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Law and Social
Justice

Do you recall the 'Story of a shirt’ from your Class VI
book? We saw there that a chain of markets links the
producer of cotton to the buyer of the shirt in the

supermarket. Buying and selling was taking place at
every step in the chain.
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Many of the people directly or indirectly involved in
the production of the shirt - the small farmer producing
cotton, the weavers of Erode or the workers in the
garment - exporting factory - faced exploitation or an
unfair situation in the market. Markets everywhere
tend to be exploitative of people - whether as workers,
consumers or producers.
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To protect people from such exploitation, the
government makes certain laws. These laws try to

ensure that the unfair practices are kept at a minimum
In the markets.
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Let us take a common market situation where the law 1s
very important. This 1s the 1ssue of workers’ wages.
Private companies, contractors, businesspersons
normally want to make as much profit as they can. In the
drive for profits, they might deny workers their rights
and not pay them wages, for example. In the eyes of the
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law 1t 1s illegal or wrong to deny workers their wages.
Similarly to ensure that workers are not underpaid, or
are paid fairly, there 1s a law on minimum wages. A
worker has to be paid not less than the minimum wage
by the employer. The minimum wages are revised
upwards every few years.
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As with the law on minimum wages, which 1s meant to
protect workers, there are also laws that protect the
interests of producers and consumers in the market.
These help ensure that the relations between these three
parties — the worker, consumer and producer - are
governed 1n a manner that 1s not exploitative.
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e T Find out:

(&) Nm?wmﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ‘ a) What is the minimum
HAg & oI 7 AW qa wage for a construction

& §? worker in your state?

(@) = et Fmior e b) Do you think the minimum

& fom a9 gaw aa= wet, #u

; wage for a construction
qr &l T 2 7

worker is adequate, low or
() g FaT A ad high?

& &? c) Who sets the minimum

wages?
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Table 1 provides some important laws relating to the protection of these various interests.
Columns (2) and (3) in Table 1 state why and for whom these laws are necessary. Based on
discussions in the classroom, you have to complete the remaining entries in the table.

Table 1
Law Why is it necessary? Whose interests does the law protect?

Minimum Wages Act  Many workers are denied fair  This law is meant to protect the

specifies that wages  wages by their employers. interests of all workers; particularly,

should not be below a Because they badly need work, farm labourers, construction workers,

specified minimum, workers have no bargaining factory workers, domestic workers, etc.
power and are paid low wages.

Law specifying that
there be adequate
safety measures in
workplaces. For example,
alarm system, emergency
exits, properly -
functioning machinery.

Law requiring that the Consumers might be put to
quality of goods meet  risk by the poor quality of
certain prescribed products such as electrical
standards. For example, appliances, food, medicines.
electrical appliances

have to meet safety

standards.
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Law requiring that the The interests of the poor who will
prices of essential otherwise be unable to afford these
goods are not high - goods.

For example, sugar,
kerosene, foodgrains.

Law requiring that
factories do not pollute
air or water.

Laws against child
labour in workplaces.

Law to form workers By organising themselves into

unions/associations unions, workers can use their
combined power to demand fair
wages and better working
conditions.
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from the strong. For instance, to ensure that ¢very wofker \J
gets fair wages, the government has to regularly in¥pect
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1S ¢ who violdte the I en
oor or powerless) the fear of losing~future

earnings or facing reprisals often forges them to accept low

work sites an
workers ar

wages. Employers know this well And use their power to
pay workers less than the fair wagey'In such cases, it 1s crucial

that laws are enforced.
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these laws, the

nd upholdin

'l’hmchnforc g
goverrrent can_control th wvities of individuals or

private companies SO as Many of
s—iTave their basis in the lund.a.mggt'll nghtq
guaranteed by the Indian Constitutio ‘ e
Right against Exploitation says that no one
to work fag low wages or under bondage. S:mdarl\, the
Constitution lays down “no child below the age of 14 years
shall be employed to work 1n any factory or mines or engaged
in any other hazardous employment..
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in practice? To what extent
of social justice? These are
s chapter will now go on to
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Government of India

Enforcement for
No Child Labour

e A : [
World Day against Child Labour (12une, 2019) |
Registered User?
Deepak, Andhra Pradesh Login Here @
e ¢ —
Deepak belongs to a tribal community. He was a school drop out child and
» was bound to work in a stone quarry. His life would have been just like an Co ¥ plaint/Report

ordinary poor child. He was timely identified by the NCLP survey team and a Child

they convinced his parents to enrol him in special training centre under the
NCLP scheme.

