
vH;kl iz'u% xka/kjkbZ dyk esa eè; ,f'k;kbZ ,oa 
;wukuh&cSfDVª;kbZ rRoksa dks mtkxj dhft,A (UPSC-

2019, 150 'kCn)  

mÙkj% xkaèkkj dyk dk fodkl r{kf'kyk ds 
vkl&ikl ds {ks=kksa esa gqvk FkkA xkaèkkj dyk ;wukuh 
dyk vkSj Hkkjrh; dyk ds feJ.k dk ifj.kke gSA 
fldanj ds le; ls Hkweè;lkxjh; {ks=kksa vkSj Hkkjr 
ds chp vkfFkZd ,oa lkaLÑfrd vknku&iznku gksus 
yxk FkkA xkaèkkj dyk esa lkaLÑfrd leUo; fn[kkbZ 
nsrk gSA 

  xkaèkkj dyk esa dbZ laLÑfr;ksa dk Li"V 
izHkko fn[krk gS ftlesa eè; ,f'k;kbZ ,oa ;wukuh 
cSfDVª;kbZ rRoksa dks blh lanHkZ esa ns[kk tkuk pkfg;s] 
tks bl izdkj gSaµ 

Exercise Question: Highlight the Central Asian and 

Greco-Bactrian elements in Gandhara art. [UPSC 

2019 150 words] 

Answer: Gandhara art flourished in the regions 

surrounding Taxila and is a product of the blending 

of Indo-Greek artistic traditions. Following 

Alexander’s conquests, there was an increase in 

economic and cultural interactions between the 

Mediterranean regions and India, resulting in a 

cultural fusion that is evident in Gandhara art. 

  Gandhara art exhibits distinct influences 

from various cultures, including Central Asian and 

Greek-Bactrian elements. 



;wukuh dyk dk izHkko& 

  ewfrZ fuekZ.k ds fy, xgjs uhys vkSj dkys iRFkj 
dk iz;ksxA 'kjhj dks lkS"Bo;qDr fn[kkuk vFkkZr~ 
'kjhj dks ;FkkFkZoknh :i nsuk ftlesa ek¡lisf'k;k¡ 
vkSj 'kjhj dks lqMkSy cukukA 

  xkaèkkj dyk esa jkseu dyk dk Hkh izHkko ns[kk 
tk ldrk gS ftlesa ewfrZ dh ltkoV ij fo'ks"k cy 
fn;k x;k gS vFkkZr~ Hkkjh ek=kk esa ltkoV] 
jkteqdqV] vkHkw"k.k vkfnA 

xkaèkkj dyk esa eè; ,f'k;kbZ rRoksa dk izHkko% 

  xkaèkkj dyk ds varxZr ewfrZ dks tks frdksuh 
Vksih iguk;h tkrh gS] og eè; ,f'k;kbZ rRo dks 
iznf'kZr djrh gSA blds lkFk gh ewfrZ fuekZ.k esa pwus 
dk iz;ksx HkhA 

 The impact of Greek art is notable through the 

use of dark blue and black stones for crafting idols 

and the emphasis on realistically depicting the 

human body, with attention given to muscular 

details and body proportions. 

 The influence of Roman art can also be seen in 

Gandhara art, particularly in the lavish decoration 

of idols, such as intricate crowns and ornamental 

adornments. 

Gandhara art reflects the influence of Central 

Asian elements:-  

 For instance, the triangular cap worn by the 

idols are indicative of Central Asian styles. 

Additionally, the use of lime for  idol-making is 

another characteristic feature. 



 xkaèkkj dyk esa Hkkjrh; dyk dk Hkh izHkko fn[krk 
gS ftlesa ewfrZ ds eq[k ij vè;kRe ykus dk iz;kl 
fd;k x;k gSA 

 bl izdkj mi;qZDr fooj.k ls xkaèkkj dyk esa eè; 
,f'k;kbZ ,oa ;wukuh&cSfDVª;kbZ rRoksa dh fo'ks"krk 
Li"V gks tkrh gSA xkaèkkj dyk ds varxZr Hkkjr esa 
cq¼ dh ewfrZ;k¡ vfèkd cuk;h x;haA 

 eFkqjk ,oa xka/kj dyk 'kSyh esa vUrj ds fcUnq 

1-  xka/kj dyk dk ekSfyd {ks=k mÙkj&if'pe esa 
r{kf'kyk ,oa vkl ikl dk {ks=k jgk Fkk] tcfd 
eFkqjk dyk dk {ks=k eFkqjk] vkxjk vkSj 
vkl&ikl dk {ks=k jgk FkkA 

 Lastly, Gandhara art displays the 

influence of Indian art, as seen in the attempts to 

capture spirituality on the faces of the idols. 

 In summary, the distinct characteristics 

of Central Asian and Greco-Bactrian elements in 

Gandhara art are evident from the above 

description. Furthermore, it is worth noting that a 

significant number of Buddha statues were made 

in India under the Gandhara art. 

 Difference between Mathura and Gandhara 

styles – 

1. Gandhara art originated in Taxila and the 

surrounding north-west region, while Mathura 

art flourished in Mathura, Agra, and the 

neighboring areas. 



2- eFkqjk dyk czkã.k] ckS¼ vkSj tSu lHkh iaFkksa ls 
lEc¼ Fkh] rks xka/kj dyk eq[;r% mÙkj&if'pe esa 
ckS¼ iaFk ls lEc¼ jgh FkhA 

3- xka/kj dyk esa dPps eky vFkok lkexzh ds :i esa 
xgjs uhys iRFkj vFkok dkys iRFkj dk ç;ksx gksrk 
Fkk] rks eFkqjk dyk esa yky iRFkj dkA 

4- xka/kj dyk dk n`f"Vdks.k ;FkkFkZoknh Fkk] rks 
eFkqjk dyk dk vkn'kZoknhA nwljs 'kCnksa esa] xka/kj 
dyk esa ewfrZ ds 'kjhj dh cukoV] diM+ksa dh 
flyoVsa vkfn dk cM+k gh ;FkkFkZoknh fp=k.k 
fd;k x;k gS] tcfd eFkqjk dyk esa 'kjhj dh 
cukoV dks egRo ugha fn;k x;k] diM+s Hkh 
ikjn'khZ ,oa 'kjhj ls fpids gq, fn•k, tkrs gSaA 
blesa dsoy ewfrZ ds eq• ij vkè;kfRedrk n'kkZus 
ij fo'ks"k cy fn;k tkrk gSA ewfrZ;k¡ çk;% 
fopkjeXu fn•rh gSaA 

2. Mathura art was associated with multiple sects 

including Brahmin, Buddhist, and  Jain, whereas 

Gandhara art was predominantly connected to 

the Buddhism in the north-west. 

3. Gandhara art employed dark blue or black stone 

as its primary material, while Mathura art utilized 

red stone. 

4. Gandhara art leaned towards realism, 

highlighting intricate details such as the texture 

of the idol  physical appearance and folds of 

clothing. In contrast, Mathura art leaned towards 

idealism. The focus was not on depicting body 

texture but rather on portraying transparent and 

closely-fitted garments. The emphasis in Mathura 

art was on showcasing spirituality primarily 

through the expressions on the face of the idols, 

often depicting them deeply involved in 

contemplation. 


