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** General Consent to CBI
< What is CBI?

» A body established through the resolution of Central Government under the provisions
of Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946

» It is the main investigating agency of the Central Government.

» It investigates crime of corruption, economic offences and serious and organized crime

other than terrorism

» Appointment by Central government on the recommendation of a three-member
committee consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha and the Chief Justice of India or Judge of the Supreme Court nominated
by him.
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» Section 4B of the DSPE Act provides that persons appointed as directors under it shall
“continue to hold office for a period of not less than two years from the date on which

he assumes office".
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Recent Move: The Centre has come up with ordinances that allow it to award an
extension of up to a maximum of three years to the CBlI and ED chiefs after the

completion of their normal run of two years in office.

The CBI functions under the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions of the
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central government, and is exempted from the purview of the Right to Information (RTI)
Act largely, however, in various cases, it has to give information as per the orders of the

judiciary.
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J Why Does CBI need consent?

» The CBI is governed by the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act (DPSEA). This law
makes the CBI a special wing of Delhi Police and thus its original jurisdiction is limited
to Delhi.

» For other matters, the CBl needs the consent of the state government in whose
territorial jurisdiction, the CBIl has to conduct an investigation. This is unlike other
central government agencies, for example, the National Investigation Agency (NIA),

which by law, enjoys an all-India jurisdiction.

» There are two types of consent for a probe by the CBl. These are: general and specific.
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» When a state gives general consent to the CBI for probing a case, the agency is not
required to seek fresh permission every time it enters that state in connection with

investigation or for every case.

» When general consent is withdrawn, CBI needs to seek case-wise consent for investigation
from the concerned state government. If specific consent is not granted, the CBI officials

will not have the power of police personnel when they enter that state

< When Can CBI investigate?

» The central government can authorize CBI to investigate such a crime in a state but only

with the consent of the concerned state government.

» The Supreme Court and High Courts, however, can order CBI to investigate such a crime

anywhere in the country without the consent of the state.”
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» Also, The CBI would investigate old cases registered when general consent existed.

» At the same time, cases registered anywhere else in the country, but involving people
stationed in states which have withdrawn consent, would allow CBI’s jurisdiction to

extend to these states.



“* Lightweight Payment System

» Context: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has conceptualised a lightweight payment and
settlements system, which it is calling a “bunker” equivalent of digital payments, which
can be operated from anywhere by a bare minimum staff in exigencies such as natural

calamities or war.

» The lightweight and portable payment system is expected to operate on minimalistic

hardware and software, and would be made active only on a “need basis

» The infrastructure for this system will be independent of the technologies that underlie

the existing systems of payments such as UPI, NEFT, and RTGS.

» The system is expected to process transactions that are critical to ensure the stability of

the economy, including government and market related transactions.
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» It is also likely to act as a bunker equivalent in payment systems and thereby enhance
public confidence in digital payments and financial market infrastructure even during

extreme conditions
J UTKARSH 2.0

» Launched by RBI for 2023-25

» The Vision in Utkarsh 2.0 that will guide the Reserve Bank of India over the period 2023-

25 are:
» Excellence in performance of its functions;

Strengthened trust of citizens and Institutions in the RBI;

‘,f
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Enhanced relevance and significance in national and global roles;

» Transparent, accountable and ethics-driven internal governance;
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J National Bank for Financing Infrastructure & Development
e ——————————————

» It has been established under the provisions of the National Bank for Financing

Infrastructure and Development Act, 2021

» It aims to support the development of long-term non-recourse infrastructure financing
in India including development of bonds and derivatives markets necessary for

infrastructure financing and to carry on the business of financing infrastructure.

Vf

It has been set up as a corporate body with an authorized share capital of ¥1 lakh crore,
of which ¥20,000 crores has been invested by the central government as equity and

¥5,000 crores as a grant.

