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Questions for Practice

In the present times, the Chief Election .0 HHA A HEY TATd IT+d H1 AgfFa
Commissioner is appointed by the  ITsgqfd @RI UH TU HIATY $T RGN W)
president on the recommendation of a

selection committee. Who among the $Y m %l fArafaf@a & ¥ st 939 A
following are members of the Selection HSE

Committee? 3’7 g—)

1. Prime Minister J(Z Wmma;m
2. Head of Indian National Congress  )~3. mmtﬁﬁ
3. Union Cabinet Minister a'.’rs'
ol EF | Fdd TH
= d R ar
a. Only one & Tt e
b. Only two 3| S AGT

c. All three

d. None



Questions for Practice

Consider the following statements regarding
AFSPA

1. If reasonable suspicion exists, the army
can also arrest a person without a warrant.

2. A disturbed area can be declared only by
the Union govt as per AFSPA.

3. Armed forces have the authority to prohibit
a gathering of five or more persons in an
area under AFSPA

How many statements given above is/are
correct?

a. Only one
b. Only two
c. All three

d. None

AFSPA & day ¥ Rafafea sy=i ww far &%

AT RS Ay =
X SN S

Amndrn A

E%ﬁqwmm‘ﬂﬁ?f??
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Questions for Practice

Consider the following statements with Bi'a'!fﬂ'!l qaTag ¥ ey 7 Fafaf@a syt
R fdar &3

respect to International Court of Justice

1. It is a specialized agency of the United et . -

2. In the IC]), a person alleged of war 2. anﬁﬂﬁ s g& AU & IR afed w
crimes can be prosecuted 7 YHGHT T o Tl 8 T

3. It was established in the post cold war )( mﬁm:ﬁag&%m%gﬂﬁaﬁﬂf

era.

::-I::egwt;ny statements given above is/are mfmmﬁmﬁmvﬂ%f?"
a. Only one Eed mw

b. Only two dh e 2

c. All three GUHE I IE

d. None l/él aﬁiqﬁ



Questions for Practice

Windsor framework is an
agreement between:

a. India and Germany
b. Germany and UK
c. European Union and UK

d. European Union and India

fdfewr »puad fousd &9 e
W

a) YR 3R s

b) s+t 3 fere=
/)ﬁtﬂnﬁuaﬁvﬁ%ﬂ

d) TR HY 3R URA




Questions for Practice

Recently a species called g 8 # fFiwde Y9 e
Dinoflagellate algae has been weITfa &1 3@ T 8
spotted in a) f <Rt
a. Chilika lake F
b. Kumbalgani
. c) Ix ufddt fgwrerg
c. North western Himalayas d) 3 o

d. Bay of Bengal



Questions for Practice

frafafaa 7 @ fFaa IS vt gl &2
How many of the following pairs :
are correctly matched? 74 i mﬂﬂﬁﬁ_ﬂl_ﬁ_ N ’lhw
1. Mount Merapi - Japan 2 arauﬂ-ﬂ_ﬁm o
2. Aleppo - Syria /w‘gai_f- i
3. Sanliurfa - Turkey /L&ﬁmg—_
4. Odessa - Ukraine IS
Code U | I TP
a. Only one & s at
b. Only two 1.)6' Faw A
c. Only three g

d. All four



UPSC

TR e ARA I(PL 2 CHZ thY
> Ty dem g Wre (Ssguwa) 1993 A Afie Sreary Rfa Rul yeRa s wre

\

> Rt | uar gaar g & fed 39 auf & &1 41 9o & 38 uvEe & aasie, a9 2015-2022

RIS 1R 33 wad T a 4| /\

> 2022 531 OT 6af JaQ TH a9 y1, AfYF 3Wd ITIETH 1850-1900 F N A 1.15
ARy 3iftrs ur

“~
> AfiP TR W P9 SRTRITES (sil2) Bt Figar 415.7 {1 ufa fafera= ar gd-shenfire
(1750)$mm£9%wu§an'§,mtﬂv)3_z_62% 3} ATTH ATRZS 124% TP Ugd
Té| L o -

> FgER 2021 3R AATER 2022 & dI9 TWRART Bt Aierg # N¥aq 1.3 Hiew J ifys @t
HH 3@ 7E - o) o ove & oiua A Fel oifve a3t g 2




< State of Global Climate Report 2022

» The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has been publishing the State of the
Global Climate report since 1993

» The report shows that the years 2015-2022 were the eight warmest years on record,

despite the cooling impact of a La Nina event for the past three years.

