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Indian Constitution

T A | B9 Fedid & @ § AT 9 JE wa|
AYH § SRR Tl A 39 @l o a8 H 9& G BT In this chapter, we are going to begin with football, a
gl 3 gen s 31 fF =9 99 9 # 3T 8@ S glamed n;‘ar;z of you have tpr(t)rt‘).at?ly heardtgf,t or elven

T Y ; played. As the name suggests, this is a game that involves
%\’ - @aim - ; %\i 3 m@ ﬁ?q qg %.ﬁ the players' feet. According to the rules of football, if
TICTRTTR o STl S i f@fﬂgﬁ' R F AE H —"é = the ball touches the arm of any player (except the
FFdl R R faendt 1 dfe 1 # g I € A W goalkeeper), then this is considered a foul. So if players
F13d F1 Terd A Sl 81 Fed F1 Haod 98 € 16 3R start holding the football in their hands and passing it

around, then they are not playing football any more.
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e F1 Feaial T8 qE SO 36 @@ g W e oty |

Similarly other games, such as hockey or cricket, also

el % f g9 T fram 2 € 7 el 9 @a = have rules according to which they are played. Each of
gftsifad S 3R 3TeTT- 34T el o |r" Heh H | Heg these rules helps define the game, and helps us
faerdt 1 39 @dll #1 9@ 21 991 & &9 gayd fam distinguish one game from another. As these are
(Constitutive rules) 24 ¥ 32 ¥ 99 F1 TEY 79 fund?Tetqtal toI the ?atr:e, we cari.lz:lsc:hcall them the

. : constitutive rules of the game. Like these games, a
B % a\h S-S FASH & [ Toeh tl?ﬂ w,,%' ag society also has constitutivg rules that make i% what it
FHS | % ST-SeT WY T 619 @ §) el is and differentiate it from other kinds of societies. In
%1 AW Feufd & IRe a7 fFan s 21 ey 3o o e large societies in which different communities of people
geufa m9ar W fafiga =9 § o st 21 fog <as live together, these rules are formulated through
74 1y fem figer € 39 gfaym F@ s 2 consensus, and in modern countries this consensus is

usually available in written form. A written document
in which we find such rules is called a Constitution.

THE
CONSTITUTION
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FE 6 AR 7 H A FEF T ToHiad SaT w We have looked at the Indian Constitution in Classes VI
UEATEH] H B9 WRAE "@fauE W oFE w1 g% 8 and VIl in our Social and Political Life textbooks. Have
ferarel 1 TgH F1 F 97 Tae A9 it Ug1 gam you ever wondered why we need a Constitution or been
fF 29 dfaum #1 S&xa = =6l 87 = 394 g8 S curious about how the Constitution got written, or who
# FIfo9r F1 5 ofayus &9 fam T @ 39 B wrote it? In this chapter, we will discuss both these
foran o1? 39 o § 79 T qE W W= w6 e issues and also look at the key features of the Indian
AP %S " S Constitution. Each of these features is crucial to the
TR HfEaUE F1 g 96 W SE 1 F 9| 9 . S .
g B working of democracy in India and some of these will
AFaA o agd wEE € W gEw o fafe be the focus of different chapters in this book.

AAE ° 3H ° F9 aa ) favm Ir @ s




AT A1 o SRR 291 o 9T {9 SiaUE 21 AR W
gt AFdiAF 9 o aX § ST HI N GHA 2 fF 396
g dfaur FE 8 AfF 391 98 Hded T8 ¢ fF oA
29 % 99 319 qfauE B € 4 [t i 39 g el
ofaum #2 329dl F1 qfd F1a T TEeN, I§ T@ET 34
A F GoaG FIa ¢ e 3MUR W A 399 291 F
AT TH91 3R WO o IFIER ™ HHd &1 T SauE &
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Today most countries 1in the world have a Constitution.
While all democratic countries are likely to have a
Constitution, it 1s not necessary that all countries that have
a Constitution are democratic. The Constitution serves
several purposes. First, it lays out certain ideals that form
the basis of the kind of country that we as citizens aspire to
live in. Or, put another way, a Constitution tells us what
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Tard € fF eUR TuS #1 geyd WEY #7839 & i
AR W FF TYEE T@d &1 3T 41" HE 91d 99 Bl @
dferd S&d 98 fF 9 91 g8 W tH-3W ° "ewd @i

the fundamental nature of our society 1s. A country 1s
usually made up of different commumties of people who
share certain beliefs but may not necessarily agree on all

Hfaur fFaml =1 o e i 2 ot T 39 % H issues. A Constutution helps serve as a set of rules and
SN A9 39 T FGH HI UGfd o ®Y A9 GHd 81 39F principles that all persons in a country can agree upon as
w9 7 %ad 98 99 F ? f5 =R f5g a@ =1 Bt the basis of the way in which they want the country to be
afew 39 2=yl W ot v qeit 99w fasfaq $@ 2 foaa governed. This includes not only the type of government
TUI QX 29 | &N I A =i but also an agreement on certain ideals that they all believe

the country should uph()ld.
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farddt 291 =t wigam™ & &9 &= uSdar 87 ‘ ‘
— 1934 § 9 UG H1U9 7 fFmar 1946 9 Faa7 1949 F =
HfauE 991 & S &I I HI  G@AUHE B T Ead 90a & A
Yeelt AR SOt sy Afa § T HEYH #UE IR TR
et faem draet wwdr w1 P 150 W FT S g

< = = . Ao frafa 3R wfes 73 @
Wi FUCWhoR &1 A foen o wfaum |5w &

fovd 78 & 2 ST AT e 3 e o & 7
AR FHaa: fegaw 1946 § Ffaum Ter e F A § @ T
9 F1 TSA 0 TN UL 2 =g wm 1 vk 9 swm fEmn
X feu mu o3 A ofaum 991 ofaus 9w & 9 % an |
% TS I FI U A | A9 TH AR § 0 @)
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Nhy Does ¢ v Need : stitution? ' :
Why Does a Country Need a Constitution In 1934, the Indian National Congress made

the demand for a Constituent Assembly.

During the Second World War, this assertion
for an independent Constituent Assembly
formed only of Indians gained momentum
and this was convened in December 1946.
The photo on page 2 shows some members
of the Constituent Assembly.

Between December 1946 and November

1949, the Constituent Assembly drafted a
constitution for independent India. Free to
shape their destiny at last, after 150 years
of British rule, the members of the
Constituent Assembly approached this task
with the great idealism that the freedom
struggle had helped produce. You will read
more about the work of the Constituent

The photo alongside shows Prime Minister Assembly later in the chapter.
Jawaharlal Nehru addressing the The photo alongside shows Prime Minister
Constituent Assembly. Jawaharlal Nehru addressing the

Constituent Assembly.
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91l | Shdd o fau &2 sHaed 2@ W TxaEd v T gusha § s
T €1 1990 ¥ U T & A% wihas # Fwaa 3 -4 T T H
I T §% A€ AlFdiAF TG 2002 I faard 3 @ o dwaa & o =@
aF AF 12 Tl FH @ SRR 2002 %“W’“’bwmmi‘ﬁ“
. N S 8 s . e ol ARTEAHIE 3 T
i U I A A g
mmmmmmﬁm #1 e 3 anfaar ¥ 2006 § U0
H TR & 6= FW F1 T F60 U 33 g wog qwe w06 Tt gl
a1 IE F fEam wEd 2005 U A # W@ a9 1 A 349 921 2008
YA H AFER Y @ A9 24l ° o 4, 7oA F @A FE F A% AU
&t qEaT 2005 § wiSEEd 4 53 me'ﬁ

s 2006 ® @wad F A H A T
eifa® Ze % WY UEH 12 T qEEd "+ i it

femti § €

\\\
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The country of Nepal has witnessed several  The King then finally took over as the head of
people’s struggles for democracy. There was a government in February 2005. In November

people’s struggle in 1980 that established 2005, the Maoists joined other political parties
democracy that lasted for 12 years until to sign a 12-point agreement. This agreement
2002. In October 2002, King Gyanendra, signalled to the larger public an imminent return

citing the Maoist uprising in the countryside as tg democracy and peace. In 2006, this

his reason, began taking over different aspects peqple’s movement for democracy began

of the government with the army’s assistance. gaining immense force. It repeatedly refused
the small concessions that the King made and
finally in April 2006 the King restored the Third
Parliament and asked the political parties to

form a government. In 2008, Nepal became a
democracy after abolishing the monarchy. The
above photos show scenes from the people’s
movement for democracy in 20086.
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T a6l 1 91 Haod €, 98 99gE & fau R 9 faeg
- 3o gfifeafaal © R+ SH 92 WRG # SO
o X feod Jurel & aren 3fae F1 "e € 9HER 9E %
e § W A T @ H Fad T 2 fF A & @ A
e € H U Haf| SfauE $1 G 4 8 §ad 98 33491 ¢
fe 5 e o vee 9§ € d9faym a1 @ 39 Fu gfguE &t
e Fi UE1? THH FAV T ¢ F I 999 Ted a% AU
UF A A1 F@l TS F1 ST o1 1990 | a1 A9l

E!

