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Exercise Question: Highlight the Central Asian and
Greco-Bactrian elements in Gandhara art. [UPSC
2019 150 words]

Answer: Gandhara art flourished in the regions
surrounding Taxila and is a product of the blending
of Indo-Greek artistic traditions. Following
Alexander’s conquests, there was an increase in
economic and cultural interactions between the
Mediterranean regions and India, resulting in a

cultural fusion that is evident in Gandhara art.

Gandhara art exhibits distinct influences
from various cultures, including Central Asian and

Greek-Bactrian elements.
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The impact of Greek art is notable through the
use of dark blue and black stones for crafting idols
and the emphasis on realistically depicting the
human body, with attention given to muscular
details and body proportions.

The influence of Roman art can also be seen in
Gandhara art, particularly in the lavish decoration
of idols, such as intricate crowns and ornamental
adornments.

Gandhara art reflects the influence of Central
Asian elements:-

For instance, the triangular cap worn by the
idols are indicative of Central Asian styles.
Additionally, the use of lime for idol-making is
another characteristic feature.
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Lastlyy, Gandhara art displays the
influence of Indian art, as seen in the attempts to
capture spirituality on the faces of the idols.

In summary, the distinct characteristics
of Central Asian and Greco-Bactrian elements in
Gandhara art are evident from the above
description. Furthermore, it is worth noting that a
significant number of Buddha statues were made
in India under the Gandhara art.

] Difference between Mathura and Gandhara
styles —

1. Gandhara art originated in Taxila and the
surrounding north-west region, while Mathura
art flourished in Mathura, Agra, and the
neighboring areas.
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Mathura art was associated with multiple sects
including Brahmin, Buddhist, and Jain, whereas
Gandhara art was predominantly connected to
the Buddhism in the north-west.

Gandhara art employed dark blue or black stone
as its primary material, while Mathura art utilized
red stone.

Gandhara art leaned towards realism,
highlighting intricate details such as the texture
of the idol physical appearance and folds of
clothing. In contrast, Mathura art leaned towards
idealism. The focus was not on depicting body
texture but rather on portraying transparent and
closely-fitted garments. The emphasis in Mathura
art was on showcasing spirituality primarily
through the expressions on the face of the idols,
often depicting them deeply involved Iin
contemplation.



