Biodiversity Governance
in India

The Biological Diversity Act 2002 envisages a three-layered structure for
biodiversity governance in India: The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA)
at the national level, State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs) at the state level,
and Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) at the local level.

National Biodiversity Authority (NBA)

« Establishment and Role: The NBA was established in 2003 under
the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change following
India's ratification of the Convention on Biological Diversity in 1992.
It operates as a statutory autonomous body headquartered in
Chennai, focusing on conservation, sustainable use of biological
resources, and equitable benefit sharing from their use.

« Regulatory Functions: The NBA regulates access to biological
resources for research, commercial utilisation, bio-survey and bio-
utilisation, as well as the transfer of research outcomes and
biological resources.

« Advisory Functions: It advises the Government of India and State
Governments on identifying biodiversity hotspots as heritage sites.

« Approval Process: As per Section 3 of the Biological Diversity Act,
2002, the NBA's approval is required for non-Indian entities and
non-resident Indians regarding the use of biological resources or
associated knowledge within India.

Access to Bio-Resources and Intellectual Property Rights

« Purpose and Use: The Biological Diversity Act, 2002, dictates the
terms of access and use of bio-resources and related knowledge for
commercial, research, and bio-survey purposes.

« Eligibility for Access: Approval from the NBA is mandatory for
foreign nationals, non-resident citizens, and entities with foreign
participation in management or capital for accessing biological
resources.
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Equitable Benefit Sharing

« Approval Mechanism: The NBA ensures that the approval for
access to bio-resources is conditional on terms that secure equitable
benefit sharing.

« Forms of Benefit Sharing: Benefits may be shared in forms such
as joint ownership of intellectual property, technology transfer, and
boosting local economies by locating production and research
facilities in @ manner beneficial to local communities.

State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs)

« Establishment: SBBs are established under Section 22 of the Act
in all 29 states of India.

« Functions:

1. Advisory: They advise State Governments on biodiversity
conservation and sustainable use.

2. Regulatory: They regulate requests for commercial utilisation
or bio-surveys of biological resources by Indians.

3. General Functions: They perform other necessary functions
as mandated by the State Governments or the Act.

Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) at the
Local Level

Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) in India are local level
committees responsible for promoting conservation, sustainable use, and
documentation of biological diversity.

« Role and Responsibilities:

1. Conservation and Sustainable Use: BMCs focus on the
conservation and sustainable use of local biological resources.

2. Documentation: They are responsible for documenting
biodiversity and related knowledge.

3. People’s Biodiversity Register (PBR): BMCs prepare the
PBR, which records local biodiversity details.

4. Eco-restoration: They participate in the eco-restoration of
local biodiversity.

« Composition: Each BMC consists of a chairperson and up to six
members nominated by the local body, ensuring representation of
women and Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes.
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3Ted A vid fAfderar & f@v fa-wada
dedoll

wfdes fafderdr sifafaadt 2002 aired & Wia fafderdr enael & ST dieT-eddia iedat &t
UfdcheToll dhedl &

1. TSI Tde UE erg iy uid fafderdr urfelaseur (TaTei)
2. 21 de Ue eivd Ui fafderdr e (Tarddt)
3. AT ede Ue via fafderdr uderst afdfaar (diearet)

eIty S fafderar wifdasevr (Tadiv)

o TRITYIT 3012 AfRABI: TAT ol RIS 2003 H TAfdeUT, daf 31T AsaTe] ufdddel
AT & dgd 1992 A Wfddhs fafdeldr ue dhoderel o aifed o 3fofedielsl &b §e bl
7T &ff. Ig Teh delTfoioh Eadrd folchTd o &U 3 i dhedl & foleiehl deTesd doolg A
&, il EieefuT, AAdIUANIT U edTel drfad ohedl &. uifddh ellelall obl U, 3i1¢ JoTd
YT & SIS T8 AT el 8ff S&Hb HIaf 3 3T &,

o fAUTES B TAIT Sfofeieial, amftifodcs IUANIT, Ha-HdeuT 3 via-3udivl &
ST Gfdeh sl dob Ug b mel-emel sisieielel feuna 3iie Wfddh eiemes &
g&dideuT &l fadfad wedr .

