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Understanding Media

What is your favourite TV pr gra?{me? What do you like listening to on
the radif" M newspaper or magazine do you usually read? Do you
surf the internet_and what have you found most useful about it? Did you
know that there is one word that is often used to collectively refer to
the radio, TV, newspapers, Internet and several other forms of
communication. This word is ‘media’. In this chapter, you will read
more about the media. You will find out what is required to make it
work, as well as the ways in which the media affects our daily lives. Can
you think of one thing that you have learnt from the media this week?
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Ev?rything ranging from the stall at the local fair to
the programme that you see on TV can be called

Media is the plural form of the word ‘meditsy’

and it describes the various ways through which we
“communicate in society, Because media refers to all
means of communication, everything ranging from
a phone call to the evening news on TV can be called
media. TV, radio and newspapers are a form of media
hes millions of people, or the masses, across
d the world and, thus, they are called

A
—

mass media.
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Look at the collage on the left and
list six various kinds of media that
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Aves fou dvaa: g9r we| & fa e SfeR &6

Fou H A Hfeq g Afed Fam A, AR jee It would probably be diffic to imagine your

& farga 3v9m o € ¥ 3E 'TC ¥ TR UEeH H U life without the media. @ut cable tele\n:y' n and the

vt g a4 o T gu ¥ SEER A % fau wE o widespread use of the Infernet Is a recent

A arelt drafTsl e aged w2 phenomenon. These have been around for less than
- —_— twenty years. TheAechnology that mass media uses

H
keeps changing

— e~
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Newspapers, television and radio can reach

millions of people/because they use certain

technologies. We also tend to discuss newspapers

and magazines as the print media: and TV and radio

as the electronic media,_Why do you think
newspapers are called W s you read
further, you will find that aming is related to

the different technologies that these media use. The
following photographs will give you a sense of the
ways in which technology that mass media uses has
changed over the years and continues to change.

ey
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Changing technology, or machines, and making
technology more modern, helps media to reach more
people. It also improves the quality of sound and the
images that you see. But technology does more than
this. It also changes the ways in which we think about
our lives. For example, today it is quite difficult for
us to think of our lives without television. Television
has enabled us to think of ourselves as members of
a larger global world. Television images travel huge




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

U%F faa#R &1 791 § aEad & 98et 9+
H1 BUE FId §Y T An artist’s impression of Gutenberg
printing the [irst sheet of the Bible.
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Ask older members of your family
about what they used to listen to
on the radio when there was no
TV around. Find out from them
when the first TV came to your
area. When was cable TV
introduced?

How many people in your
neighbourhood use the Internet?

List three things that you know
about some other part of the
world from watching television?
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distances through satellites and cables. This allows
us to view news and entertainment channels from
other parts of the world. Most of the cartoons that
you see on television are mostly from Japan or the
United States. We can now be sitting in Chennai or
Jammu and can segirfages of a storm that has hit

the coast of Flgg#da in the United States. Television
has broug e world closer to us. —

am
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With electronic typerwriters, journalism

underwent a sea-change in the 1940s.
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Jobn 1.. Baird sits in front of the

apparatus with which he demonstrated to
the Royal Institute, his invention, the

‘televisor’, an early television.
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Can you list three different

products that are advertised
during your favourite TV
programme/’?

Take a newspaper and count the
number of advertisements in it.
Some people say that newspapers
have too many advertisements. Do
you think this is true and why?
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Media and money

SAHER 5/ 3941 H o S et ﬁﬁq:‘ A1 f@ The different technologjes that mass media use are
mzumﬁé@am , Wl W . — S

- expensive)Just think About the
gUTEREEE d93d1 qq/wsi AR AEGE FEF e ‘)

the newsreaderAits —[it has lights amw
j:ﬁ ;m; T % o weemse sk g. SRR recorders, transmissjon satelli{es, etc., all of which
% @l

\/ cost a lot of money.
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In a news studio, it is not only the newsreader

who needs to be paid but also a number of other

people who help put the broadcast together. This
includes those who look after the cameras and lights.

M We technologles that mass

/edla use keep changing and so a lot of money is

.chnology. Due to these

costs, _the mass media needs a g[ga—‘t deal of money

to do its work. As a result. most television channels
and newspapers are part of big business houses.

