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VR AT

S

T 1AM H TH Fodid o Gol H UINLIRC & Hdl|
:ﬂm 'g ST g4l 4 39 ©ol o 9] H W gar 21 In this chapter, we are going to begin with football, a

RN T 38 91 9 & game many of you have probably heard of, or even
g = Rﬂ> played. As the name suggests, this is a game that involves
m;:}q-(m-q? m 31\“ : WW@ == :2;2 the players’ feet. According to the rules of football, if

i patt~tQuches the ar (except the
s T U i L allz Te ] g St € Al 39 then this is zn&dered a fo:bo if players
m'rs'a zn TAd AFAT STl ‘%’I Fed &l na'aa ZT%' g fﬁ 31‘R start holdiNg the football in their hands and passing it
CIR around, then they are not playing football any more.

",1 i

Indian Constitution




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

el 1 Feard TEl A STgHT aE g a1 e anfe |

Similarly other games, €uch as hockey or cricket, also

TR el & ot F9 7@ 1w 2h € 3 w9 g@a = have rules accordipg-to which they are played. Each of
R e 3R AT 27T @l o & Heh i H Heg these rql\?)&)‘:ﬁefine the game, and helps us
et 2 WWWW%W distinguish one game from another. As these are
(Constitutive rules) B &1 32 § 99N &1 @EY T fundamental to the game, we can also call them the
2 & WW-W v G e 31 w2 constitutive rules of the game. Like these games, a
i ’ o : society also has constitutive rules that make it what it
HHISI H e S-S FIE Th 91 Ted €1 el e is and differentiate it from other kinds of societies. In
&1 3 TEufd F 9 7 fag s 21 engfes <o | 9 large societies in which different communities of people
uzq‘fg-;ﬁ%& fofaa &9 § o ot 21 \o9 s § live together, these rules are formulated through

=4 1Y e e © 39 aaaH @ consensus, and iCmodern countne?hﬁnsensus
— usually available in written A written document

in which we find such rules is calieg a_Constitution.

THE
CONSTITUTION
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:@ H Q@fﬁ' Sad D We have looked at the Indian Constitution in Classes VI
H BH

HH W == F TR 'E"' ¥ and VIl in OUfwmmtbooks Have

FefeTall T e T w1 A HaTd % it 431 gl Yo need a Constitution or been

gq TfaamE w{ g B T AT (Curious about how the Constitution got written, pr who
W-me_rﬂ% m wrote it? In this"chapter, we will discuss both these

fF@m?snalwmumﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬁT
AT Hfa9H F1 q@F a6 W AE 291 F 96 9
W&W@@MWﬁﬁm
aw@nm@gmma‘fmﬁvxﬂ fmml

k1

ing of d mocracy in India and some of these will
be the focug/of different chapters in this book.

(O &
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A N % IRIR 29 % 9 S SfE D SR W \/ s At
oday most countries in the world have a Constitution.
q & aR 4 3IuE F S gFdl % f& 375

W lulc 1[1 dun()cr'mc countries are likely to have a
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S -

TR A G WWI@&@WW@W#W

AR T *3 YA &d g1 S 3'1'3 &% A THE B 2 itferent commumuces of people who
9 §R Ez' T Th- ?‘T} H wewd @ share certain beliefs but may not necessarily ;1;,rrcc on all

Hrau™ ﬁm %1 T W Wm% ﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁ T ??T & 9 ISsucs. A Lonsutution thp; serve as a set Of Tules and
_E 39 39 1. €| 395
TRT 4 3R FF 79 F ¢ % TR fF5 @ *1 @
G 1[5 p oft U et wuw fawfaa w0 8 faat

A country 1s

the(fundamental nature of our society 1s.

€rsons in a country can agree upon as

principlgs
asts of the way in winch they want the country to be

governed. This includes e type of government
but also an agreementon certz @ 1at they all belheve

the country should uphold.

==
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29T I wifgae it TS = St 87

1934 ¥ 9RAE U FUH 4 | famaw 1946 § Faa 1949 & o9
fasm= 991 & 89 HT | &1 | FEYE 89 {7 @A 9796 & o
Tl AR SOl Afuepd Aifd 7 | ¢ HEHH F T 9 R
ol | et AL @llmﬁmw
AFHL T4 el UF Ead o Bl R
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Nhv Does : v Need : stitution? . .
Why Does a Country Need a Constitution in 1934, the Indian National Congress made \

t mand for a Constituent Assembly.

During the Second World War, this assertion
for an independent Constituent Assembly
formed only of Indians gained momentum
and this was convened in December 1946. \
The photo on page 2 shows some members

of the Constituent Assembly.

Between December 1946 and November

1949, the Constituent Assembly drafted a
constitution for independent India. Free to
shape their destiny at last, after 150 years
of British rule, the members of the
Constituent Assembly approached this task
with the great idealism that the freedom
struggle had helped produce. You will read
more about the work of the Constituent

The photo alongside shows Prime Minister Assembly later in the chapter.
Jawaharlal Nehru addressing the The photo alongside shows Prime Minister
Constituent Assembly. Jawaharlal Nehru addressing the

Constituent Assembly.
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eafaqa@qugb W ZErEd e | wwed | s e
|1990ngquq§$mm F AFdA R -9 @ o H
WHWW‘ Iuf femrd 2 @ ot e & fag =@

