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ANNA NAGAR 3H-T1TX

Amu and Kumar are Bi—=1l{}
: T e
re Ty Ll
travelling through B o L

- z . . : " : 77#\'7“" - \I_~ . — —
Chennai 1n a bus. As X ‘&a . T

" S ——— -~ om— —C — —
they go round the city, ———— e T

they observe the water
facilities available in
different parts of
Chennai...
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Water and the People of Chennai

o8 o S 3T ur
A TG Y SN TR AT 9= & 3= TR § T©d

Senior government officials like Mr Ramagopal hive
in Anna Nagar, Chennai. This area looks lush and

1 R I o fegwE & FRv - - A 78 green with lawns maintained by a generous spraying
TR W AHYF 2| TR 6 el W2 TEd 21 v of water. Bungalows here have tap water for major
gt 1 2mgfd &9 gt g @ o Toae TR wia e | part of the day. On days when the water supply 1s
ufifed U 92 AHE F 96 FW ? 3 B 39 fau inadequate, Mr Ramagopal speaks to a senior official

whom he knows in the municipal water board and a

& THT F Taa™ B Al 2 ' e s
/\_ water tanker 1s easily arranged for his house.
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Y& & AR AT 1 WE T § gaHvIA & AueHe
H ot gt #1 w4 21 T8 TRufas 3 79§ v ar g
mmﬁlwmaﬁmﬁmmﬁaﬁ@m
At B AR aRae 1 9 @ 2 @ 39
I -TETE & fau & seue F3@ € T 1 & fau
1 UHT GlEA gSdl 1 gEHvad 20 9 U @ied &
T HEHA 500-600 ¥9C @9 F@ 21 9 & 9 F Gh FE
& fou @ A =0 | & Aoy IYE SEn g

Like most areas of the city, Subramanian’s apartments in
Mylapore suffers from water shortage. This area gets
municipal water once in two days. A private borewell meets
some of the residents’ water needs. Borewell water 1s,
however, brackish so the residents use it in their toilets
and for washing. For other uses, water 1s purchased from
tankers. Subramaman spends upto Rs 500-600 per month
on buying water from the tankers. For drinking water,
residents have installed water purification systems in their
homes.

Noe
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HENFHE & U " H f¥ren veget 6fee 9 faau @ @
21 39 9r fq ¥ us ar g foeran 21 9 #1 FH F FR

9% AM IRER # 9 S 171 ) 91 & fere foran
AR | YE F1 A @ded 2

e ——

Siva ltves on rent on the first floor of a house in Madipakkam
and gets water once in four days. Shortage of water 1s one

major reason why Siva can’t bring his family to Chennat.
For drinking, Stva buys bottled water.

—e




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

TEHT Te] AU B 9% HAUE § F wdt @ 3R 9™ #@
UF PO a=t @l 2 STE g #1 fFwE 650 w9
AR 21 SHS! F W 7 9@ iEed € 3R T @ 9 #
I Wia 21 79 W@ HI 30 gE & fou w1 A = & T
21 39 7 ¥ U9 20 fe & fou % arEe 9 9 S 2
T 2 UF 9fER F1 @ 9 ) 3 afeedl S w1 0
foerar 21 Z6 9 1 S TR, ¥H 3R 99 & foe s
F1d €1 T ¥ ot 39 F9 @ W @ fF w2 ofEed #
& T o gan 3% 20 #1 9 3a9R S 9gal 2

Padma works as a domestic help 1n Saidapet and lives 1n
the nearby slum. She pays a rent of Rs 650 for the hutment,
which has neither a bathroom nor a tap connection. For 30
such hutments there 1s a common tap at one corner, in which
water comes from a borewell for 20 minutes twice daily. A
family gets to fill a maximum of three buckets within this
time. The same water 1s used for washing and drinking. In
summer, the flow becomes a trickle, so that one family gets
water only at the cost of another. People have to wait long
hours for water tankers.
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1. You have seen the four
situations illustrated above.
Based on these, what
impression do you get of the
water situation in Chennai?