==
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Mass media is constantly thinking of ways to make
_money. —way e mass media earns
money is by advertising different things like cars,

choc u must
ve noticed the number of advertisements that

have to see while watching your favourite television
show., ile watching a cricket match on TV, the
sge advertisements are shown repeatedly between
~each over and s@u are often watching the same
image over and over again. As you will read in the
following chapter, advertisements are repeated in the

\)wc-&@t you will go out and buy what is advertised.

-
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( Media and demo@

In a democracy, the media plays a very important

qrell JAIH W Tl F H G A F1 JiHd A
qm@%um&ﬁwﬂwumm

mﬁ%m%&mmmlﬁﬁmﬁmm

role in providing news and discussing events taking

place in the country and the world. It is on the basis

- of this_information that citizens can, for example,

learn how government works. And often, if they wish
to, the ction on the basis of these news
stories. Some of the ways in which they can do this
is by writing letters to the concerned minister,
\()_lga,rusing—&-public protest, starting a signature

campaign, asking the government to rethink its
programme, etc.

T 29 GUIER o MR W FHEan 9 F
Hatud W &1 99 foast, qrawftte faug sy
Floh, gEE AAM AR Jedt SR ¥ YA 36
FAFE W 91 3 F1 308 G F1 GFd 2
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F1 3@d 70 AT TAAF € [F THEN Taferd g e
AW, 3T Y3 T U & FHER & @ fam wui
%1 U8 H GUH (% ddferld TER WA H 4 A9l 82

l/G'NEﬁ the role that the media plays in providing
information, it is important that the information be
balanced. Let us understand what we mean by a
balanced media report by reading two versions of
the same news event given on the next page.
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crackdown on polluting factories
rotestors block roads and disrupt traffic

Radhika Malik | INN

Violent protests by ow
and workers brought
city to a standstill t
People getling to wor
could not do so on tim
because of huge traffi
jams. The owners an
workers are protesting the
government’s decision to
close down polluting
factory units. Although the
government did take this
decision rather hastily, the
protestors have known for
quite some time that their

units are not legal.

Moreover the levels of

pollution in the city will be

greatly reduced by this
closure. Mr. Jain a well-
known figure in the city
said. “With our city
gradually becoming
Indias’s new business hub,
it is important that it be a
clean and green city.
Polluting factories should
be moved. The factory
owners and workers
should accept the
relocation being offered by
the government instead of
protesting.”

—

By : Karan Sir

India Daily Report

& e
Clos '
osure of factories augés&or%t

h.e closure of one lakh facton
City’'s 1 '
e y ‘s rcsnd%nual areas is likely to
s us iss
1ssue. On Monday, thousands ¢

S in th
become
f factory

lies wit ici
i hdthc municipal corporation because it
e - bt - ‘.
Sk .to 1ssue licenses for pew factorie '
| u ‘. > » s
P In residential areas.They also s hw
say that

there w
tnt :;edno adequate relocation efforts Th
§ and workers plan ; s
: a one-day ci
% o : cit
; S;otcst against this closure. Mr zh- S
:;, . factory owners said, “Th e
that ithas done a lot to relocat
¢y have sent us 10 have no

€ us. But the areas

C. .
not been de\rclop: d r [l ' i 'a"d. “hd ve
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afe a7 iE Ffear ¥ faan
Tar faao Jei a1 39 He & d of India, what would you think
o =T 9rein? about the issue?

If you read the story in the News
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By : Karan Sir

The fact is that i
_you would only

wspaper
w one side of the story If you

_ud_mg_[__ d read the News of India. you would most likely

think of the protestors as a nuisance. Their

disrupting traffic and Cominuﬁn’y polluting the city
with their factories leaves you with a bad impression
about them. But on the other hand, if you had read
the story in the India Daily, you would know that
the protests are because a lot of livelihoods will be
lost if the factories close because the relocation efforts
have not been adequate. Neither of these stories is a
balanced report. A balanced report is one that
discusses all points of view of a particular story and
then leaves it to the readers to make up their minds.
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Writing a balanced report) however, depends on
€dia being Inde An independent media

means that no one should control and influence its
coverage . should tell the media what




NCERT class - VII - Polity - KHAN Global Studies

m
=\

mm.ﬁnmﬁﬁméﬁmm
W E BH A % ®9 § HHAE $d ¢ 9o g8
' HEvaF 2 o 98 Seen favagda 3R d2xg 2l

ae7 a1 7% ? T gen oy wg3 TE6F) 9 ge:
mmmmm% ﬂgzmﬁwmaa

. -{ g =27 S |Wa§3ﬁmﬂqmm ‘l:ﬁ
¥ 5a 5 | % T HET A T9E

a9 9 999 1975-77 TF, ¢ F1 91|

T s

—

By : Karan Sir

can be included and what should not be included in
a news story. An independent media is important in
a democracy. As you read above, it is on the basis of
the rmation that the media provides that we take
tion as citizens, so it is important that this
information is reliable and not bjiased.