ﬁwlvmmtﬁlaﬁmvom T & SR 2006 T S freR W

= T e UEd gF 91 AREASNE 4 T F
ol A ® AR F < M BrE-"El faEal #:1 A
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The country of Nepal has witnessed several  The King then finally took over as the head of
people’s struggles for democracy. There was a government in February 2005. In November

people’s struggle in 1980 that established 2005, the Maoists joined other political parties
democracy that lasted for 12 years until to sign a 12-point agreement. This agreement
2002. In October 2002, King Gyanendra, signalled to the larger public an imminent return

citing the Maoist uprising in the countryside as tg democracy and peace. In 2006, this

his reason, began taking over different aspects peqple’s movement for democracy began

of the government with the army’s assistance. gaining immense force. It repeatedly refused
the small concessions that the King made and
finally in April 2006 the King restored the Third
Parliament and asked the political parties to

form a government. In 2008, Nepal became a
democracy after abolishing the monarchy. The
above photos show scenes from the people’s
movement for democracy in 20086.
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¥ a6l 1 F HAe €, 98 wHe % foq ey ) faege Let us try and understand what we mean by this through two
- e R WO ) FH e WRa S contrasting situations in the recent history of Nepal, a country

. feord i o T ST B e 3 HAER w6 & that borders India on the north. Until recently, Nepal was a
qeAq 9 S g R e H Fqd T -l monarchy. The previous Constitution of Nepal, which had been
B € H UF SR WauE H A d 7% 331 & adopted in 1990, reflected the fact that the final authority rested
fF 5@ T o e | @ WEEE o @ 39 AT HEE thnhe King. A people’s movement in Nepal fought for several

e @i 1Et) e R 9E € fF 359 99 Ted o 0
UF [T o1 T TS FH OIEA A1 1900 F F AU H
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( fosen dfayuE 39 ﬁm_@vﬁa o1 f€ vram # wetes | decades to establish democracy and in 2006 they finally

I A4 F M FE E succeeded 1n putting an end to the powers of the King. The

T o fou SHREH #d 9 o1 ®© 9 3§ :gq'q ¥ people had to write a new Constitution to establish Nepal as a
Fora®d 2006 H 3= TSl HI_T4 Y democracy. The reaso

i1 faer M(A9E & @ AR & T W Ie 9ed
aﬁwﬁﬁ@w#ﬁuﬁ
aﬁuﬁmmﬂﬁmmﬁmﬁ
ﬁmammmmﬁuﬁnﬁﬁa{fmam@m

//

, a at they did not want to continye with
the previous Constitutyyn 1s because 1t did not rc
of the country that they\y o be, and that theytrae

fought for. l/
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As 1n the game of football, in which a change 1n the constitutive
rules will change the game altogether, Nepal, by moving from a
monarchy to a democratic government, needs to change all its
constitutive rules in order to usher in a new society. This 1s why,

the people of Nepa ted a new Constitution for the country
in 2015.  heeaption alongside elaborates
democracy.

()r
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F1 T @A 32X T . EaCGIIGES e The second important purpose of a Constitution 1s to define
il uH | Fel T A1 2w /E - .

\ e nature of a country’s political system) For example, Nepal’s
T 1 TR ACraftes o 1ol o et o < earher Constitution stated that the country was to be ruled by
A A WA YGa g T l“’”ﬁ.}m o gfehan the King and his council of ministers. In coungeres ArmNmaye

$ S. . N
& fram 3 #6 9 gfauA ?F e a1 37a1 Il %’l adopted a democratic form of g()\'crnmcc

Constitution plays a crucial role in laying out certain important
l ‘ l gutdelines that govern decision-making within these societies.
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3 forere o &1 T
geqa(( Constitutive ) ¥Te | 314
T AU &7 39 TS0 ok Sitaq
F IEN W geva Fram @ U
IR |

gt 9i?

Discuss with your teacher what

you und nd by the
one @‘\H

‘constftutive. Provigt
mple of ‘constftufiv ot
rom your everyday INf€.

Why did the people of Nepa
want a new Constitution?
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In a democracy(e choose our leade so that they can exercise

power responsibly on our behalf, However, there 1s always the
possibility| that these leaders might misnse their anthoritd and
the Constitution usually provides safeguards aganst this. This
mususe of authority can result in gross injustice as demonstrated
in the classroom situation below:

amgwmﬁa‘rm#mmmﬁméu
M A & T faAhA-E § 3@ 1 Ghd




' ile

TR 331 & R A F1 a1 FE o 2
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Anil, you will have to
stay back after school
today and write ‘| will
not disobey the class
monitor’ a 100 times.

Suresh is the class monitor. He is a When Mrs Rao returns to the class ...
bully. His classmates are not too fond
of him. Mrs Rao, the class teacher, has
to leave the classroom on some urgent
work. She asks Suresh to mind the class. Ma'am, while you were away,
Suresh starts picking on Anil. TVS. XS SHIRY. ey 40

disturbing the class. He would
not listen to me.

Anil, today | am goingh

report you to Mrs Rao.

But what have | donc? | \%],

\g
‘ﬁ A
“-‘a/‘,fs* et

But ... Ma'am ... |
did not do anything!

¥

> At
Qkﬂ ‘

e
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Arhdire AT | 9g: ey g o9 g a3 In democratic societies, the Constitution often lays down
F4a 2 o9 g1 n:aﬁmaif & 219l 91 & =9 rules that guard against this misuse of authority by our
'@m F1 TH 0 ﬂR‘cﬁ'& Hfgura o political leaders. In the case of the Indian Constitution,
« / . ( ". “ ( - ¢ . . .u. ‘ - ‘ /

w0 T e FT :qu o ﬁ about which you will rqu more later in | this c}‘f'iptcr, many
of these laws are contained 1n the section on Fundamental

WW%@ﬁwwﬁﬂmﬁu

291 o QY SAfFdl 1 GHE
mﬁﬁmm%

Mhts You rmJ E)ut h()\» the Indgan Constitution

no eetken_can e e
% IR W %91 @@'
T WeE A (A G| 3 TR to tht\ 1s one of the Fundamen ;,hts guaranteed
ops &1 AYUFR 9RdE gfaus o fazn by the Indian Constitution.
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1. WY 379+t yrfer &1 foe T8 % &
8T &7

2, Frar &t 3 T uftfearfa o ot & 1ot g &
FHUANT ST Il Sl ATT-

(%) 99 9% B9 dhATah! &HIUT | 3794
qATerd @it famdt afrars= &t araSy &7 2
g;

(@) 91& 9% 31U USIE @l 37U Grarahual 9
fqzam Calstca _;'?TT'ST,

() 9a 9% 9 ° WA Feh Ulerd tfaeRtia
& Taemr uw. 3., 2 7 @i A

\_1. In what way is the class monitor

misusing his power?

