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Dual Government in Bengal
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Dual Government In Bengal

+» As soon as Clive got the second governorship in Bengal, he implemented the system of
diarchy in Bengal. Under this system, the real power was with the Company but the burden
of administration was on the shoulders of the Nawab. Clive implemented this administrative
system in Bengal in 17765 AD. The main feature of this administrative system of Clive was
authority without responsibility and responsibility without authority.

+» According to the decree of 12 August 1765, Shah Alam had handed over the responsibility of
Diwani to the Company in exchange of Rs 26 lakh annually and the Company had to give Rs
53 lakh to the Nawab of Bengal for the work of Nizamat, the remaining part was to be kept
with itself. Was free to keep.

++ The Company got the right to appoint Diwan and Nizam. The Company appointed two
Deputy Diwans for civil work, Mohammad Raza Khan for Bengal and Shitab Rai for Bihar.
Mohammad Raza Khan was
appointed as Deputy Nizam.
In this way, all the civil and
Nizamat work continued to
be done by Indians only. In
the dual government
system, all the powers
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the Indians. This system \s
itself was called dual \

government system or dual
rule, which directly meant, two kings, the company and the Nawab. One had power and the
other had responsibility.

Due to implementation of diarchy system :- Clive believed that all the power was

with the Company and the Nawab had only a shadow of power. He had written to the Select

Committee that this name, this shade is necessary and we should accept it. He gave the

following reasons in favor of this -

1. If the Company clearly takes over political power then its true form will be revealed to the
people and probably all Indians will gather against it,

2. Probably the foreign companies like French, Dutch and Danes would not easily accept the
company's suzerainty and would not pay the company the taxes etc. which they had to pay
as per the orders of the Nawab.



3. Taking over clear political power would have led to bitterness between England and foreign
powers and possibly all these powers would have formed a front against England as
happened during the American War of Independence between 1778-80.

4. At that time, England did not even have such trained officers who could take charge of the
administration. Even the few people who were with the company were ignorant of Indian
customs and language.

5. The Court of Directors was not in favor of taking over the entire territory at that time
because it was likely to hinder the company's business. They were more interested in money
rather than territory.

6. Clive also understood that if he took over the political power of Bengal then probably the
English Parliament would start interfering in the work of the Company.

Company benefits from dual governance system :-

1. The Company had complete control over the power of Bengal while they did not have any
kind of accountability.

2. Indians could now be blamed for the failures of governance while the Company enjoyed the
profits.

ill effects of dual government system :- The system of administration established
by Clive was ineffective and impractical. This spread anarchy and confusion in Bengal. The
following side effects emerged -

1. Due to the laxity of the Nizamat, the law and order situation in the country became weak.
The Nawab no longer had the power to enforce laws and deliver justice. The company did
not accept the responsibility of administration. The people of Bengal had to suffer a lot in
such chaos.

2. Agriculture declined due to dual rule. The right to collect land tax was given every year to
the highest bidder who had any permanent interest in agricultural development.

3. Wasn't. The amount of tax kept increasing every year. Fed up, the farmers gave up farming
and the rent was collected so strictly that the farmers had to pay the rent by mortgaging
their property and selling their children. Naturally, in such a situation, farmers' interest in
farming decreased.

4. In such a situation, the famine in 17770 AD and the company not making any efforts to help
the people proved to be unfavorable from the economic point of view. Even in this
situation, the company employees earned more profit by increasing the prices of the goods.

5. Due to economic chaos and collapse of agriculture, trade and commerce also became bad.
Due to the corruption of the company employees and their greed for wealth, their personal
income increased but the condition of Bengal became poor.

6. The Company stopped sending money from England to buy Indian goods, as a result, they
bought Indian goods from the revenue received from Bengal and sold them abroad. This
money was considered as the cost capital of the company and was considered in the profit
of the company. In this process, about 57 lakh pounds were withdrawn from Bengal in 1766-
67 and 68 AD. The adverse effect of this dual rule was that the province became poor as a
result of the withdrawal of money from Bengal.



7. Dyarchy also destroyed industries. The textile industry of Bengal suffered huge losses. The
Company tried to discourage the silk industry of Bengal because it caused damage to the
silk industry of England.

8. Native artisans were harassed so much that they left the business and became ascetics or
dacoits. The weavers got their thumbs cut so that they would not have to prepare clothes
for the company. As a result, the cottage industries of Bengal were destroyed.

9. Due to dual rule, the moral decline of Bengali society also started. Farmers realized that if
they produced more, they would have to pay more taxes, so it was better to produce just
enough to survive. Similarly, the weaver who had realized that he could not enjoy the
benefits of his hard work, was therefore not determined to produce good quality produce.
Thus, the work culture of Bengal was also affected due to dual rule. |

Regarding the ill effects of dual rule, Sir George
Cornwall had said in the British House of Commons that 'l can say with certainty that in any
civilized country of the world there was no government more corrupt, false and bad than
the government of the East India Company till 17765-84. was not.'




