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Ideal conditions for coral growth

» Corals thrive in tropical waters-between 30°N and 30°S latitudes.

» The ideal depths for coral growth are 45 m to 55 m below sea
surface, where there is abundant sunlight available.

» The temperature of water should be around 20°C.

» Clear salt water is suitable for coral growth, while both fresh water
and highly saline water are harmful for polyp growth.

» Adequate supply of oxygen and microscopic marine food, called
plankton, is essential for growth and existence. As the food supply is

more abundant on the seaward side, corals grow more rapidly on the

seaward side.
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Types Of Coral

Harma type Aharmatype  Soft Hard
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Fringing Coral Reef

» The coral reefs that are found very close to the land and
forms a shallow lagoon known as Boat Channel are called
Fringing Coral Reefs.

» The Fringing Reefs develop along the islands and the
continental margins. They grow from the deep bottom of
the sea and have their seaward side sloping steeply into the
deep sea.

Fringing Reefs are the most commonly found coral reefs Fringing Reef
among the three.

‘/4

» example Sakau Island in New Hebrides, South Florida Reef.
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Barrier Coral Reef




Barrier Coral Reef

» Barrier Reefs are considered as the largest, highest and
widest reefs among the three coral reefs.

» They develop off the coast and parallel to the shore as a
broken and irregular ring. Being the largest reef among
the all, they run for 100kms and is several kilometres
wide.

» One example of Barrier Reef is the Great Barrier Reef of
Australia which is 1200 mile long.
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