





Major Plateaus of South

Plateau

Altiplano

Brazilian Highlands
Guyana Highlands
Patagonian Plateau
Gran Chaco

Puna

Guiana Highlands

America

Location

Bolivia, Peru

Brazil

Guyana, Venezuela,
Argentina, Chile

Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay
Argentina, Chile,

Guyana, Suriname,

Significance

High elevation
Biodiversity hotspot
Tepuis

Steppe ecosystem
Dry scrub forests
Volcanoes

Ancient mountains
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Altiplano
» Located in Bolivia and Peru, the Altiplano is a high-elevation plateau
known for its extreme altitude and unique ecosystems.

» It is home to endemic species adapted to the harsh conditions, including
the vicufia and the Andean flamingo.

» The Altiplano is a significant cultural region, inhabited by indigenous
communities that have preserved their traditional way of life for centuries
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Brazilian Highlands
» The Brazilian Highlands encompass a vast plateau region in Brazil,
characterized by its diverse ecosystems and rich biodiversity.

» It is considered a biodiversity hotspot, hosting a wide range of plant and
animal species, including the jaguar and the giant anteater.

» The Brazilian Highlands also hold substantial mineral resources, such
as iron ore and gold, contributing to the region's economic significance
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Guyana Highlands

» Stretching across Guyana, Venezuela, Suriname, and French
Guiana, the Guyana Highlands feature ancient mountains known

as tepuis.

» These table-top mountains have unique flora, including endemic
species such as the carnivorous plant known as the "pitcher
plant.”

» The Guyana Highlands has cultural significance, as they are
associated with indigenous communities and are believed to hold
spiritual and mythological importance.
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Patagonian Plateau

» Situated in Argentina and Chile, the Patagonian Plateau is characterized
by its vast steppe ecosystem, dominated by grasslands and scrub

vegetation.

» The plateau is known for its fossil deposits, providing valuable insights
into the region’s ancient flora and fauna.

» It is a windswept and sparsely populated region, with some areas
designated as national parks to protect its unique ecological features.
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Gran Chaco

» The Gran Chaco spans across Argentina, Bolivia, and Paraguay,
featuring a mix of dry scrub forests, savannas, and wetlands.

» It is home to indigenous cultures that have adapted to the challenging
conditions and maintain a deep connection to the land.

» The Gran Chaco harbours rich biodiversity, including endangered
species like the jaguar and the Chacoan peccary, making it

ecologically significant.









Puna

» The Puna plateau extends across Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, and Peru,
encompassing a high-altitude region with volcanic activity.

» It is characterized by vast stretches of arid plains, dotted with
volcanoes and volcanic cones.

» The Puna is associated with traditional cultures that have adapted to

the challenging environment, preserving their ancestral knowledge

and practices
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Lake Poopo

This used to be South America’s second largest lake but the water level kept dropping until it dried up in
2015, when it was declared dead. This has happened before and the lake has recovered, but after this many
years, it's not looking very likely in the modern age of man-made global warming.



Lake Titicaca - Peru and Bolivia



Lake Titicaca - Peru and Bolivia

v" Among the largest lakes in South America, Titicaca might be the most famous one. This Andes
mountain lake resides on the border of Bolivia and Peru and is 3,235 square miles. Nearly made

up of 2 lakes, the Lago Grande and Lago Pequefio subbasins are connected by the narrow Strait
of Tiquina.

v The lake is home to over 330 aquatic species and is an important source of food and water for

the local people. It is also known for its picturesque beauty, offering stunning views of the
surrounding Andes Mountains, valleys, and plains
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Lake Maracaibo - Venezuela

v |ake Maracaibo in Venezuela lies at a whopping 0.130 square miles. It is the largest lake in
South America and the largest inlet in the world, located in the northwest corner of the country

and is connected to the Caribbean Sea by a narrow channel.

v The lake is famous for its spectacular lightning storms which have earned it the title of “The
Lake of Lightning.” The lake is also home to a wide variety of fish species and is a popular
fishing destination.
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Merin Lagoon - Uruguay and Brazil

» Merin Lagoon is a coastal lagoon located on the border between Uruguay and Brazil,
near the Atlantic Ocean. It is part of the Rio de la Plata Estuary, which is the second-
largest estuary in the world

» The area is also home to several species of mammals, such as the capybara (the
world's largest rodent) and the marsh deer. The lagoon is a popular destination for

birdwatching, fishing, and recreation.
»
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Viedma Lake - Argentina

v' This Patagonian lake is near the border of Chile, located in Argentina. It is the largest lake in Patagonia and
the fourth-largest lake in South America. It is fed by several rivers, including the Rio Chico. the Rio Maipo,
and the Rio Puelo.

v |tis also home to a variety of fish species, including the South American lake trout, the rainbow trout, and
the brown trout.

v The lake is a popular destination for fishing, boating, and other recreational activities. It is also a popular

spot for birdwatching, as it is home to a variety of migratory and resident species. including the Andean
condor.
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San Martin Lake - Chile and Argentina

The deepest lake in South America has twa different names: ['Higgins Lake on the Chile
Side and San Martin Lake on the Argentina side.
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Mar Chiquita - Argentina

v Translating to "small ocean,” this lake is far from small, but it's difficult to define its surface area because
that changes a lot depending on the season. It could be classified as the continent's largest lake during the
rainy season, but then the size drops by two-thirds during drought periods

v Itis a Ramsar-recognized wetlands site and is of international importance for its wetland habitats and a
popular tourist destination, particularly in summer, when its beaches and warm, calm waters attract

thousands of peaple. One of the most popular spots near Cordaba, this lake is both beautiful and lively, with
food options on the weekends, chair rentals, and more.
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General Carrera Lake - Chile and Argentina

» The largest lake in Chile, General Carrera Lake, also known as Lake Buenos Aires, is shared by the two
countries.

» |t's a glacial lake and is located in the Patagonian region, its deep blue waters surrounded by rugged
mountains, vast glaciers, and lush evergreen forests.

» [beneral Carrera Lake is known for its excellent trout fishing, and is a popular spot for water sports
like kayaking, as well as for camping and hiking opportunities
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Lake Argentino - Argentina

» lake Argentino is located in Patagonia, Argentina not far from the border with Chile. The
biggest freshwater lake in the country, Lake Argentina is within the Los Glacires National Park.
a popular tourist destination.

» The spectacular lake is fed by two major rivers, the Santa Cruz River and the Chico.

» This lake is well-known to visitors as part of it is the setting for one of the most popular places
in Argentina, the Perito Morenao Glacier
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Lake Valencia - Venezuela

v located in northern Venezuela, this 140-square-mile lake resides in the Aragua
valley. There are several islands within it, both inhabited and not.

v |t haslong been a lake in trouble: Alexander von Humboldt used it as an example in
papers about climate change caused by humans after a visit way back in [800. With
Venezuela's complete economic meltdown in the past decade and a half, the water
quality has continued to deteriorate.
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President Rios Lake - Chile

» This Chilean lake equates to |2] square miles, so we're starting on the smaller end of the largest lakes.
However, its size is no small feat. It managed to stay hidden for quite a long time

» it is rumored that the native Chona people discovered the lake far earlier and kept it a secret. It's in the

middle of the Taito Peninsula, in a secluded area not served by roads west of Laguna San Rafael national
park and mountains.
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