2. In which of the following situations

IS @ minister misusing his power:

a) refuses to sanction a project of his

ministry for sound technical reasons;
b) threatens to send his security staff

] to rough up his neighbour;

. ¢) calls up the police station asking

them not to register a complaint that

. is likely to be filed against his relative.



frouw vn P o ge Wt W fen O ol W
N TET W Ty A W ey e £

w X o f o el
¥ wew s ¥ =y

L l‘\ oY, ST Y e

ﬁm#sﬂmaﬁ;ﬁm#mmmmﬁ
A T 2

T4 TE o AR T alhdiasd gasi § o 9q7 @
m%wa@ammm@mmm
/ | 1 HeHfd T8l B -
THA elal &1 ol 1% 38 19 al-qg § dal goidl €,
ww;:m'
wfaur d fan o frei | 58 a6 @ @l Sl
2 % sreqgers %1 fFd ud = 9 afaa 7 fv sig
LS aggesi & U 9 9 § 3Uaey 21 SIeqgendh
W agHeAH] i 39 R 71 Tagd W ufaay o i
A #1 Hewyul w21 98 Ia9a U GYIE SR

ww*wﬁém% »'—

(Inter- Hul Y 2d ©, o & @
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Who is in @ minority in the

The games period s about to begin. above storyboard? In what way Another important function that a Constitution plays in a

Is this minority bein - - )
nt” Lt ploy Soshetted . Y J emocracyks to ensure that a dominant group does not use

totay, for & change! dominated by the decision : - . - :
taken by the majority? its power against other, less powerful people or groups. The
storyboard below demonstrates one such situation in the
The teacher decides to settie the el Thare S Cl;lSS!'( »Om.

protlem with 3 show of hands
more boys in the class

Such unhealthy situations can occur in democratic
societies too, where a majority can continuously
enforce decisions that exclude minorities and go
against their interests. As the above storyboard
illustrates, every society 1s prone to this tyranny of

the majornity. The Constitution usually contains rules
that ensure that minorities are not excluded from

We sways hawve td
go what the bhoys
want because they

t & mayonty

anything that 1s routinely available to the majority.
Another reason why we have a Constitution 1s
precisely to prevent this tyranny or domination by
the majority of a minority. This can refer to one

another way to make
decsions, 5o that our
wishes are also heard

community dominating another, 1.e. inter-community

domination, or members of one community
dominating others within the same community, 1e.
intra-community domination.
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nfa*maa‘rmm TH dEU HEgul_Eag 2 e sttt
- mnsuatunon
T mmnwv&z@ 37+ H Y

1s to save us from ourselves. This may sound strange bu

| ot ¥ srme § T woe 9w @ aréarz'smfa?d? e T . o . . -
D —— — what 1s meant by this 1s that we might at imes feel strongly
aga @ 21 | HieA o 8 Ud : -

The third significant reason why we neg

about an 1ssue that might go against our larger interests
and the Constitution helps pis guard against this. Look at
the storyboard below to unflerstand this better:

F 2| 30 e & fau A9 & faawa-vg #1 2fan)
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v 3 | 71 39 F9 7@ w0 2

T w9g A W0 wEEm Al wTwE @
™ ¢4 34 2E fam 9 w wwa) W sm A
T w € W A A A S T v wrd
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| have two chapters left to revise for
tomorrow's test. But it's time for my favourite
TV programme. I'm dying to watch it. But if | do
that, | won’t have time to finish my revision.

Shabnam, why
are you looking

: | want to
s0 worried?

watch this
TV programme
but | have a
test tomorrow.
If you all
watch 1V, |
will also
want to
watch. | have
an idea.
What if no
one watches
TV tonight?

| Then | may
not be

\.‘ cmptcd.
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mm@maﬁmﬁmamﬁmﬁm

3’4[3'8 m (13145 T9] 3T a2 J2IEJ0] © Eﬁ'{

m%ﬁﬁmmwmaﬁrﬂma‘mm
nwmmfmmmw =

A d ol i ¢ (SHicTy 31d =il i ”""-&u)

TMEQ| 36 WA H 9 L dNl_agHl 39 a1 %] Heqd e

~

Similarly, the Constitution helps to protect us against
certain decisions that we might take that could have an
adverse effect on the larger principles that the country
believes 1in. For example, it 1s possible that many people
who live in a democracy might come to strongly feel that
party politics has become so acrimonious that we need a



F1 ga foF &d SR ° aEmemel yA 4
qEH-TeH FHL ML UFH 37=31 diauf 2
#1 39 TE & 39S 9 F96
q Yaied 7l a1 faqes s
ferar € 3R 391 A

mwnmmmﬁ?vﬁmfmﬂ%ﬁ
o ¥ forat weagel gfg fasmn 2

goes against all their interests. A good Constitution does

BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

strong dictator to set this right. Swept by this emotion,
they may not realise that in the long run, dictatorial rule

not allow these whims to change its basic structure. It does
not allow for the easy overthrow of provisions that

guarantee rights of citizens and protect their freedom.

