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Elephant conservation

Elephus maximus




African elephant Asian elephant

Larger Smaller
About 400,000 About 40,000

Vulnerable Endangered



Asian elephant Census 2017

Once in 5 years
Last census in 2012

This time it was synchronized across the
country

Much more accurate as its removes
errors due to duplication




gout from March to .
May 2017

Main agency:
Asian Nature Conservation

Foundation at IISc Bengaluru

Several NGOs also volunteered

No big role for Wil




‘ A bit less than 2012
" numbers — about 30,000

But, 2012 numbers might
have been higher due to
duplication

At present, trends show
that elephant number is
rising




Asian elephant Census 2017
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" 1. Karnataka
2. Assam

3. Kerala
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Started as a centrally funded‘ &
scheme

3 main objectives

Conservation

Reducing man-elephant
conflict

Ensuring wellbeing of
domesticated elephants




Started as a centrally funded |
scheme

Presently in 22 States / UTs

UPDATE:

Since 2015, the central share
has come down to 60% for all
States and 90% in case of
North Eastern States




b (Convention on
“International Trade in

Endangered Species of Wild

Fauna and Flora)
Launched in 2003 in Asia
India is a signatory

Many MIKE sites in India




RHINOCEROS CONSERVATION



5 species globally



sumatran Rhino

l]esc[iption The Sumatran rhino has been on earth
longer than any other living mammal

Weight 500 - 960 kg

Population <80

current range Sumatra (Indonesia) and Sabah
(Malaysia)

Habitat Dense highland and lowland tropical and
sub-tropical forests

Scientific name Dicerorhinus sumatrensis

More about the Sumatran Rhino




Javan Rhino

l]escﬂption The Javan rhino is possibly the rarest
large mammal on earth

Weight 900 - 2,300 kg
Population 67

Currentrange  Java (Indonesia)

Habitat Tropical and Subtropical Moist Broadleaf
Forests

Scientific name Rhinoceros sondaicus

More about the Javan Rhino



Black Rhino

Desc[iption Black rhinos are the smaller of the two
African species

Weight 900 - 1,350 kg
Population Between 5,040 and 5,458

Current range Kenya, Namibia, South Africa,
Swaziland, Tanzania, Zimbabwe,
Zambia, Botswana, Malawi

Habitat Tropical and Subtropical Grasslands,
Savannas, and Shrublands; Deserts and
Xeric Shrublands

Scientific name Diceros bicornis

More about the Black Rhino




White Rhino

Desc[iption Also known as the Square-lipped rhino,
White rhinos are 'mowing-machines'!

Weight 1,800 - 2,500 kg
Population Between 19,666 and 21,085

Current range South Africa, Botswana, Kenya, Namibia,
Swaziland, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Uganda

Habitat Tropical and Subtropical Grasslands,
Savannas and Shrublands

scientific name Ceratotherium simum

L

v ‘ More about the White Rhino
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Greater One-Horned Rhino

Desc[iption Greater one-horned rhinos are semi-
aquatic and often take up residence in
swamps, forests and riversides

Weight 1,800 - 2,500 kg
Population 3,550

Current range India and Nepal

Habitat Tropical and Subtropical Grasslands,
Savannas, and Shrublands

Scientific name Rhinoceros unicornis

More about the Greater One-Horned Rhino




DISTRIBUTION OF GREATER ONE-HORNED RHINO

- ™ f‘xﬁ—'n
P e e \
- & — \
- ___1' —\\
4 § 2 .
| N —d Ny
) — S N
v1 - 5 yll
4’// 7~ l“
[
1
~——
\\
/ $
. N
PAKISTAN oo 2f \
;
/ 3
d \‘\ -
J ) W A
I / e ——
/ P g "N
‘// } e ™
/ N 37 N
/ — v
/ el );\,
/ J I ) A LN
— ’ N Ny
/ i~ e ) ,/r S )
: {/ BHUTAN (T
2 {: Orang  Kazirangs
\ P, = IR
e JGoruman —; Jeep T B A : 5
- . N |
) Legend N3 \ Manas %
S Histoncal Distribubion L\-,JM.
\ | Current Distibution o -~ Laokhows-Burachapori {
\\_‘ I Potential Habitat ,/"
D f
g e INDIA /
= /
Rhino numbers by protected area ;
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Kaziranga National Park 2.401 - 2 o |2 I
¥ » ( The historic distribution
Katerniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary 2 \ of greater one-horned
Jaldapara National Park 200 rhinos, their current
Gorumara National Park 50 = habitat, and potential
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary 92 4P sites for reintroduction.
Orang National Park 100
Manas National Park 32
Dudhwa National Park krd
Chitwan National Park 605
Bardia National Park 29
Sukiaphanta Wildiife Reserve 8

Parsa Wildiife Reserve

* Figures as of October 2015




About Rhinos in India

Once roamed from Pakistan to the Indo-
Burmese border, and in parts of Nepal,

Bangladesh and Bhutan

Great decline in number by the beginning of
the 20th century - fewer than 200 individuals

in northern India and Nepal

Hunting and habitat loss




Present status

3700+ Greater Indian Rhinos in India, Nepal and Bhutan
~70% in Kaziranga National Park in Assam

This is worrisome for two reasons:

the park may have reached its carrying capacity and might not

be able to support any more rhinos

the entire species’ population could decimated because by a

disease outbreak, natural disaster, or another acute threat




Present threats

Poaching and illegal wildlife trade
Habitat loss

Frequent flooding




Indian Rhino Vision 2020

Launched in 2005

to attain a wild population of at least 3,000

greater one-horned rhinos

spread over seven protected areas in Assam

by the year 2020




IRV Strategy

Relocation from densely populated habitats
From Kaziranga National Park and Pabitora Wildlife Sanctuary
To Manas, Dibrusaikhowa, Laokhowa, Orang

Work with local communities and park and government
authorities to improve protection and monitoring of existing

populations

Improvement of landscape
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