He completed his schooling with flying colours and presently he is pursuing
Engineering course and just an year away to complete it.

Lodge: a Complaint
o),

If you find any child forced to work anywhere, report to local police

- cbateann Aar an Dansil Daréal a4 1anana nanscitl aat in ey T —
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Bhopal Gas Tragedy

The world’s worst industrial tragedy took plaee in Bhopal 24 years ago. Urion
Carbide (UC) an American company had a factory in'the city in which it préduced

pesticides. At midnight on 2 December, 1984 methyl-isocyanite (MIC) -
a highly poisonous gas - started leaking.fram this UC plant....
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Remembers Aziza Sultan, a survivor: "At

about 12.30 am | woke to the sound of my
baby coughing badly. In the half-light | saw
that the room was filled with a white cloud. |
heard people shouting ‘run, run. Then |
started coughing, with each breath seeming
as If | was breathing in fire. My eyes were
burning.”
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Within three days, more than
8,000 people were dead.
Hundreds of thousands were
maimed.
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Most of those exposed to the poison gas came from poor, working-class
families, of which nearly 50,000 people are today too sick to work. Among
those who survived, many developed severe respiratory disorders, eye
problems and other disorders. Children developed peculiar abnormalities,
like the girl in the photo.
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The disaster was not an accident. UC had
deliberately ignored the essential safety
measures in order to cut costs. Much
before the Bhopal disaster, there had
been incidents of gas leak killing a worker
and injuring several. Cdra s S——
qfvn Fratse Tvarﬁ qf=m & "I F1 AT
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Despite the overwhelming evidence pointing to
UC as responsible for the disaster, it refused to
accept responsibility.

In the ensuing legal battle, the government
represented the victims in a civil case against UC.
It filed a $3 billion compensation case in 1985,
but accepted a lowly $470 million in 1989.
Survivors appealed against the settlement but
the Supreme Court ruled that the settlement
amount would stand.

9 T8d W3t 9 9@ & 19 difzal




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

FaFed T9F F991 F Fod ° £ A THF! AFE-TFE F

UC stopped its operations, but left behind tons of
toxic chemicals. These have seeped into the
ground, contaminating water. Dow Chemical, the
company who now owns the plant, refuses to take
responsibility for clean up.
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24 years later, people are still fighting for justice: for safe
drinking water, for health-care facilities and jobs for the
people poisoned by UC. They also demand that Anderson,
the UC chairman who faces criminal charges, be prosecuted.
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What is a Worker’s Worth?

If we are to understand the events leading to Bhopal
disaster, we have to ask: why did Union Carl$«dC set up its

plant 1n India?

Accidents are common to construction sites. Feiton Tt 5Eiz '."z m ¢ 5 .
Yet, very often, safety equipment and\ other TESE G 3RO AR A qEHE

precautions are ignored. 1 FHH TR T G 5 2




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

&1 G 9d49 1 I .?'&ﬁﬂamcb m__
e Gehdl €, Afesh T8l o HoTel A e aoh Sl i H

m%lwmé%au@m_smm’
H1 SR TEI el |wmﬁw

& JATHT FH bl 2 |
One reason whf foreign companies comie to Indi@

cheap labou W ages that
say in the U.S.A., are far ' Ly )
to workers in poorer countries like India. For lowcyj,/
companies can get longer hours of work. Addi#6nal

expenses such as for housing facilities for workers are also

fewer. Thus, companies can save costﬁnd earn higher

profits.
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means. Lower working conditions including lower safety
measures are used as ways of cutting costs. In the UC plant,
(9/:} safety device was malfunctioning or was in short
mg)?/ Between 1980 and 1984, the work crew for the MIC
pldaf was cut 1n half from 12 to 6 workers. The period of
safety training for workers was brought down from 6
months to 15 days! The post of night-shift worker for the
MIC plant was abolished.
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Read the following comparison between UC’s safety
system 1n Bhopal and its other plant 1n the US:

At West Virginia (U.S.A.) computerised warning and
monitoring systems were in place, whereas the UC plant in
Bhopal relied on manual ganges and the human senses to detect
gas leaks. At the West Virginia plant, emergency evacuation
plans were in place, but nonexistent in Bhopal.
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Why are there such sharp differences in safety standards
across countries? And even after the disaster happened, why
was the compensation to the victims so low?