2. Pick out the various sources
of water for household use
from the description alongside.

3. What, in your view, is similar,
and what is different in
Subramanian’s and Padma’s
experiences.

4. Write a paragraph
describing the water supply
situation in your area.

5. Why does water flow in a
trickle in summer in most places
in India? Find out.

Discuss: Is there a general
shortage of water for everyone
in Chennai? Can you think of
two reasons why different
people get varying amounts of
water?
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W%m%mﬁuﬁ@

Seq 3R @y & fou g SEvas 21 9 Fad 98 gEr
T S&d & 90 H & [ AGvaF ¢, afcd 9 F
I I 9gd A UE W 26 At araE B o 36
2 wia #i feafs 77 7 fF fom <o Fea, 35, St
A & Had S WGl 9 A ¥, I SHE T
WWWHI%IWWWI [ & HRU B A

(00 ¥ Il S i o H A 9 9 #1 5 & ST
U9 Hidl § Wt FH 39 & 9=d 8 21 ATl s uee-Tie—
&1 U TES ®Y F YT 2 dl 37 Hial F1 TH S Ghdal

Water as Part of the Fundamental Right
to Life

Water 1s essential for life and for good health. Not only 1s 1t
necessary for us to be able to meet our daily needs but safe
drinking water can prevent many water-related diseases. India

has one of the largest numb )6525 0 .ases such as
diarrhoe;ﬂ:lysents/y, chdggver 600 Indians, mo@
them children below the ag tive, reportedly die everyday
because of water-re seases. These deaths can be

prevented 1f people have access to safe dnnking water.

’

—
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AT Hfau™ & =07 21 & HAdd 9 & AfER F
Sitaq & TR &1 feeq o T 21 T9F Haoid 98 © 1

T I, g sl %1 98 AR @ e 39w wima w
3 TEE H [ FE F_fU v e il —;:Kl\"""%
Fe1 1 Waed T & fF U 9w @EE 0 /
el TR w1kl | gas g faen =nfeul
) ’ Derkiy wador -y "'T)
The Constitution of India recognises the right to water as being k‘a Wﬁl
a part of the Right to Life under Article 21. This means that 1t \
1s the night of every persgn, whetherrich or goor, to have

sufﬁcgz(t amounts of yater to fulfil his/her daily needs at a
price that he/she fford. In other words, there should be

Cﬁ:ﬂ’.lccm\ to
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=9 Al AR Faed e A FE qHeH d T8 Fe
2 foF qifera Yoo 1 sifusr ot diferss sifusnl 4 9 s
21 2007 ® 31y W3W =9 <A A U W Tl % Hae

W Wgga TR 9 & UF [w9E g1 fo@ T 99 & SR
W el AR | 3@ 49 %1 (6 addl 21 9 9o A
fFam &1 fosaa 4t fF & Fue arelt 9l e

g feor siesama | : T 21 399 gfta e
gfta & T @ S foh e e i 2 =1 &4 21 34
HFeH & SR T I 4 Wega TR & foen e
=1 ey fan f+ & Yo% Afdd 1 8 T 25 ali
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‘There have been several court cases in which both the High

Courts and the Supreme Court have held that the right to safe
drinking water 1s a Fundamental Right. In 2007, the Andhra
Pradesh High Court restated this while hearing a case based
on a letter writfen by a willager of Mahbubnagar district on
the contaminagon of drinking water. The villager’s complaint
was that a textife company was discharging potsonous chemicals
into a streany near his village, contaminating ground water,
which was thie source for irnigation and drinking water. The
judges diregted the Mahbubnagar district collector to supply
25 litres offwatgeto each person in the village.
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".. right to water entitles

safe, ackegfable,
physigally accessible and

affordable water for _ -
pefsonal ang_dg_@gs_.
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ERLIERIY ﬁ) blic Facilit 7
ol o mrwe v gl d ey win g ]| |2 VE0E SRGES

saa fean s =nfew) free e mm Like water, there are other essential facilities that need
ﬁmgﬁmaﬁaaﬁnw;émm [T+

to be provided for everyone. Last year you read about
Tieed, foraerd 3R et i Aferd i € 52 sgfaand s —
T two other such facilitiesChealthcare and \;mnmm
F W @ 9 S 2 o | . .
?;?mxl)', there are things like electricity, public