Let us try and understand what we mean by this through two
contrasting situations in the recent history of Nepal, a country
that borders India on the north. Until recently, Nepal was a
monarchy. The previous Constitution of Nepal, which had been
adopted in 1990, reflected the fact that the final authority rested
with the King. A people’s movement in Nepal fought for several
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fosen afaus =9 foagia w smufE o & os =71 o= decades to establish democracy and in 2006 they finally
Ol TS & U @I A9 & A e g9 9 elhad i succeeded 1n putting an end to the powers of the King. The
91 & fau S & 99 3 W 9l 3HE EEY e people had to write a new Constitution to establish Nepal as a
HolEa®y 2006 H AfE@@ER 32 T H1 991 H @H FEH ° democracy. The reason that they did not want to continue with
FEmEl e T FUE & @M dldd o T W 9 9ed the previous Constitution is because it did not reflect the ideals
9 3R TF fau 3% wF F qfaym =ifee om 3 foga of the country that they want Nepal to be, and that they have
A 1 gEfere TE ST =Ted 9 i S99 o Ry T fought for.

9 S 9 9 o forw 9ed 9 @R SR faw 3 @i=gd © 4




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

99 T Feaid & @a U 1 aged & @a 95a S T 34 As 1n the game of football, in which a change in the constitutive
@ U F f TG F T AFAiEF IET AT T rules will change the game altogether, Nepal, by moving from a
T & FRO A9 GR FE9 95ed 21 9 T T 9E #1 mona.rch._\' to a dcpu YCratic g« vernment, needs to chan.gn.' all 1ts
T F S T T8 F & 9 % S 3 2015 § e constitutive rules in order to usher in a new society. This 1s why,

the people of Nepal adopted a new Constitution for the country
in 2015. The caption alongside elaborates Nepal’s struggle for
democracy.

291 & fou v =1 wfaum 3o 3w & fa3 & 9y fu
MU 391 § Siiehad o fau A9iel o G99 & 9 § Fardl T4 2
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TfagH 1 30 q&F 3599 el § <9 I UoHifas Hae
®I T HE A9 & [ GfauE d F@ T o1 fF W F
YEA F1 9GS TS 3R wmfeg & w1y § w59 g
3 SrwditF A YGid A 7 wEe) g € a@el i wiee
& fa9 7@ 1 § wfaum a9ga e gfts s+ 2

The second important purpose of a Constitution 1s to define

the nature of a country’s political system. For example, Nepal’s
carhier Constitution stated that the country was to be ruled by
the King and his council of ministers. In countries that have
adopted a democratic form of government or polity, the
Constitution plays a crucial role 1n laying out certain important
gutdelines that govern decision-making within these societies.
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A Toreres o wra == fa; Discuss with your teacher what
HAYd ( Constitutive ) 915 | 319 you understand by the term
T AU &7 3709 TTHd o Sra= ‘constitutive’. Provide one

& YN UT geyd aw &1 s ‘ example of ‘constitutive rules’
IITETOT 2 from your everyday life.

Why did the people of Nepal

want a new Constitution?

el 9i?
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wArFad § B9 39 a1 G3 A ¢ A gE AR ¥ 9 T

In a democracy, we choose our leaders so that they can exercise

el o @y w3 goh | R it 39 9@ it F9E power responsibly on our behalf. However, there 1s always the
T @A & R A T T H GETEN F GHG 81 3 e H possibility that these leaders might misuse their authority and
faefoai @ == &1 Su™ GfayuA § facar 81 asHae gr | the Constitution usually provides safeguards aganst this. This
&+ 9 gsqvﬂ'r[ o S o 919 9T 37 8 9T 2 IO T mususe of authority can result in gross injustice as demonstrated

e A & e feeme-ug | @ o §da € - in the classroom situation below:
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T AT FHe FH A 1 TR A e el 79 & Sed W,
AEF 2| IHF WSl Wi IH YEE TEl F|
F Fr . Fimdl 19 F9EE W 9 At
T A €| A€ W F T4 g=di F gqa . >
@ % fou ae F wel S #) g e i s bl .
1421 33T € AR AT F1 a1 FH T 2 e ol .
i 7 T
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A ?.
S

2

-
- -
-

-,;; w\:\s’i&&~

AITE




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

Anil, you will have to
stay back after school
today and write ‘| will
not disobey the class
monitor’ a 100 times.

Suresh is the class monitor. He is a When Mrs Rao returns to the class ...
bully. His classmates are not too fond
of him. Mrs Rao, the class teacher, has
to leave the classroom on some urgent
work. She asks Suresh to mind the class. Ma'am, while you were away,
Suresh starts picking on Anil. TVS. XS SHIRY. ey 40

disturbing the class. He would
not listen to me.

Anil, today | am goingh

report you to Mrs Rao.

But what have | donc? | \%],

\g
‘ﬁ A
“-‘a/‘,fs* et

But ... Ma'am ... |
did not do anything!

¥

> At
Qkﬂ ‘

e
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Sl GHS | 9 HfauE & 1 a9 In democratic societies, the Constitution often lays down
F ¢ o g0 oot & 21l 991 o 39 rules that guard against this misuse of authority by our
TEEN F UH I GHA 21 GRAT GEEME o political l_cadcrs. IQ the case of the I.ndia.n Constitution,
U9 9gd R HEA HifeE AR G @ve o about which you will rgad more later n this chaptcr, many
few ma #1 T8 T v o1 £ O of these laws are contained in the section on Fundamental

Rights. You read about how the Indian Constitution
guarantees the right to equality to all persons and says that

291 & 99 SAfFaEl &1 GEEA F1 AHFR 1 2

T FfawH wed & 6 o, T, Sifq, el no citizen can be discriminated against on grounds of
AR ST o R W39 % R off A religion, race, caste, gender, and place of birth. The Right
& WY 9Z9E Tl fFa S gFan W UER to Equality is one of the Fundamental Rights guaranteed
qOEdl 1 fyUsR 9rdg gfaus o e T by the Indian Constitution.

U Hifes AfUFR 2
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1. WiHreT 3TaAt vifaa &1 foee @ gHuam &
8T &7

2, ¥t &t 73 form uftfeafa & 9t &1 o1t v &
FHUANT ST Il Sl ATT-

(%) 99 9% B9 dhATah! &HIUT | 3794

2

(@) 9& 9% 3791 USTEl sl 37U Graahiaal |
fuzam & auat 21 €;

(1) 9 9% 9 | WA &eh qierd srfaeRtia
& TaemF U, 313,317, I 7 &t S|

1. In what way is the class monitor
misusing his power?

2. In which of the following situations
IS @ minister misusing his power:

a) refuses to sanction a project of his
ministry for sound technical reasons;
b) threatens to send his security staff
' to rough up his neighbour;

. ¢) calls up the police station asking
them not to register a complaint that
. is likely to be filed against his relative.
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IuTta farawmar-uz o wi &M

. . p— Aihda | WiaHH F1 UF FeqUl FM 98 e ¢ 6 H
fer Ty et | A SreTHE T ot drehaat 99g &l 9 T F9 dhaal 99 a1 A 6

- faes 1ot a1 3R 7 F: A Re e faaw-ug

o —————— Y Fefl & I H UH S F R W 3H 96| H

N AT W T A % e s £ w % o B eped

U T 2

TH e % AR TIe aihdltah qasi | ot 9ey @l
Tl ¢ o srouders] #1 gedfd 781 et 3R 39
THEM Bl &1 99 fF 39 fassu-ug ¥ war Jed €,
9gUd H1 v F1 Gau e g § 94 W@l 2
gfayum | R T w9 39 9@ #1 @ge @ S
2 fF srcodersi %1 fad UE Hiw 9 afaq 7 e s
W SEgEEAE & U WH €Y 9 3969 81 SeqEEaE
W agEEIH| &1 29 gy A1 qagd W yfaay o
GauE 1 Hewyul ®@ 81 98 TEa U GHIE 5
T GEE & FW 9 @ gea ¢ T dA-amEtas
(Inter-community) 9@ Fed g, I 5 = &
TREE & i F9 @ H * a1 FHd 2,
FaWMETF (Intra-community) 9% Fgd 2|




The games period is about to begin.

Lets play Dadketoal
loday for & change!

Who is in @ minority in the
above storyboard? In what way
Is this minority being
dominated by the decision
taken by the majority?

We sways hawve td
go what the bhoys
want because they
t & mayonty

The teacher decides to settie the
protlem with a show of hands Otriously! There are

more boys in the class

another way to make
decsions, 5o that our
wishes are also heard
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Another important function that a Constitution plays in a
democracy 1s to ensure that a dominant group does not use
its power against other, less powerful people or groups. The
storyboard below demonstrates one such situation in the
classroom.

Such unhealthy situations can occur in democratic
societies too, where a majority can continuously
enforce decisions that exclude minorities and go
against their interests. As the above storyboard
illustrates, every society 1s prone to this tyranny of
the majonty. The Constitution usually contains rules
that ensure that minorities are not excluded from
anything that 1s routinely available to the majority.
Another reason why we have a Constitution 1s
precisely to prevent this tyranny or domination by
the majority of a minority. This can refer to one
community dominating another, 1.e. inter-community
domination, or members of one community
dominating others within the same community, 1e.
intra-community domination.
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HfauH #4i g1 AfeT — 39 9T FEEgel SR 98 € fF e shied sionifeant 1 i 2 Constitut
. , e third significant reason why we need a Constitution
TH GE 1 AT A9 F 99 Wbl T 96 GAH H S IS4 .
ﬂlg; 3 7 % FF % 4w 7 e R W 1s to save us from ourselves. This may sound strange but
e T T i E T : il & R what 1s meant by this 1s that we might at times feel strongly
o o wwd & o o & ot F e about an 1ssue that might go against our larger interests
1 e ;% fom A & Fee-Tg # A and the Constitution helps us guard against this. Look at

the storyboard below to understand this better:
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v 3 | 71 39 F9 7@ w0 2

w1 & Yiw & fou g9 9 s wd #
daf e T8 999 a1 90 w6E Ad. sy &
™ %1 A 18 24 fan 98 ™ gwd W Im A
o we € A H A 2 sy T wg w3
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Shabnam is in a fix. She has a decision to make.

| have two chapters left to revise for
tomorrow's test. But it's time for my favourite

TV programme. I'm dying to watch it. But if | do
that, | won’t have time to finish my revision.