One part of the answer lies 1n what 1s perceived as the worth
of an Indian worker. One worker can easily replace another.
Since there 1s so much unemployment, there are many
workers who are willing to work in unsafe conditions 1n
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return for a wage. Making use of the workers’ vulnerability,
employers ignore safety in workptaces—Thus, even so many
years after the Bhopal gas tragedy, there are regular reports
of accidents in construction sites, mines or factories due to
the callous attitude of the employers.
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Enforcement of Safety Laws
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duty-of the government to ensure that the Right to Life
guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution 1s not

violated. What was the government doing when there were
such blatant violations of safety standards in the UC plant?

First, the safety laws were lax 1n India. Second, even these
weak safety Igms werg orced.

o
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Government officials
hazardous and allowed 1t to come up 1n a populated locality.
When some municipal officials in Bhopal objected that the
installation of an MIC production unit 1n 1978 was a safety

violation, the position of the government was that the state
needs the continued investment of the Bhopal plant, which
provides jobs. It was unthinkable, according to them, to
ask UC to shift to cleaner technology or safer procedures.
Government inspectors continued to approve the
procedures in the plant, even when repeated incidents of
leaks from the plant made it obvious to everybody that
things were seriously wrong.
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This, as you know, 1s contrary to what the role of a law-
making and enforcement agency should be. Instead of
protecting the interests of the people, their safety was being
disregarded both by the government and by private
companies.

This 1s obviously not at all desirable. With more industries
being set up both by local and foreign businesses 1n India,
there 1s a great need for stronger laws protecting workers’
rights and better enforcement of these laws.
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enforcement can be
improved?
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Recently a large travel agency was asked to
pay Rs 8 lakh as compensation to a group of
tourists. Their foreign trip was poorly
managed and they missed Disneyland and
shopping in Paris. Why did the victims of
Bhopal gas tragedy then get so little for a
lifetime of misery and pain?
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ST m H feem ¥l Pumps at contaminated wells are painted red by
TER A T T 8 g e 21 e the government around the UC factory in

ft TG T IR TS T W@ E Bhopal. Yet, local people continue to use them
it 379 TH TIF YA 1 HiE A4 as they have no other accessible source of

T 2 clean water.
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UITETT i & & fow AU A

1984 H THR 919 9ATEX0 &1 & & o0 9gd #9 F1A 41
T HMEA H @R HE R FEE Al AR ft FHER o
YA I T Cqw St 5 S o R 9 s &6
T § WEHU SIS #1 geit g2 fuet g o = afeal
e, g & A e 9 B - qFiE it @ @ oA 3R
@l #1 9gd o WY faearg fean sn @ an

New Laws to Protect the Environment

In 1984, there were very few laws protecting the
environment in India, and the there was hardly any
enforcement of these laws. The environment was treated
as a ‘free’ entity and any industry could pollute the air and
water without any restrictions. Whether it was our rivers,
air, groundwater - the environment was being polluted and

the health of people disregarded.
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2l G WEsl 9 7 FHad gHaq wEie & wEa e,
afesw 39 wguw | fged & fou S «ft @4 7= F g2
sfent 9 981 #9369 foerd 9 98 99 9&dr ot

ATrel JTEaT A 9FiET0 & HEl F el Har § o XA w53
@ T8 @ FEH | et sedet T e a1
g S 39 FEH | fad ff we 92 9 o) 399 o
T2 eE™ T % g wA 9% fFe ot #uer @, 3
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Thus, not only was UC a beneficiary of lower safety

standards, it didn’t have to spend any money to clean up
the pollution. In the U.S.A., this 1s a necessary part of the
production process.