» 2022 was the 5th or 6th warmest year, with a global mean temperature 1.15°C above the
1850-1900 average

Y

The concentration of carbon dioxide (CO2) reached 415.7 parts per million globally, or
149% of the pre-industrial (1750) level, while methane reached 262% and nitrous oxide
hit 124%.

» The glaciers saw an average thickness loss of more than 1.3 metres between October 2021

and October 2022 — a loss much larger than the average over the last decade.



o Monfae § §'\"ﬁ e <* Buzi Bridge in Mozambique
> HURd & fae=r vt 3 vienias d gt T8 W
717 HieX @4 g &1 WY a%ga: Igure o, > External Affairs Minister of India

Wl HRd WRHR DI Rargdt BT gﬁw & also virtually inaugurated a 717
ded A9 UBhoI-d SWPIRCaR fafies grr meter-long bridge over River
4TS o1 781 132 fHdt o<t weo &1 = 2 Buzi in Mozambique that forms a

part of the 132 km long road
being constructed by M/s Afcons
Infrastructure Ltd. under the
Government of India’s

concessional Line of Credit.
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S S5 NN
2 JAvHSY RradE

> IR ¥ 9ieal | 99 31 TR o RareE €, ed @ 99 g - e swa pm A6
3 foFa1 8 - WRid®T UYH Parantaka | (907-953 AD) & XTHAHT BT g |

> T & IR P favgd favor werm #3d § iR serert ok oo Aarsit gr
38 URd & AP SIHABT & e & YAV & ©9 ¥ Igyd fHar mar g

> JATHSY FEI ¢ 2: IUTHTR g HratgRA ford d Ra 8, &t 398 J v 90 et gfémor
GRS T s

> TS, U8 UP BIST UEX ¢ 3R 2011 B TUMET & ATIR SUD! ATETG T 25,000 A1 78
Ueord 3R 9 A & SR AT srua efaeRie wiesl & fore s wman 21

> Rreea | gare?

> Rrarea R 9YT, g AT YT F STHSTS BT faawor a1 g

> mmmwﬁmmasmﬁmmmm




> mmﬁmﬁmw%%mmmﬁmm anmmq REL|
w{ﬁmqahvﬁ@zrﬁm 3R gt a@ b 37 aRfRfGr § oft R 32 geran o1 e o7

> THP Jaral, it WTE) SR Il & e, Rremra ve IRy $t avE § - g8 99T F gl B
Rraeival & |1y-a1y 39 9wl & fUerR ot darsit ST &1 qui Sar |

> gfe T &1 U (AR A gRT WMHA & IoI) didbdd &1 e AfHard ued g, o
FTATE R TWHR St TP WUITel BT quid HdT @ oIl 9T UTa- Bl g




< Uttaramerur Inscription

» Uttaramerur has multiple inscriptions spanning centuries, the most famous one - being
referred to by Modi - is from the reign of Parantaka | (907-953 AD).

» These provide a detailed description of the village’'s self-governance and have been cited
by historians and political leaders alike as evidence of India’s history of democratic
functioning.

Where is Uttaramerur?: Uttaramerur lies in present-day Kanchipuram district,

v!

approximately 90 km southeast of Chennai

» Today, it is a small town and had a population of roughly 25,000 in the census of 2011. It is
known for its historic temples built during Pallava and Chola rule.

» What does the inscription say?