Shabnam, why
are you looking

: | want to
s0 worried?

watch this
TV programme
but | have a
test tomorrow.
If you all
watch 1V, |
will also
want to
watch. | have
an idea.
What if no
one watches
TV tonight?

| Then | may
not be

\.‘ cmptcd.
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HfayH a9 T8 Had o1 9 9t I ¢ T 39 @2 fagia

F1 39 Y29 Tl ¢ fod 2w smeen @A 81 3[R & 9N Similarly, the Constitution helps to protect us against
W 2 G&dl & T eiddd & 96 9 A9 i e certain decistons that we might take that could have an
¥ Tegd FH ol T TenTd TeEita A ol uifafesd agd ad\fcrsc -cffcc‘t on the larg.cr. princi.plcs that the country
fagpa &1 g1 2 zafem s == i 7o FH & fere fmd believes 1n. For example, 1t 1s possible that many people

who live in a democracy might come to strongly feel that
party politics has become so acrimonious that we need a

AR 1 € YA WY E SfEu A Wie e @ S
IfeU| 38 W& § 98 FT @ 9891 39 91 I HeqgH el
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1 g fF @4 R F aEE wrEA @ 39 a9 fedl strong dictator to set this right. Swept by this emotion, -
TE9-T89 FL M TH (=31 [iauH 39 F1 AR G&= they may not realise that in the long run, dictatorial rule
1 3W & & IR TG 2| IE U WEHE H @ goes against all their interests. A good Constitution does
q Yoted 7@ sa fomer sfte amft i sifusrd &1 smvarA not allow these whims to change its basic structure. It does
el & 3R 3991 Sdad1 #1 &1 g2t 2 not allow for the easy overthrow of provisions that

guarantee rights of citizens and protect their freedom.

g 99 § A gy W fF gfaum e ot aeataes

Tarst | faft wewgl gfas fam Zl From the above discussion, you will understand that the
Constitution plays a very important role in democratic
societies.
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It's a good thing | did not
watch TV. There are so many
questions from the last two
chapters.

w= g M w@ Zeitaea
T T 37 sfad @ s
4§ w4 g1 gaE s #)

Why was Shabnam happy that
she had not watched TV? What
would you have done in a

- T similar situation?
vIag 39 T U 4 99T # T8l §

o 319 9T FHIA?
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arEu o frefafe ssen 9 92 goya fFml 9 afas #1 9% 399 9fe 39 99 #i el fF At
Turst § GfauM ot gewgel gftw F46 fuma 8-

ECitaL] geygd fram

IUA § Awdd F U 96 AReE $1 9%ad 3 U4 Ay ¢ e ua 9o © fF oww e o #
& 9% 981 % @l A U 791 a9 I FaEd § @A 9'd 2

[ A HeUE! Afe 1 da9e T
F W@ 2

wefFal F anEeaid oA F1 HiE T8l He
HifF ITH! F&1 F TSH H & G 2

&9 | 2al @9 H 99F A9 ASAE Hi
2T F1 Hgen e

ATZU 376 GRAIE Wfa9UH & F9 &A AAME F1 AT HL
fraai #1 &9 fF9 @@ TBW @ 2
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Let us recap the reasons why the Constitution plays an important role in democratic societies by
recalling the constitutive rules that you have read about through these examples:

Example Constitutive Rules
The people of Nepal adopted a new It lays down ideals that define the kind of
Constitution after the success of the country that we want to live in.

people's movement for democracy.

Suresh, the class monitor wrongly picks on
Anil, his classmate.

The girls do not get to play basketball
because the boys are a majority in class.

Shabnam decides to revise her chapters
instead of watching TV.

Now let us try and understand the ways in which the above
points get translated into certain ideals and rules by
studying some key features of the Indian Constitution.




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

There was an extraordinary sense of unity

1 UH TS 9o i1 At amongst the members of the Constituent

Hfau™ & TH-TF WEUH W SHEA | Assembly. Each of the provisions of the future
91 g% AR 9 & geafa fawfaa constitution was discussed in great detail and
FE & IR ° T O 3NE 5 there was a sincere effort to compromise and

: reach an agreement through consensus. The
& WA W R FedwE e above photo shows Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 2
3@ ® S HfauE 99 % 0 prominent member of the Constituent Assembly.

HEE@YY HEe 9|
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WA \iaa : q&T ST The Indian Constitution: Key Features

el WS T AM-AM TS T AT F b GO By the beginning of the twentieth century, the Indian
B g1 o1 EaAdl §UY o JNE URAedl 4 39 96| W nattonal movement had been active in the struggle for
#1%1 foaar v on 5 @aa ara f&9 @@ =1 2 =feu) independence from British rule for several decades. During

fafewr wmm & 3favia 3= fo= faael =1 9= 9= a1 & the freedom struggle the nationalists had devoted a great
I%H Gg & a9 afEfes 9 & o9 SE deal of time to imagining and planning what a free India

W A A % G T S W &1 e o1 fF =S would be like. Under the British, they had been forced to
obey rules that they had had very little role in making.
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KA F UF AFAEE 29 B e 398 yow A | | Lhe long experience of authoritarian rule under the colonial
F WAM WA ST AR Gt F WER § fewied & state convinced Indians that free India should be a
HAfYFR B 29 91 98 99 1 A1 % 9ra ° awaits democracy in which everyone should be treated equally
&R 1 734 4 fFa1 U 311 395 FHEE & 99 71 and be allowed to participate in government. What
gl g8 F9 fFdt s et o 99 1 @ an THY o remained to be done then was to work out the ways in
300 & A AreE g S 1946 § nfeq s T G@fayE g which a democratic government would be set up 1n India
& I 9| gret gfaus & foin & fau sme 39 e 9 and the rules that would determine its functioning. This
HfaaE g F1 43 el @il was done not by one person but by a group of around 300

people who became members of the Constituent Assembly
in 1946 and who met periodically for the next three years
to write India’s Constitution.
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HfauM 99 & 3 TS & 9A UH g1 fasgi ot g6R These members of the Constituent Assembly had a huge
SV H 3 U 9| 31 A A 99 U off, 7 U uH o task before them. The country was made up of several
AR 7 € UF G Gepfa ot 99 off sa wfaue fomn s @ different communities who spoke different languages,
o, 39 I TAR 39 WA IUA-YUe ¥ TR W A1 9Ra belonged to different .rcli.gi(ms, and'had d.istinct cu.lturcs.
A NfFEE F1 F2EN F 99 @ TH 91 FD Srria z’\l.ﬁn, when the ( qustntutxon was bung wntth,- India was
T FT W oA ST wfgS = A, 3 R S going through considerable turmoil. The partiton of the

country into India and Pakistan was imminent, some of
the Princely States remained undecided about their future,
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ST i TS -anfds frafa wams off gfaus 9w =

and the socto-economic condition of the vast mass of people

Tl % W 4 /R OGR A1 Wi 3% o 36 ufaertas appeared dismal. All of these 1ssues played on the minds of
fae 1 FETgh A T FA AR 39 F TF T FHeqie the members of the Constituent f\sscrﬁbly as they drafted
zEEs fean foad o uawar &1 39 wEd gu fafasa EZ the Constitution. They rose to the occasion and gave this
yfd Teu T fr@E @ #1 SR W sEe 9r fEe country a visionary document that reflects a respect for
Igd mfes-anfds guRl & 9ftt e 39eE 3R maintaining diversity while preserving national unity. The
SHYfafATe o 999 9 a1 i Hew™qul giHe W FHT SR final document also reflects their concern for eradicating
fear T 2 poverty through socio-economic reforms as well as

emphasising the crucial role the people can play in choosing
their representatives.
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9191 Hed Bl ESH H YRAd

SfEuT F1 59F FE @ 2 Baba Saheb Dr Ambedkar is known as the

N Wy Father of the Indian Constitution.
aﬁm i el S A Dr Ambedkar believed that his participation
f‘ Y i — in the Constituent Assembly helped the

Scheduled Castes get some safeguards in

" g8 e e fied 2 the draft constitution. But he also stated
clfF SEH 7@ T A E T aitnough the laws might exist,

&l Tﬂ:f' 1 7q 3} A+t ‘ﬁ SECUE Scheduled Castes still had reason to fear
m m T @ W"’_‘ﬁ FH T '~ because the administration of these laws
A A1 FEeE (Fav feg were in the hands of ‘caste Hindu officers’.
s’ & #1edi § & 21 gEfe " He, therefore, urged Scheduled Castes to
32 SAIgfaa sfadi 9 smeam ~join the government as well as the civil
fFn fF S T@FR & @@ A% | services.