From the above discussion, you will understand that the
Constitution plays a very important role in democratic
societies.
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It’s a good thing | did not
watch Ty, There are so many
questions from the last two
chapters,

w1 g #1 we Zeifae
T zam 39 sfEdt 2 s
4 | a4 9 gaE A )

Why was Shabnam happy that
she had not watched TV? What
would you have done in a

o s, - similar situation?
194 39 99 9T <=0 o AR

o 39 AT FHIA?
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arEu o frefafe ssen 9 92 goya fFml 9 afas #1 9% 399 9fe 39 99 #i el fF At
Turst § GfauM ot gewgel gftw F46 fuma 8-

ECitaL] geygd fram

IUA § Awdd F U 96 AReE $1 9%ad 3 U4 Ay ¢ e ua 9o © fF oww e o #
& 9% 981 % @l A U 791 a9 I FaEd § @A 9'd 2

[ A HeUE! Afe 1 da9e T
F W@ 2

wefFal F anEeaid oA F1 HiE T8l He
HifF ITH! F&1 F TSH H & G 2

&9 | 2al @9 H 99F A9 ASAE Hi
2T F1 Hgen e

ATZU 376 GRAIE Wfa9UH & F9 &A AAME F1 AT HL
fraai #1 &9 fF9 @@ TBW @ 2
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Let us recap the reasons why the Constitution plays an important role in democratic societies by
recalling the constitutive rules that you have read about through these examples:

Example Constitutive Rules
The people of Nepal adopted a new It lays down ideals that define the kind of
Constitution after the success of the country that we want to live in.

people's movement for democracy.

Suresh, the class monitor wrongly picks on
Anil, his classmate.

The girls do not get to play basketball
because the boys are a majority in class.

Shabnam decides to revise her chapters
instead of watching TV.

Now let us try and understand the ways in which the above
points get translated into certain ideals and rules by
studying some key features of the Indian Constitution.
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| F UF SaEw WE ot et
qfauH & TH-TF YEYE W
AR g4 @ faerfad
B A iR 9 T o
& AYY H GER ded9dlE ed fe@n
2 ® T 5 9fay™ 991 % U

HEE@YY HEe 9|

nstitution was discussed in great detail and
there was a sincere effort to compromise and
reach an agreement through consensus. The
above photo shows Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, a
prominent member of the Constituent Assembly.
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IR Wiaam- geT Al : ﬁe Indian Constitution: Key Features)

: hi | LK o1 Sho G By the beginning of the twentieth century, the Indian
@_37:31 o1 | (=T 'H'Eﬁ_'f AH WA 4 39 9 W national movement had been active in the struggle for
&1 fa=r f&ar o f@?ﬁ qRd fFg @@ &1 g 9ifeu) independence from British rule for several decades. During
l“l o1 ITEH o 3fata 3= foaa fAaal 1 99 g=ar o 4 the freedom struggle the nationalists had devoted a great
IR GE_E_a_ 1) el T F dd s deal of time to imagining and planaing whatatreeladia

I 3 YR & 9 39 e T 1 e o i s would be like. Under the British, they had been forced to J
obey rulgs that they had had very little rolg making.
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The long experience of authoritarian rule under the colonial
'1nced Indians that free India should be a
12 which everyone should be treated cqually

wed to participate 1n g()\'crnmcnt) What

remained to be done then was to work out the ways in
wirCh a democratic government would be set up 1n India

and the rules that would determine its functioning. This
was done not by one person but by a group of around 300
pu;;lat)lw became members of the Constituent Assembly
6 and who met periodically for the next three years

to write India’s Constitution.

63%&721( '\3
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Hfau™ 991 & 3 95l o % ;;l fSeerd o) ET-I'R> These members of the Constituent Assembly had a huge
%ﬁr{m , il before them. Lhe country was made up of several
SR A € U St gopfa ot §9 o sa e fomn W e

o, 39 999 FHNM 3 9 IUA-99d 9 R @l ol R

ﬁnuﬁmﬂmﬁammmmﬁamm@ | . . 18
F19 @ ST ATae 9 2. 3 R ﬁ) going through considerable turmoil. The partiton of the
of 1o . . . - :

country into India and Pakistan was imminent, some of
/ the Princely States remained undecided about their future,

different communities wjo spoke different languages,

itterent religions, and had distinct cultures.

elonge

Also, when the Constitution was being written, India was

———
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T F QETTE - 3 S DICE 'gﬁqﬂ > || . T ——
kil S il |91 % and th( soc10-cconomic condition of the vast mass o
1smal. /

HHE & | 4 WR AfeFd I=H ST 30 Ufeias appearec of theseissucs prayed on the minds of
ifae 1 Tegh T A SR 9 F the members of the Constituent Assembly as they drafted
- ” I | - -~ . . P— .i : °
T fean foem @ wshan =i amme wad gy fafavar = the Constitution. They rose to the occasion and gave this
yfa Tew wwE fr@E da #1\3=d S TEeg_dar e country a visionary document that reflects a respect for
TN AT - S YE gHR % WRu T 39ed 3R maintaining diversity while preserving national unity. The
SHYfafAT o 999 9 S=d1 i Hewqol gfHe W FHT SR final document also reflects their concern for eradicating
fear T B poverty through socio-economic reforms as well as

emphasising the crucial role the people can play in choosing
their representatives.
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a1 Hed Bl._FEeal Hl 9RdE
HfayH &1 SHF el S 2

Baba Saheb Dr Ambedkar is known as the

e T o — Father of the Indian Constitution.
u’l;aum e W Dr Ambedkar believed that his participation
in the Constituent Assembly helped thg
S \q}ﬂ' T 1 W b e Scheduled Castes get some safeguards/c

g
q W%ﬂlﬂ$ ;‘aw' mﬁg e the draft constitution. But he also s @
2 that although the laws might exis

all ‘ﬁ 3‘3“'@“ Scheduled Castes still had reason to fear
Wﬁmaﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ inietrating af thaen lay

FAI T e uaﬁﬁs{
RIS ey I
SeH(eEg=a sfaal 9 amee
“?7 fFm f& 9 9@ & fema dF

194, s o7 7w ww o
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gunamuanmﬁmmﬁmnﬁmwm