The Bhopal disaster brought the issue of environment to

the forefront. Several thousands of persons who were not
associated with the factory in any way were greatly affected
because of the poisonous gases leaked from the plant. This
made people realise that the existing laws, though weak,
only covered the individual worker and not persons who
might be injured due to industrial accidents.
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THauTaral s diat] a1 3= & o 39 <959 9 fAued &
feru 99 19 FEE & 9% 9Rd SR A 99iel0] & 9] |
T A FAC| TFTE0] ] THEE Te9H & fog 3591 Hem
gretl 1 &1 S HER 9 SF o 39 19 99 98 ot
TR YFiE0 W el difedi &1 ff ' s\ a1 & 3R 39
Fad ArEifTE faem & fau Tw 78 e sn g

In response to this pressure from environmental activists
and others, in the years following the Bhopal gas tragedy,
the Indian government introduced new laws on the
environment. Henceforth, the polluter was to be held
accountable for the damage done to environment. The
environment i1s something that people over generations will
share, and 1t could not be destroyed merely for industrial
development.
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el A WY YgE % HATYFR HI Sitad o Hifds
sAfr =1 fewm Tad U +3 Hoa faw gum
FHR 99 fagr T3 (1991) & 4 gaied =g
A Fa f& S &1 sfvwr gfaum & 9=8% 21 & g4
U Hifers AR 2 3R 399 YguU-Had g4 SR g

sfysr «ff wfge 21 98 9@R 1 faoed & 5 98
YEHT T I A, AEE H WE @A S S I @ 3

W qR JEH @H e fee A SR gfEmad @ w5

The courts also gave a number of judgments upholding the
right to a healthy environment as intrinsic to the Fundamental
Right to Life. In Subbash Kumar vs. State of Bihar (1991), the
Supreme Court held that the Right to Life 1s a Fundamental
Right under Article 21 of the Constitution and it includes
the right to the enjoyment of pollution-free water and air
for full enjoyment of life. The government 1s responsible for
setting up laws and procedures that can check pollution, clean
rivers and introduce heavy fines for those who pollute.
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Environment as a Public Facility

In recent years, while the courts have come out with
strong orders on environmental issues, these have
sometimes affected people's livelihoods adversely.

For instance, the courts directed industries in residential
areas in Delhi to close down or shift out of the city.
Several of these industries were polluting the
neighbourhood and discharge from these industries was
polluting the river Yamuna, because they had been set
up without following the rules.

But, while the court's action solved one problem, it
created another. Because of the closure, many workers
lost their jobs. Others were forced to go to far-away
places where these factories had relocated. And the
same problem now began to come up in these areas -
for now these places became polluted. And the issue of
the safety conditions of workers remained unaddressed.



RA § YFEid T8 W g0 9 SgEYE 9 98 a9 9 3
% & o3 o & o wiew # fHa @ w9 o €, e 9
HFR Tl F G H FE § TE w@al 9o 399 9 agd
1 7% o U H A ® F W B g R & and ateEt
1 T2 TIET A YUY Tl aelt Hiagal Hi el & 9l
& S =i, S a8 gum ¥ 78 o R Tes agd W
S 1 TA-0 W T § S TRl 21 Sl U a0 Ee
Tie & 91§ SREhdl 9% W@ € 961 390 W% Fagd #i
e & a4 @ R e T s w® 8

3| A T8 FEHE e i ¢ o == A &
= Tt 1 fire 9 39 oF qiw 98 2 5 e
FREFA § 7@ WS dhAH A W F AEH W
IR 3 3Ea fou anr #1 +t =feu 5 9w FEm #:
WA 3R 7eE 31 39 WU e gl WO SEE F
2 3 @ WA & TR St 9= S 3R e 9
ol 1 gida vaE &1 sfysr o fae smem

BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

Recent research on environmental issues in India has
highlighted the fact that the growing concern for the
environment among the middle classes is often at the
expense of the poor. So, for example, slums need to be
cleaned as part of a city's beautification drive, or as in
the case above, a polluting factory is moved to the
outskirts of the city. And while this awareness

of the need for a clean environment is increasing, there
is little concern for the safety of the

workers themselves.