garsi | f 9g-"eH iHa @i
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3 & fexdl § 9 Sfaum & &9 7= A F1 Sood Listed below are the key features of the Indian Constitution.
foFan T 21 3 =i =1 ved gu fafavan, e, gmfses- et While reading these, keep in mind the above-mentioned
YR 3R yfaffae 9 Hafud s9iea fHasi #1 AR == concerns of diversity, unity, socio-economic reform and
H fau 54 39 TaEs &1 faed 9 931 ©® 91 36 993H representation that the authors of this document were
F1 FIY Fifew foF 3= @dd 9RG F1 UH VfF9med gr.appling with. Try and undcrstam.l the ways in wbich they
FFAITF GO T % 3299 F T FH F Y 37 faae tried to bz.tlan(.:c these concerns \?’lth their commitment to
#1 59 a@ o transforming independent India into a strong, democratic

society.
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1. 99a1E ( Federalism )- 3951 Hdeid 2 <91 § U& 9 1. Federalism: This refers to the existence of more than
R T H @R F1 B AR 2V § Ued T 9T A one level of government in the country. In India, we have
TEE ¥ 3 7 T W 9 vEEd U9 SrEe e #5 governments at the state level and at the centre. Panchayati
ey =R 2 o A d o w6 g 9% ¥ w7 H Raj 1s the third tier of government and you have read about

this 1n your Class VI book. We looked at the functioning
of the state government in your Class VII book and this
year we will read more about the central government.

foraea § 399 U590 SR o FHES & 2@ 91l 39 9
T g THR & T1 § TR TR
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A H a4 IR I H1 3ufeafd 1 Hien vaea 92 o1 fF |

Tel WA H1 UH U Haweqn fawfga e e foad
ot faeett W 43 qE W W@ & @ W & FEA T o
| T Widig W1 W 97 GRS gAYl &1 T3 dife
Tl o fedmE 4 a1em ae ot fow <1 99 wRa & g4t
T4 1 F9 J8 W F9d o1 F1 @Ea AfFR 1 I8
e o gardl W 9 T & e SR g 991U Y
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The vast number of communities in India meant that a system
of government needed to be devised that did not involve only
persons sitting 1n the capital city of New Delhi and making
decisions for everyone. Instead, it was important to have
another level of government in the states so that decisions
could be made for that particular area. While each state 1n
India enjoys autonomy 1n exercising powers on certain 1ssues,
subjects of national concern require that all of these states
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FTA 1 A ISl 2| FHEAT F1 Tal & fo gfaue o
F9 gfadl &t 1 & o a9 T ? R R 9w oW
TR fH qe@ W FTF 91 Ghdl 71 395 @y qfaym 78
ft T w1 2 fF v T F TSR A w6 fau 9

follow the laws of the central government. The Constitution
contains lists that detail the 1ssues that cach tier of
government can make laws on. In additton, the Constitution
also specifies where each tier of government can get the

F1 ¥0W el A FAFA ¢ GHER F Al T A money from for the work that it does. Under federalism,
FA TEHR & mﬂ Tl m'ﬁ i ‘qﬁuﬁ q m the states are not merely agents of the federal government
a3 AfreRr e 81 9 & |t dm o wdwd w5 but draw their authonty from the Constitution as well. All
TR BRI A T FH SR A F st o| g persons in India are governed by laws and policies made by

each of these levels of government.
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Sa gfay 991 7 geEdfas 99
HatysR o fagid &1 @igkfd a1
Y & U Ueh AR A Fe1 a1 &
ITEA &1 Ghoral § e S F
oa% 3R 39 favam w smafa 2 5
95 HAlusR & SARY SArhdiaes
ER FI T FART AT T2
Y EH & FI@LH, S TR,
gfawn iR dew Sea feafa =
greqred 2"

=, S, 1966, 7 3feg7

FI2IZIVA : FIELA 3F T 797,
FeA U9, AFEHE

When the Constituent Assembly adopted the
principle of universal adult franchise, Shri A.K.
Ayyar, a member, remarked that this was done
“with an abundant faith in the common man
and the ultimate success of democratic rule,
and in the full belief that the introduction of
democratic government on the basis of adult
suffrage will bring enlightenment and promote
the well-being, the standard of life, the
comfort, and the decent living of the common

man .

Austin, G. 1966. 7he Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a
Nation. Clarendon Press, Oxford.
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2, HHE YITHA Uegfa- SehR o 94 Wl 92 gfaffear = 2. Parliamentary Form of Government: The different tiers
A T g% Hd &1 Fe 7 F fHaE & I W Fiar H of government that you just read about consist of
Fert § T oft St A Sen % fau #war § @Et 1 W representatives who are elected by the people. Your Class
&1 GfauE 3194 9 99%F anaR] i 92 2 &1 IHER VII book began with the story of Kanta who

MBI G A S TR e dEMA S S ® 9 was standing in line to vote during an election. The
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4= fa3 9 zoian T # fF @ s
a2 M & fau %ar 9 @z 2

The photo below shows people standing in line
to cast their votes.
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@ 3% o fF waad g9 3 9RdE SEa S 99 Constitution of India guarantees universal adult suffrage
AR &1 W4 3 & arg 591 7 21 3% favam o for all citizens. When they were making the Constitution,
ff 399 7 Faa AFaitas G 9 dR-adsl w1 A the members of the Constituent Assembly felt that the
foerm, afes wnfa, = 3R sia-wd & W W amufa freedom struggle had prepared the masses for universal adult
F9-A9 HI Afgdl H f A= W TR ¢ AEGTE suffrage and that this would help encourage a democratic

mindset and break the clutches of traditional caste, class
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wafusR 1 HaeE & o o wfafafei & T A dw s || g gender hierarchies. This means that the people of India

qut a1 Hre CIED et 81 39k STeTal B Al g have a direct role in electing their representatives. Also,
TAE O S GFhal € 98 STH! AMifeE gy Er o every citizen of the country, irrespective of his/her social

i 9 8 3 yfafafy 7 & vfa Jaese 26 &) awdtes background, can also contest in elections. These
Fravsfa °§ gfafafaa =i HEwqol gl 2. %9% ai § 39 representatives are accountable to the people. You will read
TH T I gHd I o 3T fa=r 9 e more about why representation 1s crucial to democratic

functioning 1in Unit 2 of this book.
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3, yrfaaal T SCaRT- GOy & SIIUR TR o dHF
31 & — faunfaet, sefufees iR =maafasn faunfam o
gur fraifaa wfafafa g 81 sEwfas @ o &1 998
g S STl 1 AN HE AR IMEA TAH H1 FH I@d B

3. Separation of Powers: According to the Constitution, there
are three organs of government. These are the legislature, the
executtve and the judiciary. The legislature refers to our elected
representatives. The executive 1s a smaller group of people who
are responsible for implementing laws and running the
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Il F1 FGE B AEAFT FE A € faaE 9 |

H Y 3 TKF B IHhE 3 H UGN GHR Hi fedr o
Il B0 Tl o FEIAN Hi Uk o fag grasm fwan m=n
2 f& @ odft o & wfedl - | e
vifedal & 39 dean & YR W YAF 31 T HT W
SV TEA € 3R 3W qE A M o ar" gel FH Ho
a1 TEal 2

government. The judiciary, of which you will read more in Unit
3 of this book, refers to the system of courts in this country. In
order to prevent the misuse of power by any one branch of
government, the Constitution says that each of these organs
should exercise different powers. Through this, each organ acts
as a check on the other organs of government and this ensures
the balance of power between all three.
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Hfayu 991 & 95 &1 99 o1 f&

T AT . Members of the Constituent Assembly
wel T q\,a A feared that the executive might become too
fo faunfae = gﬁ AT It strong and ignore its responsibility to the
I9&T F HI I 3H AR Hl AH legislature. The Assembly, therefore,

H TEd g 99 7 UH FT EYE Fl included a number of provisions in the
dfaur 4 wnfye fean fmer sfin Constitution to Iimit. and control the action
s a1 smere orer o e taken by the executive branch of

government as a whole.

et FRARdl *1 difgd R fafta
fman < 9eh |




T A | T U &1 S S R e 2
I TE, THF1 Haod 59 SFR 9 T 2 949 76 T’
I F T F ¢ ol 89 39 ‘wwr’ ¥ fu= g o
od #1 ‘TR’ F e g @ w9 SR an
FI A FE & AU TER g9 G 2 W T
uF UH aorifae qen e g S fafvee qum F w9
Ty @ 1 wfaffae w3 21 39 MR W B 9N
T, A T 377 H1 a5 T GFd &1 9T TF F
TF AFAaE GEFR 81 TR (I FEfas) 9 F
U fewm el 21 359 F1 Waed SR 9 FE A6 A0S
B 2| 38 WER & WE W TG T8l Fa S g

310+ Toreres & |1y ==l &Y o ™
3T QIHIT oF &<l o7 ek giar 21
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The word 'State’ is often used in this chapter. This does
NOT refer to state governments. Rather when we use
State, we are trying to distinguish it from ‘government.
‘Government’ is responsible for administering and
enforcing laws. The government can change with
elections. The State on the other hand refers to a
political institution that represents a sovereign people
who occupy a definite territory. We can, thus, speak of
the Indian State, the Nepali State etc. The Indian State
has a democratic form of government. The government (or
the executive) is one part of the State. The State refers to
more than just the government and cannot be used
interchangeably with it.