-(‘snort, sqhools and cglieges that are also necessary.

hese are known as public facilities
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ﬂmnﬁuﬁﬁﬁuaﬁﬁméﬁuﬂm)

Tt == F foren & sfvww ¢ The Indian Constitution guarantees the Right to

Y AL S g— , Education for all children between the ages ol/ ‘ (

I U T N Imj B6-14 years. Equity in the schooling facilities
| available to all children is an important aspect )

RS S b 3“' oA 3 ﬁnv of this Right. However, activists and scholars
T AT HT qrel FEAFTA T working on education have documented tl\/

it & frerai ¥ 9% 92 W fact that schooling in India continues to be
s ¢ fF wna | el foen | #wen | highly unequal.
¥ HIE SFHAED @ 2
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fomio 81 S & = SH 98d W1 S S L 9
q9c 3R T § UE T al 399 9gd 91
ao I o T 71 T W R gemd o fawed @
ATYfd aga TR @ o fore SRR 8 et € : fEam o
aTelt BIE-1e gyt @ie T €, farenfeal #1 v foram
I € S A Tt 7 Pl ik @ e 3 e
@ 1 WEE g ~

feredt sFgfasn #1 v wewayel fava a2 2 ¢ f @-g CL 1mpnrta->f1 public chnlm is that once it
1S

provided, its henefits can be s ny le. For
instance, a school in the village will enable many chlldrcn to get

educated. Similarly, the supply of glectricity to an arcacan be

useful for many people: farmers £an run pumpsets to irrigate

their fields, people can open fmall workshops that run on
electricity, students will find ifeasier to study and most people
in the village will benefit infggae way or the other.

&
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i@mmmm% afae 3% qea FUH
famer o fodt = frdt & S e 3 =ifew) S 7, 7'

ﬁmﬁm&mawﬁWLm
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aﬁﬁmmwm Z4 4 F1 993 6 g8 fasied
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U

e
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The Government’s Role

Given that ic facilitic ; : ‘ \ONe S

carry the responsibility of providing these to
the people _This ‘someone’ 1s the government. Ong of the
most i1mportant functions of the government
1s to ensure that these public facilyseS are made
available to everyone. Let us try angAlinderstand why the
government (and only the goygfnment) must bear this
responsibilis

Y




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

gq i’@ﬁﬁﬁ g’il‘* ] fﬁQ aa?ﬁ g1 Fe 7 We have seen th@npamw operate for profit s
F TEE H ‘a9 H TS FH “FT 39 TR the market. You read about this in the chapter on
WW_MLM..@ 21 the ‘St()r_\j nt: a!S.h.irt’ in _\'()ur‘J.}ass. \’Il~ book. In most of
TR & feu AT B T A - S the PL;bllC tamhtnc:s, there 1s no profit to b; h:ll\d. l."()r

example, what profit can accrue to a company for keeping
ik mm ®? b : - s ¢l nning an antf:nala?ia 'campaigng i,
Frsft ol 39 7t & F o feredt Tl o) private company will probably not be interested 1n
undertaking such work.
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AR I AR

qmmaﬁmmnmiﬁm

ﬁmglmm

o
iﬁ{dﬁ@iﬁimwmmm ﬁ

quF & W @ 2

aifernr =i

The government needs to play an active role in providing
adequate access to proper health faciliti re
population. This includes the eradication of preventable

diseases like polio as smwn{wograph.
(>,
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A TFe 3R ETare St 9 Sgfasne | e st But, for other public facilities such : 10:1
1 feo=ed 2 gedl 81 e 9W 39 9vE & FEd AR rivate companies may_well be interested. We have many