The challenge is to look for solutions where everyone
can benefit from a clean environment. One way this can
be done is to gradually move to cleaner technologies and
processes in factories. The government has to encourage
and support factories to do this. It will need to fine
those who pollute. This will ensure that the workers
livelihoods are protected and both workers and
communities living around the factories enjoy a safe
environment.
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F1 UF 92 A T 1998 F AR = =
[areq =AeE 1 W9 FE FEen 4 Emissions from vehicles are a major cause of

77 sy faa f faeeht d dom 9 environmental pollution. In a series of rulings
o1 g1 991 9 aed SRS (1998 onwards), the Supreme Court had
e 1\ (W) fm W e ordered all public transport vehicles using diesel
F1) 79 varEl | feee 99 vEd & :E:;)toAswitch tlo C'onzressed Na.tura:IG?s -
Wwﬁmmmﬁl . As a result of this move, air pollution in

cities like Delhi came down considerably. But a

@i H& B §RE Qe THEHe recent report by the Center for Science and

(74 feeeit) #1 wF amn foR 9 Fw Environment, New Delhi, shows the presence of
T fF T A faie el +1 = high levels of toxic substance in the air. This is
FIW F91 21 4 faue oY 2e #5 due to emissions from cars run on diesel (rather
TN Z9E 9 961 91t a9i/41 & than petrol) and a sharp increase in the number

FHU 971 7 @ T of cars on the road.
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Workers outside closed factories.

TSR 57 91 & a1 g R W Thrown out of work, many of the workers end
m’fﬁa SR 1 fERTel worgd F up as small traders or as daily-wage labourers.
o € T HIGU F ' ¥ At B Some might find work in even smaller

FR@F ¥ F19 e 2 S8l & e production units, where the conditions of work
g 9 S S9Ie I o B # 3R are even more exploitative and the

Eral EF'T" 1 frafy aiv ot =31 enforcement of laws weaker.

FHGR Bidl 2
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T YRl TR & foh T Iga uwel o |t vl &t =g fuer 87
T 3TTAeh! TATET0T i THT o 31T aiier fa@rs 34 22 ST | <=t i

Do you think everyone got justice in the case cited above?

Can you think of other ways in which the environment can be
protected? Discuss in class.




BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES

ﬁmm A9 ﬁﬂﬁ 311'{ m . Advanced countries are relocating the toxic and
I Hl faFreia M A A SN ® 2 hazardous industries to developing countries to
af#F 29 291 & FHIR E'Ffﬂ &1 Wwrger  take advantage of the weaker laws in these
331 TF 3R FE 2 F - countries and keep their own countries safe.

W . & South Asian countries - particularly India,
@ T I o <, @A | Bangladesh and Pakistan - play hosts for

A, AR SR R - industries producing pesticides, asbestos or

FIZAYF, U2 999 a1 91 5% 9 processing zinc and lead.

Y &1 SEfda F3E ae FREE Sl Ship-breaking is another hazardous industry that

92 T W 39 T8l 9o © 2 is growing rapidly in South Asia. Old ships no
longer in use, are sent to ship-yards in
Bangladesh and India for scrapping. These ships
contain potentially dangerous and harmful
substances. This photo shows workers breaking
down a ship in Alang, Gujarat.
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Conclusion

rc-ﬂeee-sa.an_m_man.\.amnuml, whether this be the
market, office or factory so as to protect peGple from unfdir
practices. Private companies, contractors, busingst

in order to make higher profits, resort to ytair practices

such as paying workers low waggz(l : ing children for
work, ignoring the conditions gf v ignoring the damage
to the environment (and hfence to thL\yZoplc in the

neighbourhood) etc.

persons,
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T4 H Y&R &I TH 3eH faweit a8 a+dl_2 ae st
W%mﬁn—aﬂaﬁﬁﬂaﬁﬁﬁ? ,
w%%vfaqwm,mmw
I 9 IR Hl FHad HEl A , afcsh 3!
&Nt T AEU SR FTA FHGR 8 R 3761 &l &1

