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2) Administration of Bengal

1. Bengal = Bengal + Bihar + Orissa

2. Administration of Bengal _l

Mughal province » Emperor Aurangzeb
|
Bengal
A
| \
Subedar Diwan
} !
Azimushan Murshidkuli Khan

}

Farrukhsiyar appointed Subedar

|

Hereditary rule in Bengal

Murshidkuli=—» Alivardi Khan —» Siraj-ud-daula=—» mir jafar=—> Mir kasim —» Nazm-ud-daula —» Mubarak-Ud-daulah
(1770-75)
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1)

2)

3) Major Nawabs of Bengal

3.1) Murshidkuli Khan

Last subedar of Bengal appointed by the Mughal

emperor (Farrukhsiyar) and founder of the independent

state of Bengal.

Made Bengal prosperous by the following reforms:-

¥ To put down the revolt of the zamindars (Gulaab
Mohammad, Udayanarayan) capital was shifted
from Dhaka to Murshidabad.

+ Took land from small zamindars, converted it into
Khalsa land

¥ Loan System for Farmer (Tagabi Loan)

¥ Strengthening of monopoly system (recovery of
land revenue on contract)

+ Despite the problem with the royal decree of the

British, there was no protest

1)

2)

law Shujauddin became the Nawab of Bengal. After the

death of Shujauddin in 1739, son Sarfaraz Khan became

the Nawab of Bengal.

3.2) Alivardi Khan

Defeated Sarfaraz in the Battle of Giria in 1740 and

became the Nawab of Bengal.

Major work:-

+

After taking the approval of the post from the
Mughal Emperor Mohammad Shah, he stopped
sending the revenue.

Did not oppose the British

Engaged in Maratha war for 15 years, finally gave

Orissa to Marathas
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3)

Key statement:-

+

Comparing the British with a beehive, he said that

"if they are untouched, they will give us honey and
if they are teased, they will kill by biting".

It was advised to Siraj-ud-Daulah that "never trust

the British and drive them out of Bengal as soon as
he get a chance".

"At this time it is difficult to put out the fire on the

earth, if the flames start coming out of the sea too,

then who will be able to pacify them"

3.3) Siraj-ud-Daulah (1756-57)

1)  After Alvardi Khan, there was a successor conspiracy in

the family, the result of which

> -

—

Siraj-ud-daula, son of Alvardi Khan's
younger daughter, became the Nawab.

=  Aunt Ghasiti Begum
Siraj's Enemies<— =  Rajvallabh

=  Shaukat Jung

(Nawab of Purnia)

r = Amirchand (banker)
—> = Mir Jafar (Commander)

— = Raidurlabh (Diwan)

Other rebels {

~ = Jagatseth (Businessman)
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2) Siraj's attack on Qasim Bazar and Fort William (June 1756) British counterattack:

Reason :- —»> = |nvasion and recapture of Calcutta by
—> = Siraj's opponents Rajballav and Krishna Ballabh were Admiral Watson and Clive from Madras
given refuge by the British. = Result : Treaty of Alinagar (9 February
— = Abuse of Dastak given by Farrukhsiyar in 1717 by British 1757)

— = Fortification of Calcutta by British without permission of
Siraj
Effect :-

—> = 4 June 1756 Nawab attacked the English settlement of

f Alinagar

= signed on February 9, 1757, by
esh East Indin Company & Mirzs
wab of

Qasim Bazar
—> . 16 June 1756 Nawab's attack on Fort William and
Governor Drake and other Britishers fled to Fulta Island

= 20 June 1756 Calcutta renamed as Alinagar

—
—> = Description of the Black Hole by Holwell
>

=  On October 1756 Siraj defeated Shaukatjung at the
Battle of Manihari
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3) Treaty of Alinagar (9 February 1757)
—> 1+  Side - Robert Clive (English) and Bengal
Nawab Sirajuddaula Mr. Holwell in the book 'Alive the wonders'.

—>+  Cause - British recapture of Calcutta According to him, 146 British prisoners were

—>+  Main Provisions - imprisoned on the night of June 20, 1756, in a 18 feet

Re-permission to use “Dastak” long and 14 feet 10 inches wide dark cell on the

The British will do the fortifications of orders of the Nawab. Due to the June heat, on the
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Calcutta as per their wish. i morning of June 21, 1756, 123 of them died of
|
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The British will have the right to mint : '
€ British wiil have the night to min suffocation and only 23 remained, who were later

their own coins
returned to the British by the Nawab.

Nawab gave ¥ 3 lakh to the British as o _ .
But modern historians do not believe in the

compensation o o o
authenticity of this incident, the British have told
this incident in a big way, probably their only goal

was to prove Siraj-ud-daula as a cruel Nawab.

e
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4) Conspiracy of the British

Robert Clive conspired against Siraj by making a treaty
with the Nawab's courtiers to establish British rule over
Bengal even after the Treaty of Alinagar.