mm,)}r IR AY YT H @A 2 d A9 FE TR ﬂg’? of these, particularly in large cities. Similarly, if you are
Fufri #1 F0 1 Gios arel % TR U H1 S S living 1n a city, you will have seen private companies
g i W/g(#rn L frafaa o fasft safal sAgfasmd § supplying water through tankers or supplying drinking
qedl FUP2, 'c"Iﬁ-F{ ELCO| ﬁqa Tl S Bt @ T AR water in sealed bottles. In such cases, private companies
ST # S A 22 e T 2 9 g & provide public facilities but at a | price that only some people
& fou Igesy qﬁﬁa”n 49 F & 395 gﬂm can afford. Ience, this facility 1s not available to all at an
&1 gfaund gran, 3fg 229w f99 99 9w at ag affordable-rate. @\\L go by the rule that people will get as
2| ZHeT Fdran 78 B fE S 39 gfansi & v ft @é much as they can pay Tor then many people who cannot
T F U F FEASAS Stad S 9 dfad © S affgrd to pay for such facilities i » deprived of the

pportunity to live a decent life.
|

—
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geea giaas] A g el ot s wme & fo
T&i 2 fF a@ @ o 2 s 5 s 1 ol fire proylded so that pec ople’s basic needs are met. The
TAYd T8Ld il 1 S Goh | T 19 oh 3EHR &l I ,,4 afe thit the Constitution guaranices 15 10t all persons
S SETER &AW T aE 39 F Wl @ F w2 #hc inlthis cofintry. D€ responsibility to provide public facilities,
zafen segfaud FH F faoed ofsd arf = therefore, must bethat of the government.

e s Publuc {acin® - —

1r1 ¢ option. Pyblic facilities relate to
m Ay modc modern society rcﬂmru that these
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92 ¥ R F1 79 94 H1 H UeH w0 yEa € F
AT WA F G & v 99 w1 omaen ww 9
wﬁumnﬁaﬁmmmaﬁmm@
Sfe 2 31 S 9_3 a9e $0 SR 3% aEeE
FHFN W @ FE F WER F G ATHR @ B
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fraer, ot F1 [ TRy @A faen, g
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Where does the governm

Every year you must have
being presented in the Pz
expenses the government
the past year and how mi
year.

In the budget, the goverr
ways in which it plans to
source of revenue for the
from the people, and the
collect these taxes and u:
instance, to supply water,
in pumping water, carryin
down pipes for distributic
impurities, and finally, co
It meets these expenses |
it collects and partly by ¢
is set so that most peopl¢
amount of water for daily
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Central Government Spends Money on
Rupee Goes To

Pensions
Sp

States’ share of taxes & duties
4p.
Other Expenditure - -
8p .

Finance Commission
& Other Transters
8p

Subsidies
9p.

Interest Payments
18p
\ mm . (Gl - 3 92 2018-19)
’ﬂﬂ'ﬂt ‘ Lol i
q L .

RIECIENR IR

‘\( 0 & \Q\ Ry Central Sector Scheme

9p. 10p. Source: Union Budget 2018-19
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FAR (T H)- W TH 9 9N
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HY- A% W B, 39 T a9 FEen
TEM| F qH FEdA FL TEd 8l 6
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fofrit et it

FHR- 3.

Y- THN Hia9E ¥ 9gd 9rl
SAGfaA F1 Siaq & AFR F
o= 5 T 21 SR F1 39 9.
F1 2 wE =fev % 33 sfus
H1 HaET 1 & difh & Al Tk
S Sgq S HeF |

3T feraat 19 | wEua &7
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As Amu and Kumar ride
around Chennat...

Amu: Did you notice that the
roads in Saidapet were so bumpy
and without streetlights? |
wonder what the place is like at
night.

Kumar: What better can you
expect in a slum!

Amu: Why should slums be like
that? Shouldn't they have public
facilities?

Kumar: | think public facilities
are for all those who live in

proper houses in colonies. They
are the people who pay taxes.

Amu: Why do you say that! Slum
dwellers are also citizens and
they have rights too.

Kumar: Arrey! The government
will go bankrupt this way!

Amu: Well, it has to find a way.
Can you imagine what it would
be like to live in a slum without
proper roads, water, electricity?

Kumar: Err....

Amu: Our Constitution recognises
many of the public facilities as
being a part of the Right to Life.
The government must see that
these rights are protected so that
everyone can lead a decent life.