T o1 7 foman ST a1 399 9 TR 8 Sl 81 S T
FES 39 A 1 Hed ¢

\ major role of the govefhment,
theattrvrses of private companies By making, enforcing
and upholding laws so as to prevent unfair practices and
ensure social justice. This means that the government has
to make ‘appropriate laws’ and also has to enforce the laws.
Laws that are weak and poorly enforced can cause sertous
harm, as the Bhopal gas tragedy showed.
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g fown 4 w@R #1 @ fouied a9d & €, 3w @ o
TaE STAF s S9ral 3R TR S &1 9979 o feqa §
FM FH & fau a9 F gFd 81 59 F 294 vgd 2@,
e U U faeg @ Sl @il 4 SHfed o fore g9 s
2 3R e 3 =y e F sfusr F1 e
AMYFR & ®9 § Saq &1 AT 37 9F 21 39 FJAE H
T4 79 9d W SR faan € fF & =6 39 ae & fore e
IS Aifey f @ amaEte #1 giasn gawi fbe) 36 @@
gy AfERl (AT wW F AMFER, FE FETar 3R
aHarfaa wEfefaa &1 afusr) & 43 9 ot a5 g
FIF @UE 2| @ F] 39 9/ & @U@ IS 9ifen
foF wm % sfyw| #1 E & fau 9@ F1E a9 S
aifsr Fas! Saq &1 AfuFr e 9=

While the government has a leading role in this respect,
people can exert pressure so that both private companies
and the government act in the interests of society.
Environment, as we saw, 1s one example where people have
pushed a public cause and the courts have upheld the right
to healthy environment as intrinsic to the Right to Life. In
this chapter, we have argued that people now must demand
that this facility of healthy environment be extended to all.
Likewise, workers’ rights (right to work, right to a fair
wage and decent work conditions) 1s an area where the
situation 1s still very unfair. People must demand stronger
laws protecting workers’ interests so that the Right to Life
1s achieved for all.
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Exercises

1. Talk to two workers (For example, construction workers, farm workers, factory workers, workers
at any shop) to find out if they are receiving the minimum wages laid down by law.

2. What are the advantages to foreign companies in setting up production in India?
3. Do you think the victims of the Bhopal gas tragedy got justice? Discuss.

4. What do we mean when we speak of law enforcement? Who is responsible for enforcement?
Why is enforcement so important?

5. How can laws ensure that markets work in a manner that is fair? Give two examples to support
your answer.

6. Imagine yourself to be a worker working in a chemical factory, which has received orders from
the government to move to a different site 100 kms away from the present location. Write about
how your life would change? Read out your responses in the classroom.

7. Write a paragraph on the various roles of the government that you have read about in
this unit.

8. What are the sources of environmental pollution in your area? Discuss with respect to
(a) air; (b) water and (c) soil. What are the steps being taken to reduce the pollution?
Can you suggest some other measures?
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9. How was environment treated earlier? What has been the change in perception? Discuss.

R -

W\

T '
3 3
\ )

It's really cruel burdening kids like this. | had to hire that
boy to help my son!

10. What do you think the famous cartoonist R.K.

Laxman is trying to convey in this cartoon?
How does it relate to the 2016 law that you
read about on page 1037



BY : KARAN SIR NCERT CLASS - VIII - POLITY - KHAN GLOBAL STUDIES
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ZaR ufae (SE-T9R) /a5 78R FT1 [ Tpa F A AN @9 AR 39 W T=H wE & foau
AT F

11. You have read about the Bhopal gas tragedy and the on-going struggle. Students from countries
across the world have come together to support this struggle for justice. From protest marches
to awareness campaigns, you can read about their activities on the website
www.studentsforbhopal.com. The website also has resources such as photos, posters,
documentaries, victims' statements, etc.

Use this and other sources to make a wallpaper/exhibition on the Bhopal gas tragedy for your
classroom. Invite the whole school to see and talk about it.
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GLOSSARY

Consumer: An individual who buys goods for personal use and not for resale.

Producer: A person or organisation that produces goods for sale in the market. At
times, the producer keeps a part of the produce for his own use, like a farmer.

Investment: Money spent to purchase new machinery or buildings or training so as
to be able to increase/ modernise production in the future.

Workers" unions: An association of workers. Workers' unions are common in
factories and offices, but might be also found among other types of workers, say
domestic workers' unions. The leaders of the union bargain and negotiate with the
employer on behalf of its members. The issues include wages, work rules, rules
governing hiring, firing and promotion of workers, benefits and workplace safety.