F T fod 38 EEs F o A 9 @ 91 38 wee
F1 FIe9 Fifaw foF I=H =ad 9RG F TH Ve

Al THIS a4[ o 3894 &1 Q0 & & 919 39 faas

&1 fog @ o foam

Listed below are the key features of the Indian Constitution.
While reading these, keep 1n mind the above-mentioned
concerns of diversity, unity, socio-economic reform and
representation that the authors of this document were
grappling with. Try and understand the ways 1n which they
tried to balance these concerns with their commitment to
transforming independent India into a strong, democratic
society.
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1. dm(redemnsm)—mw%%mﬁ@@

1. Federalism: This refers to the existence of more than
one level of government in the country. In India, we have
governments at the state level and at the centre. Panchayati
Raj 1s the third tier of government and you have read about
this 1n your Class VI book. We looked at the functioning
of the state government in your Class VII book and this
year we will read more about the central government.
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A H a4 IR I H1 3ufeafd 1 Hien vaea 92 o1 fF |

Tel WA H1 UH U Haweqn fawfga e e foad
ot faeett W 43 qE W W@ & @ W & FEA T o
| T Widig W1 W 97 GRS gAYl &1 T3 dife
Tl o fedmE 4 a1em ae ot fow <1 99 wRa & g4t
T4 1 F9 J8 W F9d o1 F1 @Ea AfFR 1 I8
e o gardl W 9 T & e SR g 991U Y
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The vast number of communities in India meant that a system
of government needed to be devised that did not involve only
persons sitting 1n the capital city of New Delhi and making
decisions for everyone. Instead, it was important to have
another level of government in the states so that decisions
could be made for that particular area. While each state 1n
India enjoys autonomy 1n exercising powers on certain 1ssues,
subjects of national concern require that all of these states
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FTA 1 A ISl 2| FHEAT F1 Tal & fo gfaue o
F9 gfadl &t 1 & o a9 T ? R R 9w oW
TR fH qe@ W FTF 91 Ghdl 71 395 @y qfaym 78
ft T w1 2 fF v T F TSR A w6 fau 9

follow the laws of the central government. The Constitution
contains lists that detail the 1ssues that cach tier of
government can make laws on. In additton, the Constitution
also specifies where each tier of government can get the

F1 ¥0W el A FAFA ¢ GHER F Al T A money from for the work that it does. Under federalism,
FA TEHR & mﬂ Tl m'ﬁ i ‘qﬁuﬁ q m the states are not merely agents of the federal government
a3 AfreRr e 81 9 & |t dm o wdwd w5 but draw their authonty from the Constitution as well. All
TR BRI A T FH SR A F st o| g persons in India are governed by laws and policies made by

each of these levels of government.
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v HiE q 3 e When the Constituent Assembly adopted the

S e . prineipfe @f universal adult franchisg) Shri A.K.

Y] o 9ag Uk, 32 A Fel U4 & :
= m—"g mﬂ"" yyar, a member, remarked that this was done
o “with an abundant faith in the common man—

Cﬁmﬁmﬁﬂzﬂmm) e P o
IaF 31 29 favaE W Sua © and the ultimate success ot democratic rule,
and in the full belief that the introduction of

:L%:- ?Tmi;: e qg)j democratic.govgmmen.t on the basis of adult
T AR T, e T suffrage will bring enllghW
gfgen siR A Shad feafa = ~ the well-being, the stand . d ife, the -
RS comiort, and the decent living of the"common
man
A=A, 5. 1966, 7 3feg9 Austin, G. 1966. 7he Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a
FIIIIA : FIALI 3% T 99, Nation. Clarendon Press, Oxford.

FALSd U9, ATFAFIE|
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uaﬁr—m&uﬁmﬂmuﬁlﬁfuﬁm

a7 GE Fd €| Fe 7 B fHaE & IYE A FHia Hi
Ferl & T off S |l SeH % fou ®ar ¥ @Sl g1 9
&1 Gfau 394 991 935 AR F g2 SEd F1 ATHER
01 21 Sfaum 9w o W w4 dfeyE #1 TN W ® 9

2. Parliamentary Form of Government: The different tiers

of government that you just read about consist of

representatives who are elected by the people. Your Class

VII book began with the story of Kanta who
- T~

was standing in line to vote during an election. The



%Vw},{ameﬁ )
-

~ \ ZF’VR:'J E«'A?Mﬁ'v Uj /\
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4= fa3 9 zoian T # fF @ s
a2 M & fau %ar 9 @z 2

The photo below shows people standing in line
to cast their votes.
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@ 3% o fF waad g9 3 9RdE SEa S 99 Constitution of India guarantees universal adult suffrage
AR &1 W4 3 & arg 591 7 21 3% favam o for all citizens. When they were making the Constitution,
ff 399 7 Faa AFaitas G 9 dR-adsl w1 A the members of the Constituent Assembly felt that the
foerm, afes wnfa, = 3R sia-wd & W W amufa freedom struggle had prepared the masses for universal adult
F9-A9 HI Afgdl H f A= W TR ¢ AEGTE suffrage and that this would help encourage a democratic

mindset and break the clutches of traditional caste, class
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wafusR 1 HaeE & o o wfafafei & T A dw s || g gender hierarchies. This means that the people of India

qut a1 Hre CIED et 81 39k STeTal B Al g have a direct role in electing their representatives. Also,
TAE O S GFhal € 98 STH! AMifeE gy Er o every citizen of the country, irrespective of his/her social

i 9 8 3 yfafafy 7 & vfa Jaese 26 &) awdtes background, can also contest in elections. These
Fravsfa °§ gfafafaa =i HEwqol gl 2. %9% ai § 39 representatives are accountable to the people. You will read
TH T I gHd I o 3T fa=r 9 e more about why representation 1s crucial to democratic

functioning 1in Unit 2 of this book.
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3, yrfeaat T SeamT- Hfau o6 LIED /
s ¥ — faen \ &mm
gar fratfaa gfafafy | TATfereRT T AN 1 998