Discuss the difference between
State and Government with
your teacher.
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4. wifereh siferah- ﬁm HAEHT el T Fr zﬁ'aum 4. Fundamental Rights: The section on Fundamental
H1 ' S’ i FEe ¢ St e | TeareE 5 Rights has often been referred to as the ‘conscience’ of the
feam & 5 & wfa w1 W& T = e e gEife Indian Constitution. Colonial rule had created
Tzt =red o o w@d 9Rd o TF H1 991 & I 9 a certain suspicion of the State in the minds of
a91 & fou 9 fafaa sfusr a7 =ifew) foemn Aifas the nationalists and they wanted to ensure that a set
AfRR 29 & G AR H T H G9 & G0 SR of written rights would guard against the misuse of State
gy ue @ 999 €1 39 e qfauE T 3R 39 power in independent India. Fundamental Rights,

=faadl & 9uy ATl & AMFHR F1 &1 F@1 2 therefore, protect citizens against the arbitrar
and absolute exercise of power by the State. The

[K 9 Constitution, thus, guarantees the rights of individuals

against the State as well as against other individuals.




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

: D A 2. T & atwwn | f-22 3,0
frerii o | 9 stfaaEn- «lg’*":“ e S 22?’
F T H Gt A GHA___ 9H 1 e, 39 % @ ot wfEem F @ T @ fe arfifw o

T
%’lmw%ﬁiamwﬁm-aﬁﬁnmmﬁé qTaTE, Gl ACIEEIH G AT
off STaEE, U9 A FRER FE F GEHi F1 @0 AR fawEm F fa

imb“an W!E;ITW;‘TH FAfur e 21 4T3 Ao T @i

B Tl 3, ViUt & faeg srfen + 3L
T # f o, snfq @ fom & ki R & < —
. "W{I.' il <t TR = \m 14 99 NFH 3T F e Fi o ® o T
qeuE Tl fFar T gwd @A F i o T 3 R SOS RO e sfuER #
ﬂm&awmﬁm 4, afites @ dfrpR < Ioeled g € A 39 AHER

WA T A &) e mﬁﬁmmwﬂmémazmﬁmm%l
@) A T %1 woiE =R B A b
T=01 &1 ¥4 AU, SHH &/

T fwdl & - T

TIR-99R F F1 AHFR 2







The Fundamental Rights in
the Indian Constitution
include:

1. Right to Equality: All persons are
equal before the law. This means
that all persons shall be equally
protected by the laws of the country.
It also states that no citizen can be
discriminated against on the basis of
their religion, caste or sex. Every
person has access to all public places
including playgrounds, hotels, shops
etc. The State cannot discriminate
against anyone in matters of
employment. But there are
exceptions to this that you will read
about later in this book. The practice
of untouchability has also been
abolished.

2. Right to Freedom: This includes
the right to freedom of speech and
expression, the right to form
associations, the right to move freely
and reside in any part of the country,
and the right to practise any
profession, occupation or business.
3. Right against Exploitation: The
Constitution prohibits human
trafficking, forced labour, and
employment of children under 14
years of age.

4. Right to Freedom of Religion:
Religious freedom is provided to all
citizens. Every person has the right
to practise, profess and propagate
the religion of their choice.
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5. Cultural and Educational Rights:
The Constitution states that all
minorities, religious or linguistic, can
set up their own educational
institutions in order to preserve and
develop their own culture.

6. Right to Constitutional Remedies:
This allows citizens to move the
court if they believe that any of their
Fundamental Rights have been
violated by the State.
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fafa= scvgers TqEE f 9red o f& dfaum 4 " Moreover, the various minority communities also expressed
st =1 e fear s s 396 e Wi & H the need for the Constitution to include rights that would
Toh | Fora®yq dgaeah! U SoquETh! o AR i &M protect their groups. The Constitution, therefore, also
&1 AWEgA | g9faum o fean w21 3 gifas s guarantees the nghts of minorties against the majority. As
& 91 °§ T IEeH A FE o F T I8 329 B Dr Ambedkar has said about these Fundamental Rights, their
e, Bl A vt feufq o @ fF a9 39 sfven &+ object 1s two-fold. The first objective 1s that every citizen must
foru rEeM FT T 3R TEA, ¥ AUFR & I T R be 1n a position to claim those rights. And secondly, these rights

Ty o fou aresr B 9 F1A a9 #1 sifusr fza must be binding upon every authority that has got the power
T 2 to make laws.
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Hifereh il & el TR W@fauE § Tk @e Hifd- In addition to Fundamental Rights, the Constitution also has a
fres awi #1 @t 8 WU 79 % §IE 3w we section called Directive Principles of State Policy. This section
TfeT SigT o difeh SR e WrEifee J SfeiE U @ was designed by the members of the Constituent Assembly to
S Feb| 9 9Rd ¥ o Wad 9RAE T SHa1 1 e ensure greater social and economic reforms, and to serve as a
T drel FAT AR Aol S g T fagial Fi a5 guide to the independent Indian State to institute laws and
9 H U A9H HHA @ policies that help reduce the poverty of the masses.
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Frafafas aftfafaa & @ @ difere sifasd & Sco aT w8 -
—  afg 13 9e &1 Uk Toall SIeid o h@ ¥ qagil iar 8|

~ gfg fadt T &1 @13 4T ST TR o @ sl 3799 99 § i
& | Taha g

— gfg fordt SaYE &l TSR H 967 UIsaq &l het @it ol
arufa &t <t At 2

— gfg ST QYT Jell 4 hrava foedr srfaesrdt =t gafeau va=fa
&I & TE1 & Fifeh a8 faart wigen g
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Which Fundamental Rights will the following situations
violate:

- If a 13-year old child is working in a factory manufacturing
carpets.

- If a politician in one state decides to not allow labourers
from other states to work in his state.

- If a group of people are not given permission to open a
Telugu-medium school in Kerala.

- If the government decides not to promote an officer of the
armed forces for being a woman.
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I d H 24 A 1950 1
Afgum g1 & fafy= 9= 319
afEd 9% 4 Gfaum 1 06 9fd ®
TEE T R 21 999 FW T oo
T YUEHEAT a8 dd 8% s @d Hil
® ¢ T fo= o Hfaum a9 &
Aeel N, T w9E 21 g9y e
faa 4 <@ 9 9@ 9 § 3 @ feard
ét%'{?:aﬂm%ﬂmm,@m
= WAl 81, S qers, fag 93
TER Feaiq4E Yoo, SUNLHHT 9o
3% U9 4 Srsitad U9, 99 93l
gz 2
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The above photos show various members of the
Constituent Assembly signing a copy of the
Constitution at its final session on 24 January
1950. The first photo (from top) shows Prime
Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru signing. The
second photo is of Dr Rajendra Prasad,
President of the Constituent Assembly. The last
photo shows the following persons (from right
to left): Shn Jairamdas Daulatram, Minister for
Food and Agriculture; Rajkumari Amrit Kaur,
Health Minister; Dr John Mathai, Finance
Minister; Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Deputy
Prime Minister and behind him Shri Jagjivan
Ram, Labour Minister.
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75/ erifuerar o 59 9% Bl & foad 9 aifagd )
w9 9 fedr o ﬁnﬁn@&mﬁmﬁiﬁu

maﬁﬁmmawmﬁaﬁtﬁw@qéﬁl
5. Secularism{A secular state is one in which the state does)

not officially promote any one religion as the state religion.

We will read more about this in the following chapter.




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

FF 39 3 919 B GHIH o B TR FwE-FE 9 H:
i 9% 79 +X =1 2 T 2w %1 faym e e sfayme
39 AT F T FH W UH Aew@qui i a2 5
B9 399 29 3R 379 gfafafaal & S SR @ 9= 2
fo T Fedial & 99 95ed € @a 95a oA €, SH a@
fo7 2w & wfayA § 9 95aE 31 9| 8 9@l 39
gt @Ey «dt a5 S 21 79 A9 § 98 <@ 95 | 98l
Ahdd 99 H1 5%d o 919 & Ush U Gfau= &1 9%

ot 921 & T o

You now understand the ways in which a country’s history
often determines the kind of Constitution that a country
adopts for itself. The Constitution plays a crucial role in laying
out the ideals that we would like all citizens of the country to
adhere to, including the representatives that we elect to rule
us. Just like 1n the game of football, a change of constitutive
rules will affect the game. Indian Constitution has been
amended over the years to reflect new concerns of the polity.
Often a major change in the Constitution means a change in
the fundamental nature of the country. We saw this in the case
of Nepal and how it needed to adopt a new
Constitution after it became a democracy.
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FR THA ARG dfayuE & 59 s &1 fas The different features of the Indian Constitution
fFa % 9 2% ar FHr Afea @ @ € R 3= outlined above, involve complicated ideas that are
g ¥ gfvee ot gy Bt 71 Afea asdt s often not easy to grasp. Don’t worry too much
M a1 H R ek 9 F 39 T o6 arehl about this for the moment. In the rest of the book
HAE § 3 AT wens °§ IRdrg GfayE o as well as in your higher classes, you will read
gt Teesll & IR H A9 aR Hrgd S| 31" more about these different features of the Indian
®9 § 3901 1Y = 9ra| Constitution and understand more substantively
what they mean.
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Aiagm 9 go1 shdedl ol 9 Ieoi@ famdr Tar 21 3194 foreras =t |Eraar
H uar 7 o I Hivied ®F | § 311 elehad § TRl gIT 39 shviedl
T UTET ST &l Hgvagul &2

The Constitution also mentions Fundamental Duties. Find out
with the help of your teacher what these include and why it is
important for citizens in a democracy to observe these.

