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The deadline to freeze the administrative boundaries of
districts, tehsils and towns, among others, has been
extended till December 31, ruling out the Census exercise
before the 2024 General Elections.
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India’s Top 10 Most Populous States

State Total Population
Uttar Pradesh 199,812,341

Maharashtra 112,374,333

Bihar 104,099,452

West Bengal 91,276,115
05 | Madhya Pradesh 72,626,809
06 | Tamil Nadu 72,147,030
07 | Rajasthan 68,548,437
08 | Karnataka 61,095,297
09 | Gujarat 60,439,692
10 | Andhra Pradesh 49,386,799
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The Indian Census is the
largest single source of
statistical information on
various characteristics of
the people of India.

The Population
Census is a Union
Subject under Article
246 of the Indian
Constitution.
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The first census was conducted non-
synchronously in 1871 and the first
synchronous census was held across
different parts of the country
(undivided India) in 1881.

About
Census
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The Census Act was enacted in
1948 to provide a plan for
conducting population census
along with the duties and
responsibilities of census officers.
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The responsibility of

conducting this exercise
is with the Office of the
Registrar General and
Census Commissioner of
India, Ministry of Home
Affairs.
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Census organization
was set up on an ad-
hoc basis for each
census till the year
1951 census.

Census Operations . The Census Operations in India have been carried out in two phases:

First Phase: House Listing

and Housing Census

It provides comprehensive data on the
conditions of human settlements, housing

deficit and consequently the housing
requirements to be taken care of in the
formulation of housing policies.

Second Phase: Population
Enumeration

Each person is enumerated and her/his
individual particulars like Age, Marital
status, Religion, Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe, Mother tongue,
Education level, Disability, Economic
activity, Migration, Fertility (for
female) are collected.




Significance of Census

% Important source of information: The decadal census not only captures increases in population,
households, family units, but also gives detailed granular data on distribution of age, literacy, fertility and
migration.

% Upliftment of vulnerable sections: The Census data are used to determine the number of seats to be
reserved for SCs and STs in the Parliament, State legislatures, local bodies, and government services.

% Assessment of policies: The impact of various programmes like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, PM-GKAY can be
assessed.

% Assessment of social indicators: The Census data helps assess literacy and educational levels, employment
and income, migration, etc.

% Grants to states: The Finance Commission provides it on the basis of population figures available from the
Censusdata.
% Research using India's census data has produced thousands of doctorates, new insights into historic

policies (both blunders and successes), assisted in various fields, and area. Besides, the census data has also
provided a reliable economic history of the nation.

Census 2021

@ Therewasadelayinthe conduct of Census 2021 due to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic.

Implications of the Delay

Inefficiency in social disbursement: The current delay in
@ﬂ Migration data: Data on the latest

Census data would continue to deprive more than 10
estimate is necessary especially after

crore people of subsidised food entitlements, with the

witnessing the pandemic induced reverse . . . .
S biggest gaps in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, with 2.8 crore
migration in some states. ] ) )
and 1.8 crore projected exclusions, respectively.
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@g Various other government schemes
like pensions for the elderly could
miss their target by a huge margin

since accurate census estimates are
not available. Yojana, toilets constructed under Swachh Bharat,
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Age composition: The pandemic impact on age . .
International image: Our South
distribution in severely affected areas would be of Asian neighbours hgave conducted

In the absence of the census, accountability of the
government can't be ensured and conclusively

known such as houses built under PM AWAS

interest as it would give an indirect estimate on the thei q ite COVID
number of deaths. Due to lack of Census data, it is ‘e‘lr c'ensus.es espl‘ € o
. . . . . . difficulties, which can paint India in
impossible to either validate or reject the various bad lich

estimates of the number of deaths due to the pandemic. adlight.




The Census data will be collected digitally i.e. on Mobile App thus data will be
instantaneously ready for processing.

Also, a self-enumeration facility will be provided for the first time.

Information of households headed by a person from the transgender community
and members living in the family will be collected.

For the questions involving descriptive/non-numeric entries, a separate code
directory containing possible responses and codes for each such question has
been prepared for use by the enumerators.

With the pandemic behind us, there is no reason
to delay the census any further. Even though the
government is bound legally to conduct the
census according to the Census Act, 1948, but the
periodicity is missing. We need to follow the best

Forwa rd practices around the world such as in Japan
where the Census law mandates a census with
defined periodicity.
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