2 S HTAl S AN FH SR IEA FIAH H1 FH @4 2

3. Separation of Powers: According to the Constitution, there
three organs of government. These are the legislature, the

executtve and the judiciary. The legislature refers to our elected
representatives. The executive 1s a smaller group of people who

are responsible for implementing laws and running the
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Il F1 FGE B AEAFT FE A € faaE 9 |

H Y 3 TKF B IHhE 3 H UGN GHR Hi fedr o
Il B0 Tl o FEIAN Hi Uk o fag grasm fwan m=n
2 f& @ odft o & wfedl - | e
vifedal & 39 dean & YR W YAF 31 T HT W
SV TEA € 3R 3W qE A M o ar" gel FH Ho
a1 TEal 2

government. The judiciary, of which you will read more in Unit
3 of this book, refers to the system of courts in this country. In
order to prevent the misuse of power by any one branch of
government, the Constitution says that each of these organs
should exercise different powers. Through this, each organ acts
as a check on the other organs of government and this ensures
the balance of power between all three.
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Hfayu 991 & 95 &1 99 o1 f&

T AT . Members of the Constituent Assembly
wel T q\,a A feared that the executive might become too
fo faunfae = gﬁ AT It strong and ignore its responsibility to the
I9&T F HI I 3H AR Hl AH legislature. The Assembly, therefore,

H TEd g 99 7 UH FT EYE Fl included a number of provisions in the
dfaur 4 wnfye fean fmer sfin Constitution to Iimit. and control the action
s a1 smere orer o e taken by the executive branch of

government as a whole.

et FRARdl *1 difgd R fafta
fman < 9eh |




T A | T U &1 S S R e 2
I TE, THF1 Haod 59 SFR 9 T 2 949 76 T’
I F T F ¢ ol 89 39 ‘wwr’ ¥ fu= g o
od #1 ‘TR’ F e g @ w9 SR an
FI A FE & AU TER g9 G 2 W T
uF UH aorifae qen e g S fafvee qum F w9
Ty @ 1 wfaffae w3 21 39 MR W B 9N
T, A T 377 H1 a5 T GFd &1 9T TF F
TF AFAaE GEFR 81 TR (I FEfas) 9 F
U fewm el 21 359 F1 Waed SR 9 FE A6 A0S
B 2| 38 WER & WE W TG T8l Fa S g

310+ Toreres & |1y ==l &Y o ™
3T QIHIT oF &<l o7 ek giar 21
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The word 'State’ is often used in this chapter. This does
NOT refer to state governments. Rather when we use
State, we are trying to distinguish it from ‘government.
‘Government’ is responsible for administering and
enforcing laws. The government can change with
elections. The State on the other hand refers to a
political institution that represents a sovereign people
who occupy a definite territory. We can, thus, speak of
the Indian State, the Nepali State etc. The Indian State
has a democratic form of government. The government (or
the executive) is one part of the State. The State refers to
more than just the government and cannot be used
interchangeably with it.

Discuss the difference between
State and Government with
your teacher.
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K o \) e .
. e W- ﬁrﬁ'ﬁ? ATYHT aren TS Wﬂﬁlﬂﬁ 4. Fundamental Rights: The section on Fundamental
i m o m‘%' m A A T o Rights has often been referred to as the ‘conscience’ of the
ferm ¥ 59 o 9fd 9eg &1 9@ U1 7 g o sHifaue Indian Constitution. Colonial rule had created
- . ﬁ . e ﬁ \ n _é A . R : . ... - 4 . < - = (7 g
ezt 9ed o fF Tdd 9id 5 T ql oh e9Ar a certain suspicion of the State in the minds of

S

a9 & fou g9 fafaa sifver gq =nfew) foemn @ifas ' the nationalists and they wanted to ensure that a set

AfRR 29 & G AR H T H G9 & G0 SR of written rights would guard agaimst tremisuse of State
iy s=9e 9 991 2| T4 9@ GfayuE T 3R 3= power in independent India. Fundamental Rights,
Afaadl & 99y Afgadl & ATYHT T & F@l %| therefore, protect citizens against the arbitrary
and absolute exercise of power by the State. The

: ‘Q -3 Constitution, thus, guarantees the rights of individuals

against the State as well as against other individuals.

—

A
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mmamm e
it 4§ 9 1fewn- é‘a;'ai"*me’.'mamf :
1. WHTAET &1 AT AR 99 FH WA, E/ETST 5. Wifaes 31T Yrafore srfaew

FMHA HI T § g @ gHH T4 F @A, 39 F e ff | "fauE § w5 T # fF arfidE

¥ % Taed £ fF O @ 9W H AR-9 O @ a FE 9, 9 sevsers gueE A

391 1 HH T GET T off STaErE, U AW FRER FE F1 G&hHia 1 @ R fawm & fau

FOM T FUFR | 9T o FE AfyFR i 21 T3 Neaforsh Heqe @i
Farelt ot AR & ST 5 e T @ A S, 6. e ITe it

el SR ¥ efmsmam u A Fusu S AR fed T ) o € B o

HRE TR FRA KA WA F i oy o oW AW B g I e e s

HTH, B, THM SAIG AEAF 4 syrfifes wdaar &1 srwe S g0 ¢ @ 39 AfER #

A W AW F AUE Ged FT [l A F G OifE w@aa HeN o 98 SEed § W1 9 €

AfFR B TSR o Ael § & R 71 yos safa @ ST

T fFdt & WY 99 98 FT T F U ATH, IHEH

Tl AfFT T T AR §  TIRCTER B H AR 2

fo7eh ar ° st fea@ ¥ &9 am

TS| FIATEA I g H A

e & fea w2




The Fundamental Rights in
the Indian Constitution
include:

1. Right to Equality: All persons are
equal before the law. This means
that all persons shall be equally
protected by the laws of the country.
It also states that no citizen can be
discriminated against on the basis of
their religion, caste or sex. Every
person has access to all public places
including playgrounds, hotels, shops
etc. The State cannot discriminate
against anyone in matters of
employment. But there are
exceptions to this that you will read
about later in this book. The practice
of untouchability has also been
abolished.