TRE Hifeld Fasdl ¥ 9 TF ° Garad 3@ifad, ae& aqmn
Al 39 W Hfaaw, d fod den & ° 39 W =9 H

[llustrate each of the 11 Fundamental Duties with drawings.
pictures, poems or songs and discuss them in the classroom.
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| fordt edifas 291 #1 Gfayum # S66 9 92d 272
2. &9 fRu v T qEAEs o fexmi wi 3f@u) ween #ie™ 1990 F1 AUE o GiauH #1 €1 §HU FHiew

91T o dren ofaum § 9 faan a2

1990 T AUTH oHT WiGET 2015 T JUTA T Hiaem
WIT-7: SRTAATeTaRT WIT-7: WHT ShraaTieTanT
=T 35: FHEFIT fFar T 75: FEFI AfFaar

Jurel AT F1 FEEN vfeal gemiEy 9 H1 FEFH v, fEUE @R FE & SHER,
w1 e HEARE § fifed gl wfsrafag & fafeq @i




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

Exercises

1. Why does a democratic country need a Constitution?

2. Look at the wordings of the two documents given below. The first column is from the 1990 Nepal
Constitution. The second column is from the more recent Constitution of Nepal.

1990 Constitution of Nepal 2015 Constitution of Nepal
Part 7: Executive Part 7: Federal Executive

p—

Article 35: Executive Power: The executive | Article 75: Executive Power: The executive power
power of the Kingdom of Nepal shall be of Nepal shall, pursuant to this Constitution and law,
vested in His Majesty and the Council of be vested in the Council of Ministers.

Ministers.
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9 & 39 SH1 AfaurE ¥ ‘wEder vfea’ % I9Em | @ weh fE@ a1 87 39 91 F A ° @d gu
I ATFH ol € fF A9 1 U U dfauE w5 e a 27 #7462
3. R fraifaa gfafafaai =1 wfsa w® FE 3w 7 ear @ 0 gan?
4. TreAfafea feafaa o sougers w1 €2 3 fufdd 4 scruers & faa/ 1 99 s =i
Hew YUl €1 3HFT UH-UF FHRO Far5u
(%) T That § 30 forers & @R 379 9 20 g9 2
(@) T yel § 5 gfawe & ag od F AEd 2
(1) U HREH & 9oHed | 80 wfava FHart whrr g
(%) 50 feenfelai &t wen o 40 foeneff o= ofEwi @ 2
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What is the difference in who exercises ‘Executive Power’ in the above two Constitutions of Nepal?
3. What would happen if there were no restrictions on the power of elected representatives?

4. In each of the following situations, identify the minority. Write one reason why you think it is
important to respect the views of the minority in each of these situations.

(a) In a school with 30 teachers, 20 of them are male.
(b) In a city, 5 per cent of the population are Buddhists.
(c) In a factory mess for all employees, 80 per cent are vegetarians.

(d) In a class of 50 students, 40 belong to more well-off families.
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5. The column on the left lists some of the key features of the Indian Constitution. In the
other column write two sentences, in your own words, on why you think this feature
1S iImportant:

Key Feature Significance

Federalism
Separation of Powers /
Fundamental Rights

Parliamentary Form of Government
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6. 39 URAE T o 99 fafau fSat dmm

frafafaa geEt o | ot )
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(1) A /
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6. Write down the names of the Indian States,
which share borders with the following
neighbouring nations:

(a) Bangladesh

(b) Bhutan
(c) Nepal
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AN - W9 G4 9 fHE & g Feel 9 w6I-AeEE ¥ 9o o € a1 39
99 F@1 a1 21 5@l (999 99 T8 fH0 70 g A @ Fqel F1 FE AU T@
2. 39 @ 599 FE W GFd 2

rayl- 94 #E @ A fogia 0 Ed g T 949S w9 ° g € d 39 ARy Fel
W 21

YA T A - GEE TG AR 1 359 SS19al "4l § g 911 39 ke
¥ 7ol we-3ina fafzw o= @ &m oF & fou uwee @1 U 91 9% SReE 1947
H 9RA F e | 9o gam 3 ad &1 sfaerm # ueaysE § 36 SAREd &
A9 AR =S T ° TH

T =ET ( Polity )- 39%1 9 U% UH §6W d ¢ fows! uoHifas da1 sgaftaq
%1 YA UF wihdaias aeqas g

AUY- T A F e § ad S F1 19 FE T 2

urE waT- T drme & sm-ur fafa=s e #1 e a@ie-fa w5 oA
R FE T 21 38wy | fo dfew sfuwd #1 ow=i #51 w #, 39 gav |
A PR F1 TaeE Al 3R g=d 1 WA @iE-wie | 2 59 ueE =mn
FE A 2

freporar- 7@ oo 9 7 AfvEE #F 1 wE SEyl e 8 #)




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

GLOSSARY

Arbitrary: When nothing is fixed and is instead left to one's judgment or choice. This
can be used to refer to rules that are not fixed, or decisions that have no basis etc.

ldeal: A goal or a principle in its most excellent or perfect form.

Indian national movement: The Indian national movement emerged in nineteenth-
century India and saw thousands of men and women coming together to fight British
rule. This culminated in India’s independence in 1947. You will learn about this in
greater detail in your history textbook this year.

Polity: A society that has an organised political structure. India is a democratic polity.
Sovereign: In the context of this chapter it refers to an independent people.

Human Trafficking: The practice of the illegal buying and selling of different
commodities across national borders. In the context of Fundamental Rights discussed
in this chapter, it refers to illegal trade in human beings, particularly women and
children.

Tyranny: The cruel and unjust use of power or authority.










Vilith
(Polity)

) = U Vg ? < o . B g
- LS A -9 . >y,
an ecu al Ism " 2yt - S 2
’ = T L R o i dasnf S
!\ . ’ N : o o - . )- < .
" 3 ~ .“ { '. . ﬂ-‘v -
. ) Py L » i~ " Y e - \"‘ub o
- 4 , .. » s " : N / Py
R : b y i o N
e - BN i S i
e, - £ % Y £ Rt ’
. S L B 2t O : PR S :
‘ St . . 52 . . v
: . =33 e T P :
' R 13 = - J‘": P e - R N .
—_— . .‘ ~ F & e ‘_f G
. . y ‘ e D Pk
b - 5 < . of
‘l y - R ~-". - o £ N :
- . - = ' ANV A
- - ] AL AN A %
- g L SR
o NN
r : B
- - N -
41 ; ' Sa ST :
o - & . iy ® 5 . .
) 3 L W e~ : = 1 " :
sl = e 3 Tk TR, |
(R SSRGS /3 ol SRR
nN
|4 L
!

The Indian Constitution

AT Bl THH

Understanding Secularism
By : Karan Sir
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THUSIAT ohl WHE

FouA1 Hifee fw 39 feg o1 qEemm € @R s &
fordt 08 9 § wd € Wl {9 Fguelt 9gd arshaat €D
uH e f smfia &1 A 21d gu ot +i8 smae!
o W HT & 0 =l A 9 qeqgd gm?
F1 AYH! TEHT T8l AWM? 3R A9 3 9I9E &+
faers formma #1 3IR saE o 9 Fe1 9 fF g%
2V TN @ 2, 99 YR @ S, a S

M ? FA SATIH] A A& M2 HGH T8 Y

Understanding Secularism

Imagine yourself as a Hindu or Muslim living in a part
of the United States of America where Christian
fundamentalism is very powerful. Suppose that despite
being a US citizen, no one is willing to rent their house
to you. How would this make you feel? Would it not
make you feel resentful? What if you decided to
complain against this discrimination and were told to
go back to India. Would this not make you feel angry?
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Your anger could take two forms. First, you might react
by saying that Christians should get the same treatment
In places where Hindus and Muslims are in a majority.
This is a form of retaliation. Or, you might take the
view that there should be justice for all. Yo fight,
stating that no one should b€ discriminated agains

on grounds of their religious practices and beliefs. This
statement rests on the assumption that all forms of
domination related to religion should end. This is the
essence of secularism. In this chapter, you will read
more about what this means in the Indian context.

T, & 9hdl & 39 gfaferar 9 98 ++€ &
el ﬁnwﬂaﬁmm ol 9

e <1t aeh

gd 21 91 THe A9 g8 U9 o1 9o ‘ﬁm@' ;
foern =nfew) =9 99 & 3MYR 9T 319 9EH F1 Tl

et 39 o914 o fou 3ers 391 gahd € fh o
EGEERRS kR R R

Te Oi9 28 AL 3nufig 2 fo ud 9 Saivd (e

ot T e T e e e i a
CGLERS 9 29 fF wdta g

H zgF1 F1 3Y 2
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3H AT Wi YiehT &l Tah an Re-read the introduction to
Tt ufgu) smmaent TaT =t wra this chapter. Why do you

¢ o aaer @t e thi’ think retaliation is not the
T S WET T TR ¥ WRed1? proper response to this

WS SER. VRO YRTES T NI problem? What would

oE IS A1 & gm? happen if different groups

followed this path?
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sfaerd # 26 uH & UR | ﬁzm@ 31T ﬁ > History provides us with man
% o Sae fren ¥ vQE s ugr g iy freer exclusion agf persecutigd on the grounds of religion. You

- q e . — — P - may have read about how Jews were persecuted in Hitler’s
o @ R skl hdd % HAHMR T HIY RIE LI 1 : aya : '

AT v TR ud F A i Germany and how several millions were killedy Now, however,
3 FaTE SevHETE F @Y —ET“ the Jewish State of Israel treats its own Muslim and Christian
21 9541 3E ® TR-gEemHE] s Eﬂm minorities quite badly. In Saudi Arabia, non-Muslims are not
@Z T 2T E T F A Fwl Y- g allowed to build a temple, church etc., and nor can they gather

‘
el W To@ W 3Hgl ¥ T 2 in a public place for prayers.