However, the reality is that media is far from
independent. This is mainly because of two reasons.
The first is the control that the government has on

e media. When the government nis either a
news item, prseenes from a movie, or the lyrics of a

\_song from bein th the larger public, this
is referred to\as censorship Jl'here have been periods
in Indian history when the government censored the

“media, The worst ol these was the Emergency
between 1975-1977.

N _—
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While the government does coytinue to censo
films, it does not really censor the/media’s coverage
of news. Despite the absence of £ensorship b

™ Lﬁl%'_i' fereR —G H o™ 1_55" WB W&"W government, most newspapers nowadays still fail to
qgd ‘ %nWW provide a balanced story. The reasons for this are
2 f& tm wifee 2, i 99R Al @ S complicated. Persons who research the media have

gmmwﬁumﬁlaémmﬁmaﬁ@w
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said that this happens because business houses
control the media. At times, it is in the interest of

Y9 F1 3MEYTFHA 3R 3T faamt a7 fasftar S V/t‘hese businesses to focus on only one side of the
ot 39 & o faay o FEA AT g S story. Media's continual need for money and its links
¥ zdifeu =R | YEE B F FRO to advertising means that it becomes difficult for

: mng a ST people who give them

Al 1 Ead T8l 99 —_
W advertisements. Media is, thus, no longer considered
independent because of its close links to business.
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Besides the above, the media also tends to focus
\/orra particular aspect of a story because they believe

his makes the storv interesting. Also if they want
to_increase public support for an issue, they often
d() this by focusing on one side of a story)
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‘v,_ ”‘C‘:" W\é What does TV do to us and what can we do with TV?

In many of our homes, TV is on a lot of the time. In many ways, a lot of our impressions
about the world around us are formed by what we see on TV: it is like a ‘window on the
world’. How do you think it influences us? TV has different types of programmes, soap
operas, like Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi, game shows, like Kaun Banega Crorepati, reality TV
shows like Big Boss, news, sports and cartoons. |
Before, in between and after each programme
& are advertisements.Since TV time costs so much
- 7 money, only those programmes that can attract
the maximum number of viewers are shown.Can
you think of what such programmes might be?
Think of what are the kinds of things that TV
shows and what it does not. Does it show us
more about the lives of the rich or the poor?

T —

We need to think about what TV does to us,
how it shapes our views of the world, our beliefs,
attitudes and values.We need to realise that it gives us a partial view of the world.While
we enjoy our favourite programmes, we should always be aware of the large exciting
world beyond our TV screens. There is so much happening out there that TV ignores. A
world beyond film stars, celebrities and rich lifestyles, a world that all of us need to reach
out to and respond to in various ways. We need to be active viewers, who question
whatever we see and hear, while we may enjoy it too!
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By : Karan Sir

Setting agendas

The media also plays an important role in deciding

\ what stories to focus organd therefore, decides on

what is newsworthy. For example, the annual
function at your school is unlikely to make the news.
But if a famous actor is invited as the Chief Guest,
then the media might be interested in covering it. By
focusing on particular issues, the media influences
our thoughts, feelings and actions, and brings those
issues to ow attention. Due to the significant
influence Jplays in our lives and in shaping our

ghtg/ it is commonly said that the media ‘sets
hda’'.
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published reports that indicated the high level of
pesticides and, thus, made us aware of the need to
regularly monitor thg Qras according to
international quality £ safety Stafydards. They did
this despite the ggvernment’'s resjstance by boldly
declaring that col dec. In covering this
story, the mediyf positively helped us focus on an
issue that affects our lives and one that we might
not even have been it had it not been for
dia reporting.
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There are several instgates when the media fails
to focus on isgues _tbrat are si :
For example, drinking water fis a major problem in
the country. Every year, thousands of peo
and die because they do not get safe drinking water.
However, we seldom find the media discussing this
issue. A well-known Indian journalist wrote of how
the Fashion Week, in which clothes designers show
their new creations to rich people, formed the front
page headlines of all the newspapers while several
slums were being demolished in Mumbai, the very
same week, and this was not even noticed!
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'ashion shows are very popular with the