2. Right to Freedom: This includes
the right to freedom of speech and
expression, the right to form
associations, the right to move freely
and reside in any part of the country,
and the right to practise any
profession, occupation or business.
3. Right against Exploitation: The
Constitution prohibits human
trafficking, forced labour, and
employment of children under 14
years of age.

4. Right to Freedom of Religion:
Religious freedom is provided to all
citizens. Every person has the right
to practise, profess and propagate
the religion of their choice.
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5. Cultural and Educational Rights:
The Constitution states that all
minorities, religious or linguistic, can
set up their own educational
institutions in order to preserve and
develop their own culture.

6. Right to Constitutional Remedies:
This allows citizens to move the
court if they believe that any of their
Fundamental Rights have been
violated by the State.



BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

fafa= scvgers TqEE f 9red o f& dfaum 4 " Moreover, the various minority communities also expressed
st =1 e fear s s 396 e Wi & H the need for the Constitution to include rights that would
Toh | Fora®yq dgaeah! U SoquETh! o AR i &M protect their groups. The Constitution, therefore, also
&1 AWEgA | g9faum o fean w21 3 gifas s guarantees the nghts of minorties against the majority. As
& 91 °§ T IEeH A FE o F T I8 329 B Dr Ambedkar has said about these Fundamental Rights, their
e, Bl A vt feufq o @ fF a9 39 sfven &+ object 1s two-fold. The first objective 1s that every citizen must
foru rEeM FT T 3R TEA, ¥ AUFR & I T R be 1n a position to claim those rights. And secondly, these rights

Ty o fou aresr B 9 F1A a9 #1 sifusr fza must be binding upon every authority that has got the power
T 2 to make laws.
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Hifereh il & el TR W@fauE § Tk @e Hifd- In addition to Fundamental Rights, the Constitution also has a
fres awi #1 @t 8 WU 79 % §IE 3w we section called Directive Principles of State Policy. This section
TfeT SigT o difeh SR e WrEifee J SfeiE U @ was designed by the members of the Constituent Assembly to
S Feb| 9 9Rd ¥ o Wad 9RAE T SHa1 1 e ensure greater social and economic reforms, and to serve as a
T drel FAT AR Aol S g T fagial Fi a5 guide to the independent Indian State to institute laws and
9 H U A9H HHA @ policies that help reduce the poverty of the masses.
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Frafafas aftfafaa & @ @ difere sifasd & Sco aT w8 -
—  afg 13 9e &1 Uk Toall SIeid o h@ ¥ qagil iar 8|

~ gfg fadt T &1 @13 4T ST TR o @ sl 3799 99 § i
& | Taha g

— gfg fordt SaYE &l TSR H 967 UIsaq &l het @it ol
arufa &t <t At 2

— gfg ST QYT Jell 4 hrava foedr srfaesrdt =t gafeau va=fa
&I & TE1 & Fifeh a8 faart wigen g
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Which Fundamental Rights will the following situations
violate:

- If a 13-year old child is working in a factory manufacturing
carpets.

- If a politician in one state decides to not allow labourers
from other states to work in his state.

- If a group of people are not given permission to open a
Telugu-medium school in Kerala.

- If the government decides not to promote an officer of the
armed forces for being a woman.
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I d H 24 A 1950 1
Afgum g1 & fafy= 9= 319
afEd 9% 4 Gfaum 1 06 9fd ®
TEE T R 21 999 FW T oo
T YUEHEAT a8 dd 8% s @d Hil
® ¢ T fo= o Hfaum a9 &
Aeel N, T w9E 21 g9y e
faa 4 <@ 9 9@ 9 § 3 @ feard
ét%'{?:aﬂm%ﬂmm,@m
= WAl 81, S qers, fag 93
TER Feaiq4E Yoo, SUNLHHT 9o
3% U9 4 Srsitad U9, 99 93l
gz 2
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The above photos show various members of the
Constituent Assembly signing a copy of the
Constitution at its final session on 24 January
1950. The first photo (from top) shows Prime
Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru signing. The
second photo is of Dr Rajendra Prasad,
President of the Constituent Assembly. The last
photo shows the following persons (from right
to left): Shn Jairamdas Daulatram, Minister for
Food and Agriculture; Rajkumari Amrit Kaur,
Health Minister; Dr John Mathai, Finance
Minister; Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Deputy
Prime Minister and behind him Shri Jagjivan
Ram, Labour Minister.
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5. gUfROgar- R T 97 g @ e v stfuera
®q | fordt ot gd &1 T9hg ¥° o ®9 H F@ren T8l 2l
30 91 T BH 3 1A H SR fomr 9 we@m

5. Secularism: A secular state 1s one 1n which the state does
not officially promote any one religion as the state religion.
We will read more about this in the following chapter.
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FF 39 3 919 B GHIH o B TR FwE-FE 9 H:
i 9% 79 +X =1 2 T 2w %1 faym e e sfayme
39 AT F T FH W UH Aew@qui i a2 5
B9 399 29 3R 379 gfafafaal & S SR @ 9= 2
fo T Fedial & 99 95ed € @a 95a oA €, SH a@
fo7 2w & wfayA § 9 95aE 31 9| 8 9@l 39
gt @Ey «dt a5 S 21 79 A9 § 98 <@ 95 | 98l
Ahdd 99 H1 5%d o 919 & Ush U Gfau= &1 9%