MO\/
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In all of the above examples, members @
C()mmuni r discriminate against
—_— R

members of other religious communities. These acts of

discrimination take place more easilly when one religion 1s
given official recognition by the State at the expense of other
religions. Clearly no one would wish to be discriminated against,
because of their religion nor dominated by another religion.
In India, can the State discriminate against citizens on the

grounds of their religion?
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Tanvi, Abhilasha and Snehal, VI B, Srijan School, Delhi.

M A ¥ dF 99 39 & &+ 39 . -
o faenfefat 3 a0 21 3= ufif= The three drawings in this chapter were done

gfewma w fo= T & fau Fw by students of your age. They were asked to
T ol draw on religious tolerance.
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What i

sefderEaT @ 272 .
we=cttapter, you read about how the Indian

frgd st ° e wer T (e wfaym | wifas n the pre

AR w1 sgaen # T 2 p_w 2l Constitution contain that protect us
qdl ¥ ' F9rd %éléf agrd &1 g | o @ EE igainst ostate power ay well as against the tyranny of the
T A €| MRA WAH we m s g v ajority. The Indian Constitution allows individuals the

freedom wve by their religious beliefs and practices as

they interpret these. In keeping with this idea OT religious

-

TRArg U9 A4 9 3 T5F 1 vfad $l UFH-39L H 3

r — g9 & e
o — 39 Z | e
AR Qe

m for all. India also ad a strategy of separating

and the

ower of the State. Secularism

the power of gelig

refers to this\separation of religion from the State.
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Akshita Jain, V, Srijan School, Delhi.
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\ Why is it Important to Separate Religion
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from the State?

bove. the most important aspect of secularism
This 1s

1\\ dlSCU S

state pOWCY
impormnl t(.)r a countr_\ (o function Lmocratlcall_\'. Almost
all countries of the world will have more than one religious

gr()up [rvi mg,, in them. Within these religiousgroups, there
‘ s One group that 1s 1n If this

p has 8s to State power, then it
ower and financial resources to
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Y - T B GHhdl 81 Tel T 1 el g
ot F @ I #1(TT IR oHEE B 3T U b
IR S | TS Ghdl 2] 99 o6 3HR W fadt o 1
TG 39 AUHA H SoelvF ¢ |S_Th_clhdieh ao
ELED i

[Shd] 9] &H o R -
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citizen irrespective of thei
of the majority and the v

discriminate against and persecute persons of other
rehigions. This tyranny of the majority could result in the
discrimination, cocrcion and at times even the killing of
religious minorities. The majority could quite easily
prevent minorities from practising their religions. Any
form of domination based on religion 1s in violation of the
rights that a democratic society guarantees to each and every

erefore, the tyranny
Fundamental Rights
_ it to separate
igion f democragic societies.

W*'m N

eligion.
1agon ¢
it can result 18 ga neasOp
the'State and
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Another reason that it 1s important to separate religion
from the State in democratic societies 1s because we also
of individuals to exit from
Ahother religion or have the frecgdom
s t¢achings differently. To understand
take the practice of untouchability.
you dislike this practice within
gant to try and reform it

their religion, embr
to interpret

this point LttLI‘ let us
You might feel that

Hindutsm and therefofe, yo
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T T 811 3HHT Haod ¢ {6 39 3H 5o H1 R o
FU7| AT 3R T FT W v feqei & wa A A
PATHA ! HeEl WA € d F A AT F TH YA Tl 98
7 IR Y WEvel Hifid TUEE % 9e € d o
AYH] A THEE o & T A H AR F 97 a0y =
AT FE 98 G&al 21 T69 991 | fEEe W@ 9w v
e #eil f fEga #1 Faw & @ =ren e 2 En
IFH! FE AN AT FH F1 TR FE AUFR Tl 2

However, 1f State power were 1n the hands of those Hindus
who support untouchability, then do you think that you
would have an easy task to try and change this? Even if you
were part of the dominant religious group, you might face
a lot of resistance from fellow members of your
community. These members who have control of State
power might say that there 1s only one interpretation of
Hinduism and that you do not have the freedom to interpret
this differently.
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FoT o wal Y- 4 U & ad Discuss in class: Can there be
¥ offar w_wmy different views within the same

Hehd 27 / religion?
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What is Indian Secularism?

The Indian Constitution mandates that the Indian State be
secular. According to the Constitution, only a secular State

can realise 1ts objectives to ensure the following:
' S— S —
1

. that one religious community does not dominate
another;

unbers of

th’lt sOMe muwbu's do not dominate other

; ﬁzWL s communiy, ) 45
\ ). W o
@V\ ot W

\
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39 TE & gacd Fl Y& o ol 9RAEE T59 Fs 0E 9 FH
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FEed, 9, G oo AR SRR 99 S 99 |
frdt @ b &1 Yieaed 39 A1 3HT WaYH F FHT U
TE H1 St 2

(o= 3 o fordt @ ud &1 9 3w 9 & o+
e aaadl S|

3. that the State does not enforce any particular religion
nor take away the rehigious freedom of individuals.

The Indian State works in various ways to prevent the above
domnation. First, 1t uses a strategy of distancing itself from
rehigion. The Indian State 1s not ruled by a religious group
and nor does it support any one religion. In India,
government spaces like law courts, police stations,
government schools and offices are not supposed to display
or promote any one religion.
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_g

In a2 government school in
Seemapur, students want to
celebrate a religious festival.

Sir, there =5 & big religious
festival mext moath, We've 8
never celebrated it in school.

M'm afraid that Sa't possibie,
Redha. This & 3 government
school. We cannot give
MpOrance 10 any one religion
Private schools may do that
Government schools don't
celebrate any religuous
festivals im the school premises
Mont religious festivals are poblic
holdays S0 that we can
celehrate these at home

| never thought of i1 this
wiy. | Quess we can dlways
celebrate it outside school

Anyway we were
planning to celebrate it
" our locality
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I Fada-1z 4 e & i fFdt afds oer =
AESH G5 96 % WY UH F9 HGeR FH H GHA
Hifd o faer® 21 S e S Wrd e e
71 uiffe smeEl & S fFd & ud & agEn @ R
TFd| 7% fm fot =pel W @) 7@ 2

In the above storyboard, the celebration of the religious
festival within the school would have been a violation of
the government’s policy of treating all religions equally.
Government schools cannot promote any one religion
either in their morning prayers or through religious
celebrations. This rule does not apply to private schools.
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IuAraa Toasar-uz o ot 3 = In the above storyboard,

zv7 faar # 39 ur ==t &4 discuss the answer given
by the teacher.
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The second way in which Indian secularism works to
prevent the above domination 1s through a strategy of non-
interference. This means that in order to respect the
sentiments of all religions and not interfere with religious
practices, the State makes certain exceptions for particular
religious communities.

N

mmﬁmamw
WW%& gl o] lcm
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TIHTT TFell °§ AhaT & 991 o Government schools often have

oo T4 21 9 919 & A9 ° TEd students from different
B0 g ey 1199 o o1 329l &l religious backgrounds.

. . a e Re-read the three objectives of
N AUELLE LR AR a secular State and write two

fetay fT:H w ‘CPC'" dﬂm sentences on why it is
U g9 i wQrar F Tl S important that government

1 Ay schools do not promote any
one religion?
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A group of friends who've recently bought scooters are
meeting to go for a ride together.

Don't worry, | will
not be fined.

For Sikhs, wearing
a pugri is a very
important part of
our religion. The
government cannot
force me to wear a

Hey, | hope you have a heimet

You know the law in Delhi requires
that you wear one. Why aren’t

you wearing a helmet?
Do you want to be fined?

Hey Paramjit! Why
won't you be fined?
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T faawg-vz ¥ fo@ g% wosia &1 goWe e &
TEW T8 81 FRU I8 T 9Rdr 159 39 9 F A S
2 fr vt we fam o Y wensii & garfas el 2
foreran 37 wifds smenss ¥ I@eRs 9 994 & fou o9
AFA H fama 2 & 2

In the above storyboard, Paramjit, the Sikh youth, does not
have to wear a helmet. This 1s because the Indian State
recognises that wearing a pugri (turban) 1s central to a Sikh’s
religious practice and 1n order not to interfere with this,
allows an exception in the law.
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The third way in which Indian secularism works to prevent
the domination listed earlier 1s through a strategy of
intervention. You read earlier in this chapter about
untouchability. This 1s a good example where members of

the same religion (‘upper-caste’ Hindus) dominate other
members (some ‘lower castes’) within it. In order to

#
59 et (F9 ‘Frach sifaar’) it @ &1 ud % W W
HAT-GelT i AR HE9d &l Y+ & folg qRdrg dfaums

prevent this religion-based exclusion and discrimination
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of ‘lower castes’, the Indian Constitution bans
untouchability. In this instance, the State 1s intervening in
religion 1n order to end a social practice that it believes
discriminates and excludes, and that violates the
Fundamental Rights of ‘lower castes’ who are citizens of
this countrygsSmilarly, to ensurd~Qat laws relating to equal
inheg#nce rights are respected, thi\State may have to
yAfervene 1in the religion-based ‘pegsonal laws’ of
communities.
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mmm&hmmmnﬁﬁm%l CIRGR 'lh'm@\iﬂthcﬂ)rmof

TUH e TUEE $1 A9 T AR Hios @ied 6 support. The Indian Constitution grants the right to

<dl €1 TR-PAHEA F SR T T4 Silks religious communities to set up their own schools and

Wm P ol 2| colleges. It also gives them financial aid on a non-

. @ preferential basis.
/9 o




#1 w94’ Pledge of allegiance)
%1 39 Y ¥ “dver F e
A9 ¥ 913 9E 9 ot 9B @

% YEe WA | 9H 3R T &
Yo e qamen 1 sect e ¥
Iy a3 9 st & s =
% q=d 'THEA H1 9y’ Fd 8

In the United States of America, most children

in government schools have to begin their
school day reciting the ‘Pledge of Allegiance’.
This Pledge includes the words “under God". It
was established more than 60 years ago that /

vernment school students are not required t
recite the Pledge if it conflicts with their
religious beliefs. Despite this, there have been
several legal challenges objecting to the phrase
“under God" saying that it violates the
separation between church and State that the
First Amendment of the US Constitution
guarantees.