» It has the power to raise funds from both domestic and international markets through

various instruments, such as bonds, debentures, loans, deposits, and guarantees
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- Functions of NBFID include:

. extending loans and advances for infrastructure projects,
Il. taking over or refinancing such existing loans,

lll. attracting investment from private sector investors and institutional investors for

infrastructure projects,
IV. organising and facilitating foreign participation in infrastructure projects,

V. facilitating negotiations with various government authorities for dispute resolution in

the field of infrastructure financing, and

VI. providing consultancy services in infrastructure financing



1. gfardt erem uiatsErsit & fore wur v oiffm wera &7,

1. T HISST BN S &1 T YA« BT,

. g e uRaemnet & fore Aol a7 & Fawel ok dwire Al @ fFAaw
ATH YT BT,

Iv. giardt eiem uRaiearsit & fae=ft urfierdt &1 smater= ofik gfawn werm &=,

v. gfardt eid & faauivor & &3 § fdarg guu= & forg fafis et wiiteRo & Ty
qradid S YA UgH HA1, SR

vi. gfAardt g & fawatyor § wasf Jane ueE &0




J Kavach
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The KAVACH is an indigenously developed Automatic Train Protection (ATP) system by
the Research Design and Standards Organisation (RDSO) in collaboration with the Indian
industry.

Y

It is meant to provide protection by preventing trains to pass the signal at Red (which

marks danger) and avoid collision.

» It activates the train’s braking system automatically if the driver fails to control the train as

per speed restrictions.

» In addition, it prevents the collision between two locomotives equipped with functional

Kavach systems.

Y

The system also relays SoS messages during emergency situations.
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< PM SVANidhi Scheme

» PM SVANidhi is a central sector scheme launched by the Ministry of Housing & Urban
Affairs

» It aims to provide a working capital (loan) up to Rs 10,000 to a street vendor to resume

their business.
» No security is required from the street vendors for the loan.

» The vendors will be encouraged with a monthly cashback in the range of 50-100 in order

to promote digital transactions.

It has been extended till December 2024

Y
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J features of the scheme?

» The scheme provides a loan of up to 10,000 to street vendors.
» The amount can be repaid in monthly instaliments in the tenure of 1 year.
» Interest subsidy on timely/early repayment @7%

» Monthly cash-back incentive on digital transactions

J Eligibility criteria of the scheme

» All street vendors engaged in vending in urban areas as on or before March 24, 2020, can

avail of the loan.
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< Mission on Advanced and High-Impact Research (MAHIR)

» It has been launched Jointly by Ministry of Power and the Ministry of New and

Renewable Energy

» It aims to quickly identify emerging technologies in the power sector and develop them

indigenously, at scale, for deployment within and outside India.

» The Mission will be funded by pooling financial resources of the Ministry of Power,
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy and the Central Public Sector Enterprises under
the two Ministries.

‘f

It has been Planned for an initial period of five years from 2023-24 to 2027-28
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» The key objectives of the Mission are as follows:

» To identify emerging technologies and areas of future relevance for the Global Power

Sector and take up indigenous end-to-end development of relevant technologies

» To provide a common platform for Power Sector Stakeholders for collective
brainstorming, synergetic technology development and devise pathways for smooth

transfer of technology

» To support pilot projects of indigenous technologies (developed especially by Indian

Start-ups) and facilitate their commercialization
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» To leverage foreign alliances and partnerships to accelerate research & development of
advanced technologies and to build competencies, capabilities and access to advanced
technologies through bilateral or multilateral collaborations, thereby facilitating

exchange of knowhow and Technology Transfer.

» To seed, nurture and scale up scientific and industrial R&D and to create vibrant &

innovative ecosystem in the Power Sector of the country

» To make our Nation among the leading Countries in Power System related Technologies

& Applications development
. Areas Identified for Research
» Alternatives to Lithium-lon storage batteries
» Modifying electric cookers / pans to suit Indian cooking methods

» Green hydrogen for mobility (High Efficiency Fuel Cell)
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» Carbon capture

» Geo-thermal energy

» Solid state refrigeration.

» INano technology for EV battery

» ndigenous CRGO technology
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