» The inscription gives details of the functioning of the local sabha, i.e. the village assembly.



» A sabha was an assembly exclusively of brahmans and had specialised committees tasked
with different things.

» The Uttaramerur inscription details how members were selected, the required
qualifications, their roles and responsibilities, and even the circumstances in which they
could be removed.

» Furthermore, for all intents and purposes, the inscription is like a constitution - it
describes both the responsibilities of members of the sabha as well as the limitations to
the authority of these members.

» If the rule of law (rather than rule by personal diktat) is an essential component of a
democracy, the Uttaramerur inscription describes a system of government which follows

just that.t



2 AN®T 3R freiidi & St arfereras sna™

> AYad T AR R fretdia A 3(u=T 3@ 9% &1 Jad a37
I W = FR fear 8, ford gfémor @9 9rR A ge wiee
U A139-BTaR 3 e gl

> diferedd ATH® aifYe rdsd | 17,000 | fte A yrmr @
e &, forad s 12,200 sifYet e, feeidie weea 9@t

(TUHUY) & 5,400 TS 3R 1Y B S forar Gfgd s 3= &
gfafafr wnfae g1

> ATNTTERT # ST &1 Adad ‘o9 J ST giar g




+ Balikatan Drills between the US and the Philippines
» The United States and the Philippines have begun their largest-ever military drills, which

will include a live-fire exercise on a sunken ship in the South China Sea.

» More than 17,000 soldiers are taking part in the annual event, known as Balikatan, with
about 12,200 American troops, 5,400 members of the Philippines armed forces (AFP) as

well as representatives from other countries, including Australia.

» Balikatan means ‘shoulder to shoulder’ in Tagalog.
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2 ¥P FHIIAY (AKA TR ), Ugel! TR 3t 2019 H @71 71T, ST a9 Hdl R 99T 9
qTeT U TR Afp b iid, WHTA 3R 1 AqduR-U-U-HidH ( Mas ) 2!
> Y@ P Uars 32-fde iR 64-fae fasiwr-snuiva Rew ) dwfia 37 & fae
v fPar man g1

UrHas, PRIl afde R 3T Hagie ST & aférd Hal el
> 2022 B YIATT H, THF & ARABI 1 U ST W Tb g5 P YU & BRI
IR ¥ | ufk=ma 9 &= e

> gTale, 9 2022 H, YPIF TP a1 S¥bIvl & 91y dter, forad 39 gfardt eran
3R I ave | yAfHfia dets fe o




%* Raccoon Stealer

>

‘,‘f

Y

v

Y

Raccoon Infostealer (AKA Racealer), first observed in April 2019, is a simple but popular,

effective, and inexpensive Malware-as-a-Service (MaaS$) sold on Dark Web forums.

Raccoon’s payload is designed to infect 32-bit and 64-bit systems Windows-based

systems.

Raccoon stealer targets browser autofill passwords, history, and cookies, credit cards,

usernames, passwords, cryptocurrency wallets, and other sensitive data.

In early 2022, Raccoon’s maintainers shut down operations temporarily due to the impact

of the Ukraine war on its members.

However, in June 2022, Raccoon returned with an updated version, including upgraded

infrastructure and a completely rebuilt payload.
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<+ Water Bodies: First Census Report

» The Ministry of Jal Shakti has released the report of India’s first water bodies census
» Itis a comprehensive data base of ponds, tanks, lakes, and reservoirs in the country.

» The census was conducted in 2018-19, and enumerated more than 2.4 million water

bodies across all states and Union Territories.

v'f

As per the report, 24,24,540 water bodies have been enumerated in the country, out of
which 97.1% (23,55,055) are in rural areas and only 2.9% (69,485) are in urban areas.

