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epicentre seismic waves

fault Earthquakes
line Earthquakes occur along plate margins

(where plates meet). When plates move
past, towards or away from each other
the movement is not smooth. Friction
causes the plates to get stuck. This
causes pressure to build up.
Earthquakes occur when this build

up of pressure is released. The point
where the earthquake starts is

called the focus. Energy waves race
rapidly from this point.The point at ground
. level, directly above the focus, is called
focus fault line the epicentre.

(under ground)
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