The above photo shows students taking the
‘Pledge of Allegiance’ in a government school in
the U.S.A.
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In what way 1s Indian secularism different from that o

other democrats ntries:

Some of the above objectives are similar to those that have
been included in the Constitutions of secular democratic
countries in other parts of the world. For example, the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution prohibits the
legislature from making laws “respecting an establishment
of religion” or that “prohibit the free exercise of religion”.
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HFA T | T T T & S ek wear #1949 A" W What is meant by the word ‘establishment’ is that the
g W “ufiid A F TR E e waew @ legislature cannot declare any religion as the official
faenfase foret oft el 1 Tt o wfvd &1 T T, religion. Nor can they give preference to one religion. In
A @ faufa foFelt o o 1 v w2 s 2 the U.S.A. the separation between State and religion means

qIF b FAfEH H T AR o & JUFH F1 WA 8 that neither the State nor religion can interfere in the affairs
fF 7= o ud, TA1 & UH-TE o Amal | R T@ of one another.

TG A8l ¢ Hhd|
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TR A9 W T E fE anda enifdem o st There 1s one significant way in which Indian secularism
wifRaed & 9 UF e Weh @l oW gEfew @ fE differs from the dominant understanding of secularism as
sfet wpifrde § o oiR T & 9 TR e & practised in the United States of America. This is because
fagfta vrda sefaya ¥ 159 &1 i Amel 9 e unlike the strict separation between religion and the State
FH FI PZ A R 2N AT Y GF ¢ 16 (FE & TG in American secularism, in Indian secularism the State can
gfaur 4 g3raa w1 @d F & fou f&g aifds e intervene in religious affairs. You have read about how the

Indian Constitution intervened in Hindu religious practices
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in order to abolish untouchability. In Indian secularism,
though the State 1s not strictly separate from religion it
does maintain a principled distance vis-a-vis religion. This
means that any interference in religion by the State has to
be based on the ideals laid out in the Constitution. These
ideals serve as the standard through which we can judge
whether the State 1s or 1s not behaving according to secular
principles.
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The Indian State 1s secular and works 1n various ways to
prevent religious domination. The Indian Constitution
guarantees Fundamental Rights that are based on these
secular principles. However, this 1s not to say that there 1s
no violation of these rights in Indian society. Indeed 1t 1s
pregfSely because such violations happen frequently that
‘e need a constitutional mechanism to prevent them from
happening. The knowledge that such nghts exist makes us

sensitive to their violattons and enables us to take action
when these violations take place.
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T 39 9d & fadl of 9 9 Can you think of a recent

ETeT Sl Shig UHT U271 oal ahd & incident, from any part of
FEl |Ia9T9 & ST AT India, in which the secular
T Ieeraa faar mar 21 o = ideals of the Constitution
&1 I 99 H a8 9 waresq were violated and persons
femar A 27 ar wwRT | 715? were persecuted and killed

because of their religious
backgrounds?
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TE 2004 H W9 H UF HHEA 99060 T 39 FEA °§ G@UE fFE o fF R o foenedi st
T, Teal At A q2-a2 TOE HiE o9 uftis sya yoifas e @ el F U F3
Whel | @ A WiE § @A ale 39 AWanadl 4 79 FA 1 w0 fauy fFE 3 gerad
TSI, T AR GRaest 3nfE 39 390 9 3 9 S 9ee Wid o SUHEY 91 1960 % I
H wiE H gl # FHH 2 T oftl 3 NG I WarEal il Wih S FH FE o+ forg dien
Tt a3 fZu U 9 3 sataEl #1 afeal wha 4 s fm W E e S S 8
AfFd 39 U FFA F @] B & 9% 3% 9 W FHG GF F RO Sha 9 fae g omn
2l
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In February 2004, France passed a law banning students from wearing any conspicuous
religious or political signs or symbols such as the Islamic headscarf, the Jewish skullcap, or
large Christian crosses. This law has encountered a lot of resistance from immigrants who are
mainly from the former French colonies of Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco. In the 1960s, France
had faced a shortage of workers and, therefore, had provided visas for these immigrants to come
and work in the country. The daughters of these immigrants often wear headscarves while
attending school. However, with the passing of this new law, they have been expelled from
their school for wearing headscarves.
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l. 394 MH-YSH ¥ yafea s framad 1 g9t 9w 9 fafa= gar 1 wd=sd, fafa=
g #1 g fafa= ofam s, fafa= yor & afifs d@im o e aft =1 3@ 994 8 7=
Tl i fFamerd %1 @=aaa %1 90 Jod 872

2. R et ud & @M 9w Fwd € fF 39 ol Taem fope # O9ra # g2 @ € @ = 9N
fedt @ =1 z@s 20 W T2 93 I F gudH | FEO Fa)

3. 39 difciat &1 g0 Hifeu-

ELp] % wEvaqul w4 §7 ¥ YA F I W UE
FEE0T

TF ifiF FEE T 9EEA
W g qE T

T 7 @ o w e
R # @ o
AT da §

UF # o % F9 @ A
& wd & ZE @ni # T zEn
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Exercises

1. List the different types of religious practice that you find in your neighbourhood. This could be
different forms of prayer, worship of different gods, sacred sites, different kinds of religious
music and singing etc. Does this indicate freedom of religious practice?

2. Will the government intervene if some religious group says that their religion allows them to
practise infanticide? Give reasons for your answer.

3. Complete the following table:

Objective Why is this important? Example of a violation of this
objective

One religious community
does not dominate another.

The State does not enforce
any particular religion nor
take away the religious
freedom of individuals.

That some members do not
dominate other members
of the same religious
community.
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4. I TEE FI BEA & afds Fost ® fEw I F fEa gfz fofa= a6t 9 Hafug 22 399
F Gha foaerar 22

5. UF & ud o it STem-3ter SfEwn & 9 3T ]2

6. HRAME T59 9H ¥ HTHen it TEa ¢ 3R 399 w9ey Wt Far 21 9% IO aren faer @ 9w 2
T W Fe ° v a9 fer == Fifsw 99 & fau 39 s o fg o SERon & e 39 SrgHt
AFFH & 3 ITEN F1 9 GEW o TFd 2

4. Look up the annual calendar of holidays of your school. How many of them pertain to different
religions? What does this indicate?
5. Find out some examples of different views within the same religion.

6. The Indian State both keeps away from religion as well as intervenes in religion. This idea can be
quite confusing. Discuss this once again in class using examples from the chapter as well as
those that you might have come up with.
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7. WY ° e g e ‘wnifa’ o "ewa &l 7. This poster alongside highlights the need for

aifEa F 2 TG G H e T 2 & “onfa ‘Peace’. It says, “Pea.ce is a never.-ending
w1 o s .ot ] P o o difences o
fer=renail siR amen fedl 1 TR FF T your own words what you think the above
Iel Thall” A 999 F91 9d1d 87 394 el | sentences are trying to convey? How does it
fafaw) nfids afewma g T9F 1 &Y 22 relate to the need for religious tolerance?

™ H{AF § AN & H 39 & faenfd=i 3 o

viffes Gfewm ® &9 T=i a8 81 afifes This chapter had three drawings on religious
gfewa F O °§ TS Al 3199 Tiferat il tole.rance made by students of your age.
frart & form % T T A Design your own poster on religious tolerance

for your peers.
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I Hehold

SN -Feaa - 39F Haod ¢ et & FE d9 9 & fou e 39 A
& Hed ¥ 9% v U5 Sl fRd ST 991 31 ahd o TEEe 9 2

TS i Eagar- gt AfeE w5 v feum | i w 9ueE #1182 Bt 81 3|
AT § AT FH Eaadl F1 Hdod ¢ F 2 Afe 394 o 1 TuE @R
319 Gg T FL TFHA 2|

AT WA 3 U 39 Haoid € afayH o fagidl & ey R e @6
yuifad # & fau o59 #1 3R 9§ g1 9en waE|
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GLOSSARY

Coercion: To force someone to do something. In the context of this chapter, it refers
to the force used by a legal authority like the State.

Freedom to interpret: The independence that all persons shall have to understand
things in their own way. In the context of this chapter, it refers to a person’s liberty
to develop their own understanding and meaning of the religion they practice.

Intervene: In the context of this chapter, it refers to the State's efforts to influence
a particular matter in accordance with the principles of the Constitution.