Whose point of view do you
agree with?
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2. TR 9 S & fou et @uf@i &1 of 58/ o Fwdl 81 33 o o 9ge a9
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1. What are public facilities? Why should the government be responsible for providing
public facilities?

2. The government can get private companies to deliver some of the public facilities. For
instance, contracts for building roads are given to private contractors. Distribution of
electricity in Delhi is done by two private companies. However, the government must keep
a close watch on these and ensure that they fulfil their commitment to reach these
facilities to all people and at affordable prices.

Why do you think the government must assume the overall responsibility for public
facilities even when it gets private companies to do part of the job?

3. Look at your water bill and find out what the minimum rate is for municipal water in
your area. Does the rate increase as the use of water increases? Why do you think the
government charges a higher rate for greater use of water?

4. Find out the various kinds of taxes people pay to the government by talking to a salaried
person, a person running his or her own factory/business and a shopkeeper. Share your
findings in the classroom with your teacher.
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Tax Revenue of Central Government

Rupee Comes From

Non-debt Capital Receipts
Customs

4p.

Dg"es Service Tax (GST)
P & Other Taxes
Non-Tax -
Revenue
8p.
Income Tax Borrowings &
16p. Other Liabilities
19p.
19 19,
(Gra - FZ1g 792 2018-19) Corporation Tax

19p.
Source: Union Budget 2018-19




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

w4 g0 & fau =9 & % _dfae
&1 Had Hequl | SHRIH_HIE
FﬁﬂWHﬁMM%l
a9 YRS o HRU_ES EN-T-
mﬁaﬁmwwﬁwmﬁ
F9q Hifad gt 1 @l 2

Buses are the most important forms of public
transport over short distances. It is the main link
to the workplace for majority of the working
people. With rapid urbanisation, the public bus
system even in the major cities has not been able
to keep up with the demand
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9 FHl &l Q0 FE & fag Koot aon
I WeTTH H SR A 72 ISR
F ®U H UF HeEvarhia A IE B2
feeeht 121 Tt o veet Wz ag B
# o fou T 992 9

TqU F1 @ A T #) FS A@nl
FeT ¢ % IR SR gEst® 99
wvnﬁﬁﬁgunmwn&a?aimwa
T H T 7 Sdl AR A H S
df gf & S SR e %7
wqaﬁmﬁ%ﬂé?{aiwﬁéﬁfa&yﬁ

T Ga1 S Hehdl 872

As an alternative, the government has planned
ambitious metro rail projects for Delhi and other
metropolitan cities. Rs 11,000 crore was spent
from the government budget for the consjzucTion
of the first segment of the metrdrail y Delhi
using the latest technology. Peop¢” have pointed
out that this massive expenditufe could have
been avoided if only a fraction of this amoupt~

Would you agree? Wha
the solution for_gther regions of Indfy’
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S ¥ 3 o« T e fiw

T R?

Water Supply to Chennai: Is it Available

to All? /
’fT‘ﬁ“T gerhl | 7 3R ﬂ'éﬁﬂff; Gl In rural areas, water is needed both for human
% fou o %1 w& =t 21 F@ use and for use by the cattle. The sources of

?faﬁ  FEUY, qreE 3R F-F9 @9 water are wells, handpumps, ponds and

W feorg 2fai 9 ot figerar 21 = @ sometimes overhead tanks. Much of these are
e fet @ 9 81 9B Sl privately owned. Compared to the urban areas,
% EHEE U T § S there is an even greater shortage of public
T F AR ot = A9 2 water supply in rural areas.
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TqH HIE WF el T SEgfasnd 9 w1 ged e =i
oifeheT ehiehd § TET &1 81 9gd R T W o gfaenei
F1 9 399 8| TH AAE F A G o 39 gt HI
ol & 9 § US| Jg SgfaHl 9gd 4EA W@t 2