o TUBIEHIR B TE HZd TLHIE 30T T TLHIC| Bl faeidd RIGI b &U A vid
fafderdar gleauic &t Ugdlel ol Ue 3T ¢l &.

o 3ic[aieat Ufgha: vifdh fafderdr sfaferdd, 2002 i &TeT 3 b SfeJdTe, 3Ted b e
Gifdes el aT efed Silel & IUTNT &b Fael 31 J1e-aedia SRl 3 srfoiareft
3Tedtal & ST TaTdit ot sufdl 3dedd 6.

Aa-gareen e difgs duer sfderl a6 uga

o 3223 31T IULIIT: vifdeh fafderdr sifeifeidd, 2002, ATfUIfoAdh, 3ieleielsl 3ite vid-
A&7 3eeTT P fAT vd-eerelsil 3iie efeld Siief bl Ugar 3ile U1 bt erdf o
foterffied e &.

o UEd & fST UrAdr: faceft sTeifient, sifetareft stoTfechl 3iie wifdes eiemesi db uga &
T gderst a1 goft & faceft amfiqrdl arest dieansii o ST Totdflt & sicfeficat sifararedf
2.
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SUTIEITd BT TS heoll

o 3foldiIcel 7 ToTdC g EfoifAd dhedl g s vid-eierelsii dob Ugd & fT sfefeiesl
351 erdf ug g il Tl 8] ATSIheUl ol defeld hed 8.

o 3181 TSI Teal & &U: I8 Dl Slfesch dUal & Sdch Zalfdicd, WeNfIlehi gediden,
3¢ AT HHAGTAT & ST SBTarehIel adich & Icrcal 31T SHofeieial A3l ol udl
IThE TRIToTT 3efcaRIT3i Bl TeTdl Gof vicl &l 3 el fdhdT ofl ehdT &.

eI wa fAfderar 91 (eadidt)
RITYST: 3T2d & Faft 1ol o sifeifSiarer ot emer 22 & dgd Cadldt Rfid &,
&rRf
1. HBTE: d T AL bl oid [AfaeldT TeefuT 3 dad Ul Ue dAGIE Gd 8.
2. folaTdA®: 3 aredial greT vfdes aee o ATaafdet 3T AT Ha-ad e &b
SRNeR o fAfarafad ded
3. HIATA B A T TLHIE AT IS greT ifetardf 31 3dedds drRf &ed &,
T &2 U2 W fAfderar uderer afafaar (feare)

afled & via fafderar vderst afAfaar (steareft) wisfa wae &t afdfaar § o tfde
fafaerdr o ZieeuT, Tdd 3UTNT 312 GZdldulidaeul ol d6ldl Gol o fBE faldHere &.
el
Aop et A T 3redef 31 WAl fAdb1d giel siidifdd Bg TS g1d &, Uil Aled131
3ie 3ieldfad AAlfd/ 3eigfda defuliadl o1 Ufafelfda fofdd dbed &.
affRrenT 2ie fATHeRRar:
1. LT 3T Hdd 3UG: fiearet wiresfla vifdds Tanesi & Teevr 3ie ddd
3UANT YT &7 dofed ohed &,
2. SEdIdefiheuT: 9 W fAfderdr aiie dafed Siet & gediauiiareul & AT fAdder &
3. viqew srieraafde eforeee (didftam): divere diefisme dare wed €, ot wimefia
Wa fafderdr fdaeur gof wedr &.
4. uTRfRfddt-yererfaen: 9 it via fafderdr ot urfefefddhi-goreriftst & 8T
BdE.
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