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<+ Bhu-Aadhaar

» It is a 14-digit alpha-numeric unique ID generated using the longitude and latitude

coordinates of the land parcel.
» It is based on detailed surveys and geo-referenced cadastral maps.

» Cadastral maps, also known as Bhu Naksha, are digital land records that show the

boundaries of land parcels.
» It will cover all land parcels — rural as well as urban.

» It is an initiative of the Department of Land Records and is being implemented as part of
the Digital India Land Records Modernisation Programme (DILRMP),

» Itis a 100 per cent centrally funded scheme.

» So far, ULPIN has already been rolled out in 26 states and Union territories
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< International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)

» Itis a United Nations special agency and international financial institution
» It works to eradicate poverty and hunger in developing countries.
» IFAD focuses on rural poverty reduction, working with poor rural populations to:

e Eliminate poverty, hunger, and malnutrition
e Raise their productivity and incomes

e Improve the quality of their lives
» Itis a result of resolution adopted at the 1974 World Food Conference.

» IFAD is based in Rome, Italy, and is a member of the United Nations Development

Group.

» It has 177 member states, including India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka



» It has recently lauched Enhanced Linkages between Private Sector and Small-Scale

Producers (ELPS) initiative.

» It will facilitate cooperation between small agricultural producers in developing nations

and businesses in Japan and elsewhere
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“* UNITED NATIONS STATISTICAL COMMISSION

» Context: India has been elected to United Nations Statistical Commission for a four-year

term beginning January 1, 2024.
» It was established in 1946 under United Nation Department of Economic and Social Affairs
» It is a Functional Commission of the UN Economic and Social Council.

» It is the highest body of the global statistical system bringing together the Chief

Statisticians from member states from around the world.

» The Commission consists of 24 member countries of the United Nations elected by the
United Nations Economic and Social Council on the basis of an equitable geographical

distribution
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<+ Dabba trading
» Dabba trading is also known as box trading or bucket trading.

» It refers to an illegal practice of trading that takes place outside the purview of stock exchanges.

» Some traders and brokers bet on stock price movements without incurring a real transaction to

take physical ownership of a particular stock.
» Simply put, it is gambling centred around stock price movements.
» And, all these dabba transactions are settled in cash, leaving no trail.

The traders are not registered with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) either.

v

» Dabba trading is recognised as an offence under Section 23(1) of the Securities Contracts
(Regulation) Act (SCRA), 1956.

‘1

Upon conviction, investors and traders can face imprisonment for a term extending up to 10 years

or a fine up to Rs 25 crore or both.
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<+ GREEN DEPOSITS

» Green deposits are not very different from the regular deposits that banks accept from

their customers.

w‘!

The only major difference is that banks promise to earmark the money that they receive

as green deposits towards environment-friendly projects.

» For example, a bank may promise that green deposits will be used towards financing

renewable energy projects that fight climate change.

» A bank may also avoid using green deposits to invest in fossil fuel projects that are

considered harmful to the climate.

» A green deposit is just one product in a wide array of other financial products such as

green bonds that help investors put money into environmentally sustainable projects.



< RBI Framework for Green Deposits
» Itis not applicable to Regional Rural Banks, Local Area Banks and Payments Banks

» The banks will have to come up with a set of rules or policies approved by their respective

Boards that need to be followed while investing green deposits from customers.
» These rules need to be made public on the banks’ websites

The banks will have to disclose regular information about the amount of green deposits

Y

received, how these deposits were allocated towards various green projects, and the

impact of such investments on the environment.

A third-party will have to verify the claims made by banks regarding the projects in which

\ 4

the banks invest their green deposits as well as the sustainability credentials of these

business projects.
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<+ SATHI Portal

» It is a Centralized Online System for seed traceability, authentication and inventory designed to
deal with the challenges of seed production, quality seed identification and seed certification.

*

It has been developed by the NIC in collaboration with the Union Ministry of Agriculture and

Y

Farmers Welfare on the theme of ‘Uttam Beej - Samriddh Kisan'.

v

It is an initiative of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Govt. of India.
» The portal aims to curb the sale of spurious seeds and ensure quality seeds reach farmers.

It will Enhance and ensure the quality and purity of seed through the complete digital platform

Y

to cover entire Seed Life Cycle over multiple generations
» Increase accountability with the help of seed traceability through multiple modules

» Improve the on-field efficiency of Seed Certification Inspector by reducing human error and
integrating technology into the system
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“* PRAYAG PLATFORM

» Platform for Real-time Analysis of Yamuna, Ganga and their Tributaries

» It is an online dashboard that monitors the quality of river water, the performance of

sewage treatment plants, and common effluent treatment plants.

» It also helps with planning and monitoring projects and river water quality through

various online dashboards
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* Species in News: PROSOPIS CHILENSIS

» An alien invasive plant is threatening to pulverise native vegetation across 21 islands in the

Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve (GoMBR).

» It is a drought-resistant plant native to the arid regions of four South American countries

— Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, and Peru.
» The Prosopis chilensis is also known as Chilean mesquite.

» It is a small to medium-sized legume tree that grows up to 12 m in height and 1 m in

diameter

» Most of the islands have sand dunes along their coastlines with salt-dominant plant

species.

» Some of the islands contain trees while the marshy sections of some of the islands are

occupied by mangroves and allied species
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< LIGO-India, gravitational-wave detector

>

>

>

Y

Y
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It will be the third of its kind, other than LIGO in Louisiana and Washington in the U.S.
LIGO-India will work in tandem with them.
Joint project of India-US to study gravitational waves

Expected to enhance scientific knowledge and astrophysics research not just in the

country, but the world,

To be built in Maharashtra’s Hingoli district, near the city of Aundha.
Expected to be operational by 2030.

Third LIGO site in the world

Comprises two 4-km-long vacuum tubes that work like antennae which can detect

gravitational waves caused by massive events in space, such as black holes colliding



** How does LIGO work?

» LIGO is essentially a massive L-shaped instrument, with each arm being 4 km long. Each

arm encases a steel vacuum tube called an interferometer.

» Laser pulses are shot through each arm and bounced back off a mirror at each end. A

detector monitors the timing and movement of these pulses.

» When a gravitational wave passes through the detector, the pulses will not return on

time. Scientists can use this and other such signals to study gravitational waves.

» LIGO is highly sensitive and can detect gravitational waves from distant galaxies,

hundreds of millions of light years away.

» For instance, the first gravitational wave observed by LIGO in 2015, according to the
estimates of scientists, was caused by the collision of two black holes about 1.3 billion

years ago.



» Gravitational Waves: Are made of energy and are released after major events involving the
most massive bodies in the universe, such as the merging of black holes, massive stars

exploding at the end of their lifetimes, and the collision of neutron stars.
» Gravitational waves carry information on the motions of objects in the universe.

» It allows us to observe further back into the history of the universe than ever before

» Original Form: Gravitational waves are not absorbed or reflected by the matter in the rest of

the universe

» Ability to “see through” objects between Earth and the gravitational wave source. - Hence

better than telescopes
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