While there 1s no doubt that public facilities should be made
available to all, in reality we see that there 1s a great shortage
of such facilities. In the rest of this chapter, we will read
about the provision of water, which as we have seen, 1s a
public facility of great importance.
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S fF 39 1A 1 YeeTd W e <@ o, 9E | UMl
ﬁmﬂﬁ‘iﬂfmﬁmaﬁa@@maﬁmwaﬂ%ﬁ
& & T B G €1 S ol W (g 9 9 T
%lwmﬁa@mqﬁrm%lmw
fFa T € IU% EUN & ToRl § S9Rl UHl Sl 2,
S g 1 afeqdl F F9 T ferm 7~

Water supply in Chennai, as wwmeginning of the

chapter, 1s marked by shortages. Municipalsupply meets only
about half the needs of the people of the ety

There are areas which get water m_' than others.

Those areas that are close to the storape-points get more water

AN AVEerage.

whereas colonies further away recetve less water.
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The burden of shortfalls i /fte ply fall
the poor. The middle 0¢ A Wﬁ‘aced
shortages, are able t&”copd through a variety| «
means such as digging borewells, buying.water f
and using bottled water for drinki
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Apart from the availability_of WAter, acCess to ‘safe’

drinking water is also available to some an epends

on what one can afford. Once again, the wealthy have moré

=

choices, thaghS pr'the booming market 1in_bottled water
and water pupftiers. People who cga~attord it have safe

drinking water, whereas the poor are again left out. In

reality, therefore, 1t seems that 1t 1s only people with money
who have the nght to water — a far cry from the goal of

universal acces zifficient and safe’ water.
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Taking water from farmers

The shortage of water has opened up opportunities for pri
Many private companies are providing water to cities by buying it from places around the
city. In Chennai, water is taken from nearby towns like Mamandur, Palur, Karungizhi and
from villages to the north of the city using a fleet of ovef 13,000 water tankers. Every
month the water dealers pay farmers an advance for the Jrights to exploit water sources
on their land. This is water taken away 10t | om aghgculture but also from the
drinking water supplies of the villagers\ Grouhd water l¢ ) Is have dropped drastically in
all these towns and villages as a result.

ate companies in a big way.
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9% &1 feafa &g st 7 21 il & wEE | e

FH F1 T8 T W o T el # ot femrE 1 o 2 The situation in Chennai 1s not unique. A similar

TRUfc® &1 Sargfd § & 9 foed & foau fasit safar scenario of shortages and acute crisis during the

&1 | S Seshi | therdl o1 W@ €1 A SHufEl T g summer months is common to other cities of

% feru urdt aedt &1 ot & s | o Sees R-ae India. The shortage in municipal water 1s

feard <t 21 wedt sl | wfa safad e 135 et ae int:m/"(gly being filled by an expansion of

yfafed faern =ifew) 9t =61 T& | 9T 7 |ee] & aial privfte companies who are selling water for

2| YEd S AEM A FE A a9 HI 2| Al goi areE profit. Also common are the great inequalities

o T 1 T wfa =AfE 20 e 9 (T ared) ot @ in water use. The supply of water per person in

foreTan gH{ TF A Been § WA At AN BT I an urban area in India should be about 135 litres

gfd =i 1600 Tt (80 aMet) T il fivern @1 per day (about seven buckets) — a standard set by the Urban
Water Commussion. Whereas people in slums have to make do
with less than 20 litres a day per person (one bucket), people
living 1n luxury hotels may consume as much as 1,600 litres (80

In Search of Alternatives

buckets) of water per day.
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=l T : I THR TR H Discuss: Do you think this
Twart ¥ a1 @ra & @ =0 grm? would be a right step? What do

S you think would happen if the

government withdraws from
the task of supplying water?
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A shortage of municipal water 1s often taken as a sign of failure
of the government. Some people argue that since the
government 1s unable to supply the amount of water that 1s
needed and many of the municipal water departments are
running at a loss, we should allow private companies to take
over the task of water supply. According to them, private
companties can perform better.
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ol ﬁmi 11 é?!! A 3 R 1. Throughout the world, water supply 1s a function of the
- : . *aga - _ government. There are very few instances of private water
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ok @ bk m -q?ﬁ . S v 3.In a few cases, where the responsibility for
AT sl ! werrg water supply was handed over to private
Fae stz ¥ S FT FE 39E wed J oA 9 o R, Sl | > Prve

