H EF despite this, a majority of African-Americans
fau @t U ) 3EN B % A continue to be among the poorest in the country.

THIFRI-3mfET T4 %Cﬁqm TFIF-3mEFT g=g9 Most African-American children can only afford to

aaa AT T attend government schools that have fewer facilities
w P it A = and poorly qualified teachers as compared to white

EF‘? é'aala ;ill' FH Irgdl A e € T’ﬁﬁ; T students who either go to private schools or live in
fémm'-f —a m o 9 -g 3T 43 ° ®a -g' Bl & areas where the government schools are as highly

/ : . . .o ted ivate schools.
o P‘{E‘lm qmﬁmﬁm%u rated as private schools

o
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m aﬁ g‘ﬁ'?ﬁ Challenge of democracy

fordt off 291 =1 ‘{ﬁ @ | %’i‘ﬁl?‘gﬁ)ﬂ ST 94 No country can be described as being completely
U 9 ¥ U 9Ed 3 =afad B1d &, S SliFas H1 70 democratic. There are always communities and

: : = individuals trying to expand the idea of democracy
el 34 € oI sAfereh | aifireh HEG O % fag Fu-q_ and push for a greater recognition of equality on

e 33I3‘§)/5'H€F %% H 92 994 2, S 99 Al #i existing as well as new issues. Central to this is the
Tl 3R H fTe %1 9sER 21 3§ Y& W 9 struggle for the recognition of all persons as equal

el T fg a8 9aEar &1 999 9T dshas 8 gaR and for their dignity to be maintained. In this book
%F:F:F e % fafa=t Teds F wfaa Fw £ e You will read about how this issue of equality affects

. ] A o various aspects of our daily lives in democratic India.
<l m‘@ ferem ﬁz bl HEI As you read these chapters, think about whether
AR Ik ACTHA H Sl T H Eal I the equality of all persons and their being able to
iR T T© & o T maintain their dignity is upheld.
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sugamyo Bhorat Abhlyos
. mnmmmwﬁmﬂwm%? 'l

amnﬁqmaﬁ*m&@mmga ufgu 3R l )
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-

3. mmamﬂﬁﬁmﬂua S ufd & A9 | fFE TR
et en? -

1. Inademocracy why is universal adult franchise important?
| -

2. Re-read the box on Article 15 and state two ways in which
this Article addresses inequality?

3. Inwhat ways was Omprakash Vaimiki’'s experience similar http://disabilityaffairs.gov.in
to that of the Ansaris? o
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4. \EFFEI 3»‘ qH4 ua arfaa W A3 $2F{\’G Y 1 JHAd - 4 What do you understand by the term “all persons are
22 39 99 9 92 &ida | W - equal before the law"?@hy do you think it is important in_>»

a democracy?

5. Teearmsm sfuar sifufram, 2016, & HT9R 3941 99F i
| € SR G § 391 G 9riEd S99 9
Zfawa 21 TR 1 3% 3w fen < 2 iR fawenm
%1 Thell &1 JEAu | "iwfea 3 21 F1F 9 o
f Tt gl @, S99-999, T ot J o

TR S o free education and integrate children with disabilities into
=y, foe ==l fawar & fag qga:" el mainstream schools. This law also states that all public
places including buildings, schools, etc., should be

. l/ WJ accessible and provided with ramps.

31 5. According to the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,
2016, persons with disabilities have equal rights, and that
the government should make possible their full
participation in society. The government has to provide
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fa3 =1 2fEu 3R 39 o=9 & ar § qifgu, {59 difed 9 §=
ST S W@ | SR e € o 3@ feafa ¥ s9dea e o
foFa <1 @1 82 9% Waq § AT 9 37-571 9oh, 39 U 1
AEYTF 27 U 33T Hifegdl 9 A I, 3P A 3 IHH!
e & FY gifad wiar 22

Look at the photograph and think about the boy who is being
carried down the stairs. Do you think the above law is being
implemented in his case? What needs to be done to make the
building more accessible for him? How would his being carried
down the stairs affect his dignity as well as his safety?
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- o aidem, mmmmﬁmn195(ﬂéﬁm$mm
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Glossary

—
Universal adult franchise: fhis is a very important aspect of democratic soxieties. It means that all
adult (those who are 18 and gbove) citizens have the right to vote irrespective of their social or

economic backgrounds. / -
- av

Dignity: This refers to thinking of oneself and other persons as worthy of respect.

Constitution{ This is a documﬂyha@ theGasic rules @nd Tegutationsfor people and )
the government |

e country to follow.

S _—

Civil Rights Movement: A movement that began in USA in 1 ' ich African-A@
people demanded egual rights and an end to racial discrimination.