ot 921 & T o

You now understand the ways in which a country’s history
often determines the kind of Constitution that a country
adopts for itself. The Constitution plays a crucial role in laying
out the ideals that we would like all citizens of the country to
adhere to, including the representatives that we elect to rule
us. Just like 1n the game of football, a change of constitutive
rules will affect the game. Indian Constitution has been
amended over the years to reflect new concerns of the polity.
Often a major change in the Constitution means a change in
the fundamental nature of the country. We saw this in the case
of Nepal and how it needed to adopt a new
Constitution after it became a democracy.
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FR THA ARG dfayuE & 59 s &1 fas The different features of the Indian Constitution
fFa % 9 2% ar FHr Afea @ @ € R 3= outlined above, involve complicated ideas that are
g ¥ gfvee ot gy Bt 71 Afea asdt s often not easy to grasp. Don’t worry too much
M a1 H R ek 9 F 39 T o6 arehl about this for the moment. In the rest of the book
HAE § 3 AT wens °§ IRdrg GfayE o as well as in your higher classes, you will read
gt Teesll & IR H A9 aR Hrgd S| 31" more about these different features of the Indian
®9 § 3901 1Y = 9ra| Constitution and understand more substantively
what they mean.
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Aiagm 9 go1 shdedl ol 9 Ieoi@ famdr Tar 21 3194 foreras =t |Eraar
H uar 7 o I Hivied ®F | § 311 elehad § TRl gIT 39 shviedl
T UTET ST &l Hgvagul &2

The Constitution also mentions Fundamental Duties. Find out
with the help of your teacher what these include and why it is
important for citizens in a democracy to observe these.

TRE Hifeld Fasdl ¥ 9 TF ° Garad 3@ifad, ae& aqmn
Al 39 W Hfaaw, d fod den & ° 39 W =9 H

[llustrate each of the 11 Fundamental Duties with drawings.
pictures, poems or songs and discuss them in the classroom.
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| fordt edifas 291 #1 Gfayum # S66 9 92d 272
2. &9 fRu v T qEAEs o fexmi wi 3f@u) ween #ie™ 1990 F1 AUE o GiauH #1 €1 §HU FHiew

91T o dren ofaum § 9 faan a2

1990 T AUTH oHT WiGET 2015 T JUTA T Hiaem
WIT-7: SRTAATeTaRT WIT-7: WHT ShraaTieTanT
=T 35: FHEFIT fFar T 75: FEFI AfFaar

Jurel AT F1 FEEN vfeal gemiEy 9 H1 FEFH v, fEUE @R FE & SHER,
w1 e HEARE § fifed gl wfsrafag & fafeq @i
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Exercises

1. Why does a democratic country need a Constitution?

2. Look at the wordings of the two documents given below. The first column is from the 1990 Nepal
Constitution. The second column is from the more recent Constitution of Nepal.

1990 Constitution of Nepal 2015 Constitution of Nepal
Part 7: Executive Part 7: Federal Executive

p—

Article 35: Executive Power: The executive | Article 75: Executive Power: The executive power
power of the Kingdom of Nepal shall be of Nepal shall, pursuant to this Constitution and law,
vested in His Majesty and the Council of be vested in the Council of Ministers.

Ministers.
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9 & 39 SH1 AfaurE ¥ ‘wEder vfea’ % I9Em | @ weh fE@ a1 87 39 91 F A ° @d gu
I ATFH ol € fF A9 1 U U dfauE w5 e a 27 #7462
3. R fraifaa gfafafaai =1 wfsa w® FE 3w 7 ear @ 0 gan?
4. TreAfafea feafaa o sougers w1 €2 3 fufdd 4 scruers & faa/ 1 99 s =i
Hew YUl €1 3HFT UH-UF FHRO Far5u
(%) T That § 30 forers & @R 379 9 20 g9 2
(@) T yel § 5 gfawe & ag od F AEd 2
(1) U HREH & 9oHed | 80 wfava FHart whrr g
(%) 50 feenfelai &t wen o 40 foeneff o= ofEwi @ 2
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What is the difference in who exercises ‘Executive Power’ in the above two Constitutions of Nepal?
3. What would happen if there were no restrictions on the power of elected representatives?

4. In each of the following situations, identify the minority. Write one reason why you think it is
important to respect the views of the minority in each of these situations.

(a) In a school with 30 teachers, 20 of them are male.
(b) In a city, 5 per cent of the population are Buddhists.
(c) In a factory mess for all employees, 80 per cent are vegetarians.

(d) In a class of 50 students, 40 belong to more well-off families.




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

5. 4 feu T A Fiem ¥ RdE SfauE & ge A S gE & T 21 T Fiom § ydE A9
% 9FH 2 Al ° fafae f st 19 9 97 A b qeyul -

& 3T

He™

ToaTg
vifeai &1 deam
Hiferw iR
THEE A gfda
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5. The column on the left lists some of the key features of the Indian Constitution. In the
other column write two sentences, in your own words, on why you think this feature
1S iImportant:

Key Feature Significance

Federalism
Separation of Powers
Fundamental Rights

Parliamentary Form of Government




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

" -

6. 39 9NEE T % T fafgu et g
frefafaa gt <9 9 et 2

(F) TRy

(@) 92H
(77) A9




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

6. Write down the names of the Indian States,
which share borders with the following
neighbouring nations:

(a) Bangladesh

(b) Bhutan
(c) Nepal
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GLOSSARY

Arbitrary: When nothing is fixed and is instead left to one's judgment or choice. This
can be used to refer to rules that are not fixed, or decisions that have no basis etc.

ldeal: A goal or a principle in its most excellent or perfect form.

Indian national movement: The Indian national movement emerged in nineteenth-
century India and saw thousands of men and women coming together to fight British
rule. This culminated in India’s independence in 1947. You will learn about this in
greater detail in your history textbook this year.

Polity: A society that has an organised political structure. India is a democratic polity.
Sovereign: In the context of this chapter it refers to an independent people.

Human Trafficking: The practice of the illegal buying and selling of different
commodities across national borders. In the context of Fundamental Rights discussed
in this chapter, it refers to illegal trade in human beings, particularly women and
children.

Tyranny: The cruel and unjust use of power or authority.