Consider the following facts:

2. There are areas in the world where public water
supply has achieved universal access. (see Box

below)

companies, there was a steep rise in the price
of water, making it unaffordable for many.
Cities saw huge protests, with riots breaking
out in places like Bolivia, forcing the
government to take back the service from
private hands.
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Public Water Supply in Porto Alegre

Porto Alegre is a city in Brazil. Though there are many poor people in this city, what is
remarkable is that it has a far lower number of infant deaths as compared to most other cities
of the world. The city's water department has achieved universal access to safe water and this is
the main reason behind the lower number of infant deaths. The average price of water is kept
low, and the poor are charged half the basic rate. Whatever profit the department makes is used
to improve the water supply. The working of the water department is transparent and people can
have a direct say in deciding which projects the department should take up. Through a process
of public meetings, people hear what the managers have to say and also vote on their priorities.
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4. WA H WHR 9 fq9rT F1 Hhd % HE I3 W W 4. Within India, there are cases of success in government water
€| w4 3T FH € SR ITH Fherdl TS &= d departments, though these are few in number and hmited to
& Hifia @ 3t 21 gag &1 semgfd faum st ==t certain areas of their work. The water supply department in
HI [0 FE o fau 5ie o & IR 93« LE | ST &l Mumbai raises enough money through water charges to cover
2 T & #1 uE U ¥ va e € fF e § e its expenses on supplying water. In Hyderabad, a report
faam & T § 39w geN 7 3 STET S aE 2 shows that the department has increased coverage and
9% | 5 faum 3 aui 9@ 999 & fau w2 geen improved performance in revenue collection. In Chennai,
Y& F 2 afe g Joread § gUR A S Heh| 98l the department has taken several initiatives for harvesting
W UHr FT g IR famw & fau fAsi s #51 od rain water to increase the level of groundwater. It has also
Hamd off s W 2, AfFd 9 & SHU B W TEA used the services of private companies for transporting and
Stemgfd fawm & @@ & 2 3R 98 3% T FH F distributing water but the government water supply

39 <1 21 SHfeT 39 SU 1 ‘ SEtya’ Fel S gl department decides the rate for water tankers and gives them
permission to operate. Hence they are called ‘on contract’.
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FUT & 9T H 30 g faent oy Discuss the main ideas in the

Wl @i Hemgid ¥ guW & fen above section. What do you

MU T § 7 famar =1 9ehar £72 think can be done to improve
water supply?

- I. I‘” qm E,I.”\' ¢ TTH'T A Do you think it is also

farsredt S/ STt s "= 3N important to conserve

WS UREgT |-t a1 S9raT resources like water and

TEATA HIAT Agat 27 electricity, and to use more

public transport?
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Mumbai's suburban railway is well-functioning public transport system. It is the densest route in the world, attending to 65 lakh passengers
daily. Extending over a distance of 300 kilometers, these local trains allow people living far away from Mumbai to find work in the city. Note
that the high cost of housing in cities makes it impossible for an average worker to live in the city.
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Extending Sanitation Facilities

“Latrines for us!' they exclaimed in astonishment.
‘We go and perform our functions out in the open.
Latrines are for you big people.”

Mahatma Gandhi recounting untouchables’ grievances,
Rajkot Sanitation Committee, 1896

Besides safe drinking water, sanitation is a must in prevention of water-borne diseases.
However, the sanitation coverage in India is even lower than that of water. Official figures
for 2011 show that 87 percent of the households in India have access to drinking water
and about 53 percent have access to sanitation (toilet facilities within the premises of
residence). Once again, it is the poor both in the rural and urban areas who lack access to
sanitation.
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Besides safe drinking water, sanitation is a must in prevention of water-borne diseases.
However, the sanitation coverage in India is even lower than that of water. Official figures
for 2011 show that 87 percent of the households in India have access to drinking water
and about 53 percent have access to sanitation (toilet facilities within the premises of
residence). Once again, it is the poor both in the rural and urban areas who lack access to
sanitation.