media.
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Far W % gRT user a9 What is the consequence of the
FTd BU SeufEzal & T uT media ‘setting the agenda’ by
o ek Wi @ET 39 § & reporting on the Fashion Week
TFaran fererar 87 rather than the slum demolitions?

Far A9 fodt v faug & aw o
T = ST T UTAT 6 does not seem important to you
=0 femmar & T a9r? because it is never featured in the

media?

Can you think of an issue that
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By : Karan Sir

Local media

Recognising that the ia will not be interested in
covering 'small’ issues that involve ordinary people and
their daily lives, several local groups have come forward
to start their own media. Several people use community
radio to tell farmers about the prices of different crops
and advise them on the use of seeds and fertilisers.
Others make documentary films with fairly cheap and
easily available video cameras on real-life conditions
faced by different poor communities,and, at times, have
even given the poor these video cameras to make films
on their own lives.

Another example is a newspaper called Khabar Lahriya which is a fortnightly that is run by
eight Dalit women in Chitrakoot district in Uttar Pradesh. Written in the local language,
Bundeli, this eight-page newspaper reports on Dalit issues and cases of violence against
women and political corruption. The newspaper reaches farmers, shopkeepers, panchayat
members, school teachers and women who have recently learnt to read and write.
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T'he print media offers a large rariety of
information to swit the tastes of different

red (/ ery.
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By : Karan Sir

' As citizens of a democracy, the media has a very
‘ .

mportant role to play in our lives because it is

1
|!

hronoh the about issues related

to the worki

what to focus 0 d‘ﬁl this way it 'sets the agenda’.

W at times, prevent the medla

from publishing a story and this is called censorship.
Nowadays, media’s close relationship with business
often means that a balanced report is difficult to come
by. Given this, it is important for us to be aware that
the ‘factual information’ that a news report provides
is often not complete and can be one-sided. We,
therefore, need to analyse the news by asking the
following questions: what is the information I am
learning from this report? What information is not
being provided? From whose point of view is the
article being written? Whose point of view is being
left out and why?
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. weas | HER uream fEme mqﬁqfwmﬁm??
,J(hat ways does the media play an impMortant role in
democracy2

I.‘Q

F1 9 TQ T@IfEa T UF vidF 2 GHd 22 79 {@rEd 9 A"
THR 91499 3R 92 AR & O §aY & a8 § 59 G99

® 87 (A 2. Canyou give this diagram a title? What do you understand
s s , z L about the link between media and big business from this
3. M Yg gk @ % §9R HAH {69 YR TSE 994 2 lisarant?
P EIcE R vZal 227 194 fa=ni & uw o '
S 3. ®ou have read about the ways in which the media ‘sets

he agenda’. What kind of effect does this have in a
democracy? Provide two examples to support your point
of view.
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BIG BUSINESS HOUSES
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People buy
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seen in the
media.
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therefore,
flows back to
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products
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4. As a class project, decide to focus on a particular news
topic and cut out stories from different newspapers on
this. Also watch the coverage of this topic on TV news.
Compare two newspapers and write down the similarity
and differences in their reports. It might help to ask the
following questions-

a. What information is this article providing?
b. What information is it leaving out?
c. From whose point of view is the article being written?

d. Whose point of view is being left out and why?
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5. Create projects individually, in pairs or in groups about types of advertisements.
Create commercial advertisements about certain products and social
advertisements related to public health, road safety, need to save water and energy.
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Glossary

Publish: This refers to newsreports, articles, interviews, stories, etc., that are printed in newspapers,
magazines and books for a wide audience to read.

Censorship: This refers to the powers that government has to disallow media from publishing or
showing certain stories.

Broadcast: In this chapter this word is used to refer to a TV or radio programme that is widely
transmitted.

Public protest: When a large number of people come together and openly state their opposition to

some issue. Organising a rally, starting a signature campaign, blocking roads etc. are some of the
ways in which this is done.