Amichand decided to take 50% of the money from the
Nawab's treasury and 30 lakhs as commission from
Clive.

Clive did not want to give so much money to
Amichand, so he got two treaty papers, for the treaty
to be signed with Mirzafar, one genuine and the other
forged, the letter written on white paper was real and
the letter written on red paper was forged.

In the original treaty, Mir Jafar promised to provide the

following facilities to the British:

All kinds of trade facilities to the company
He would accept their full authority over Calcutta.

Autority of fortifications in Dhaka and Kasim bazar

H+ +H+ +H  H

Company got Zamindari of 24 parganas near
Calcutta
¥  Sufficient money to Clive and other officials of the

company.

KM Panikkar has said about this treaty that
"It was such a deal in which the Seths of Bengal and

Mir Jafar sold the Nawab and Nawabi to the British.”
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5) Battle of Plassey (23 June 1757)

The Foundation of British rule in India lay in Bengal. East India Company had to fight the Battle of Plassey to

establish its power over Bengal.

Reason

Important statement Important events

Significance / Consequences of the Battle of Plassey



1)
2)

5.1) BROT

TR &1 TUHTASTD Jfeh dT defTed gRT AdTd R 88 3eeied &bl 3R
35T 3 YSAdS b GRT AdTd &b YA febTRal Bl 3797 el # fbar

ST GRT SIdP BT gOUINT

TT T BIGH FT5TR, WBIE fafeTad U 3feidbR d2T soid glel

3T lTR &t Ffel & €T Hi 319051 &l dig TR WR 3fUdR

fERTsTE et b 31gRefRiar :- 3T 31R. . AsfAeR A foiwar € T “afe Farer 7 ofterar
q B PIb HIGITH Bl gl T feidm g1dT dl 31 YSI=IbRE W &t 3Tdldbd
&1 5TTd deiT Y2 Ui B 4 1% 81 71T 81d, fibeg TaTel & ATed A 38T
g1 813 far| fodt I&d drRIdTEr & WM R dg T HRTH 9 He B 39d
7o W 717 3R 3eilact & 919 gaH1g fAad hi "




Reason

v

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

5.1) Reason

Humiliating treaty of Alinagar and accusation of its violation on Nawab by Clive.
British conspired against nawab by making their leading officer in their favor.
Abuse of Dastak by the British

Fortification by British without the permission of Nawab.

Nawab's possession of Qasim Bazar, Fort William and Black Hole

Even after the Treaty of Alinagar, the British had the authority over Chandra Nagar.
The short-sightedness of Siraj-ud-Daula :- Dr. R. C. Mazumdar has written that "If
the Nawab had acted quickly and had taken Mir Jafar prisoner, then the other
conspirators would have been themselves terrorized and the conspiracy would
have been a complete failure, but the courage of Nawab left his side. Instead of
taking any strict action, he himself went to meet Mir Jafar at his residence and

made pitiful pleas in the name of Alivardi”.
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5.2) Important Events

On 23 June 1757 Battle of Plassey on the bank of river Bhagirathi

Bengal - Siraj-ud-daula
(50,000 army) (Loyal -
Mohanlal and Mir Mardan)

British - Robert Clive
(3000 Army)

Result

= Victory of British
=  Mir Jafar was made a puppet Nawab of Bengal by British.

=  Meeran murdered Siraj-ud-Daulah.
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5.3) Significance / Consequences of the Battle of Plassey

Although the British won this war by deceit, Admiral Watson described this war as of extraordinary importance to the

British nation due to the following reasons:-

Establishment of British power in India

Victory in the Carnatic War and the Fall of the French

1) Political Consequences Puppet Nawabs (Mir Jafar, Mir Qasim) appointed by the Company in Bengal

Foundation stone of the battle of Buxar

Robert Clive was called the founder of the British Empire and the general

born from heaven (William Pitt).
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Economic plight of bengal
Received 5.5 million pounds as war compensation

2.34 lakh pounds to Robert Clive

2) Economic Consequences

Company got Zamindari of 24 Parganas

Abolition of tax on private trade of British

Decrease in trading cost of company result in Increase of profit

It is clear from the above effects that the Battle of Plassey started a long process of changes which

paved the way of the conquest of entire India for the British .
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5.4) Important Statements

Admiral Watson :- The Battle of Plassey is of 6)
extraordinary importance not only to the Company but
to the British race in general.

Sarkar & Dutta: - The moral effect of the victory of the
Battle of Plassey was enormous. Humiliation of a
provincial subedar by a foreign company increased the
company's power and glory in an extraordinary way.
Malsen:- There has never been such a war whose
Immediate and permanent results have been as
Important as battle of Plassey.

Tarachand :- Battle of Plassey started a long process of
changes which changed the nature of India, and

changed the economic and administrative system

prevailing from centuries.

Shri Navin Chandra Sen:- After the battle of Plassey, the
endless dark night started in India.
Sir Jadunath Sarkar:- On 23 June 1757, the medieval era

ended in India and the modern era began.
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