Sulabh, a non-government organisation, has been working for nearly five decades to
address the problems of sanitation facing low-caste, low-income people in India. It has
constructed more than 8,500 community toilet blocks and 1.5 million household toilets,
giving access to sanitation to 20 million people. The majority of the users of Sulabh
facilities are from the poor working class.

Sulabh enters into contracts with municipalities or other local authorities to construct
toilet blocks with government funds. Local authorities provide land and funds for setting
up the services, whereas maintenance costs are sometimes financed through user charges
(for example, 22 is charged for use of the latrines in the cities).

Next time you see a Sulabh toilet, you might want to find out yourself how it functions!

Do you think that lack of
access to proper sanitation
facilities affects peoples’
lives? How?

Why do you think that this
would impact women and
girls more acutely?
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The Census of India, 2001 puts rural household electrification at 44 per cent,
leaving around 78 million households still in the dark.

2001 F ST # AR 44 wfavm wdo w0 | faselt wdw g9 2
T HAed g% € % e 7 w3 80 e qfEw sft ot 3 A ¥
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Conclusion

Public facilities relate to our basic needs and the Indian
Constitution recognises the right to water, heath, education
etc as being a part of the Right to Life. Thus one of the
major roles of the government 1s to ensure adequate public
facilities for everyone.
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But, progress on this front has been far from satisfactory.

AR famo § Wi G G 36 %) e 3R 92 There is a shortage in supply and there are inequalities in
el & FEd el 3R TiE § a2 gfawsi #1 feaf distribution. Compared to the metros and large cities,
SR ft @Ua 8 Go= afeEl & gEEe et § gasi towns and \;'i.llagcs are undcr-pr.().vidcd. Compared to
2 feufa it %15 qEmE F Fe et F e A wealthy localities, the poorer localities are under-serviced.

. : H Handing over these facilities to private companies may not
g 23 ¥ 99N B e 9t 7@ 2 fEd oft g § = & : P P -
be the answer. Any solution needs to take account of the

'3‘5 ol 97 F TRAT qg"t | “\" S w6 < éﬁ important fact that every citizen of the country has a nght
R W # gﬁime’ﬂ F1 I 61 AEHR ¢ A I to these facilities which should be provided to her/him in
4 gfaumg FHarRE @0 9 faert =few an equitable manner.
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Exercises

1. Why do you think there are so few cases of private water supply in the world?

2. Do you think water in Chennai is available to and affordable by all? Discuss.

3. How is the sale of water by farmers to water dealers in Chennai affecting the local people? Do

you think local people can object to such exploitation of ground water? Can the government do
anything in this regard?

4. Why are most of the private hospitals and private schools located in major cities and not in
towns or rural areas?

5. Do you think the distribution of public facilities in our country is adequate and fair? Give an
example of your own to explain.
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6. Take some of the public facilities in your area, such as water, electricity, etc. Is there scope to
improve these? What in your opinion should be done? Complete the table.
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7. Are the above public facilities shared equally by all the people in your area? Elaborate.

8. Data on some of the public facilities are collected as part of the Census. Discuss with your
teacher when and how the Census is conducted.

9. Private educational institutions - schools, colleges, universities, technical and vocational training
institutes are coming up in our country in a big way. On the other hand, educational institutes run
by the government are becoming relatively less important. What do you think would be the
impact of this? Discuss.
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GLOSSARY

Sanitation: Provision of facilities for the safe disposal of human urine and faeces.
This is done by construction of toilets and pipes to carry the sewerage and
treatment of waste water. This is necessary so as to avoid contamination.

Company: A company is a form of business set up by people or by the government.
Those that are promoted and owned by individuals or groups are called private
companies. For example, Tata Steel is a private company whereas Indian Oil is a
company run by the government.

Universal access: Universal access is achieved when everyone has physical access
to a good and can also afford it. For instance, a tap connection at home will allow
physical access to water, and if the price of water is low or is provided free,
everyone will be able to afford it.

Basic needs: Primary requirements of food, water, shelter, sanitation, healthcare
and education necessary for survival.