» West Bengal has highest number of ponds & reservoirs, whereas Andhra Pradesh has
highest number of tanks, Tamil Nadu has highest number of lakes and Maharashtra is the

leading state for water conservation scheme



» A major proportion of water bodies i.e., 83.7% (20,30,040) are in use whereas remaining
16.3% (3,94,500) are not in use on account of drying up, construction, siltation, destroyed

beyond repair, salinity and other reasons

Y

Most of the water bodies are used in pisciculture, followed by irrigation, ground water

recharge and domestic/drinking purpose.

» 55.2% (13,38,735) of water bodies are owned by private entities whereas 44.8% (10,85,805)

of water bodies are in the domain of public ownership.

» Out of all public owned water bodies, maximum water bodies are owned by Panchayats,
followed by State Irrigation /State WRD

» 78% (18,90,463) of enumerated water bodies are man-made whereas the remaining 22%
(5,34,077) are natural water bodies.



% AR AEH
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“* Morel Mushroom
» It is known worldwide for its meaty texture, robust flavor and to ward off free radicals
that cause ageing

» They are found on the foothills of the Himalayas, also known as “gucchi”

» The mushrooms cannot be cultivated commercially and grow in conifer forests across
temperature regions, and the foothills in Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, and Jammu and
Kashmir.

» And it takes months for villagers to collect enough of these mushrooms, dry them and

bring them to the market.
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< Tamil Nadu’s Manamadurai pottery gets Gl tag

- What makes these pots unique?

» A unique type of clay is sourced from water bodies like Nedunkulam, Nathapurakki, Sundaranadappu,
Seikalathur to make these pots.

» While making these pots, the five elements of nature namely earth, water, fire, sun and air are used.

The basic material for pottery is mud, which represents the earth. Mud is mixed with water, another

Y

element of nature.

» This is followed by baking in fire, adding the third element.

Y

The air percolates through the pores in the clay, marking the fourth element. And finally, the cavity
enclosed by the pot or any related article represents space.

» Manamadurai Ceramics recently received a Geographical Indication (Gl) label, recognizing it as a

distinct regional product.
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“ Gl tags
» A geographical indication or Gl is a sign used on products that have a specific

geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin

» In India, Geographical Indications registration is administered by the Geographical
Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act of 1999.

» The Act would be administered by the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade
Marks- who is the Registrar of Geographical Indications.

- Who can apply for the registration of a geographical indication?

» Any association of persons, producers, organisation or authority established by or under

the law can apply

» An authorised user has the exclusive rights to the use of geographical indication in

relation to goods in respect of which it is registered.



» The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years. It can be

renewed from time to time for further period of 10 years each.
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% Kochi Water Metro

» The project is expected to reduce pollution and traffic congestions in the city and also ease
access to business areas on the mainland for urban households situated along the Kochi

lakeshore.

» The project is intending to use the inland waterways in and around Kochi the major share of the
waterways are - National Waterways ( NW3) - 40%, Cochin Port Trust Waters - 33%, existing

routes under irrigation - 20%, other inland waters -7%.

» The proposed Water Metro Project comprises of fifteen (15) identified routes connecting thirty
eight (38) jetties across ten (10) island communities and 2 boatyards.

» The overall length of the line lengths of these 15 routes is 76.2 line kilometres.

» The Kochi Water Metro project has a total value of 819 crores and major part of which is

financed under Indo-German Financial Cooperation with a long-term loan agreement of 85

million
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* SVAMITVA Scheme
It is a Central Sector Scheme of Ministry of Panchayati Raj

Y

"f

Objective: To provide clear ownership of property in rural
inhabited (“Abadi”) areas

How? By mapping of land parcels using drone technology
and providing ‘Record of Rights’ to village household
owners.

Y

What else? Issuance of legal ownership cards (Property
cards/Title deeds) to the property owners.

How it will help? facilitating monetisation of properties and
enabling bank loan; reducing property related disputes;
comprehensive village level planning, Determination of

property tax,
» SVAMITVA Scheme of Ministry of Panchayati Raj won the
National Award for e-Governance 2023 (Gold) for

Application of Emerging Technologies for Providing Citizen
Centric Services.

Y
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