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Questions for Practice
Consider the followi tat ts ding Global AT qay
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3. It has been launched by the United Nation

Environment Program. )( c sﬁwgmﬂgmulmma’faﬁmm%l
How many statements given above is/are correct? wﬁqmﬁmqﬁ?@o
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Questions for Practice

The NAMASTE scheme is a joint
Scheme of the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment along with

a. Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare

b. Ministry of Panchayati Raj
C. Ministry of Rural Development

d. Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs
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Questions for Practice

Sickle cell Anemia is

a. Deficiency Disease

b. Genetic Disease

c. Communicable Disease
’

d. None
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Questions for Practice
Which of the following is (not Fafafas 7 | 3 fafaa By o1 um

considered as part of Lithi Tel /1T STaT 82
Triangle?

a. 3feicHr
A. Argentina

b. didifaar
B. Bolivia

c. fuet
C. Chile —

A CE )|

D. Venezuela



Questions for Practice

Consider the following statements with
respect to Vayulink System

1. It uses NAVIC to send radio communication
::o the base station when the signals are
ow.

2. It prevents aircraft collision and provides
better combat teaming

3. India has acquired the vayulink system
from Israel

How many statements given above is/are
correct?

a. Only one
b. Only two
c. All three

d. None

Consider the following statements with

respect to Vayulink System

It uses NAVIC to send radio communication
to the base station when the signals are

low.

e

. It prevents aircraft collision and provides

better combat teaming

3. India has acquired the vayulink system
from Israel

How many statements given above
correct?

a. Only one

_ 4 only two

c. All three

d. None

is/are
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<+ UDAN 5.1
» UDAN 1.0: 5 airlines companies were awarded 128 flight
routes to 70 airports (including 36 newly made operational

airports)
UDAN 2.0: 73 underserved and unserved airports were

announced and for the first time, helipads were also
connected.

» UDAN 3.0: In coordination with the Ministry of Tourism,
Tourism Routes were included. In addition to Seaplanes
for connecting Water Aerodromes, several routes in the
North-East Region came under the ambit of the scheme.

» UDAN 4.0: Gave impetus to North-Eastern Regions, Hilly
States, and Islands. The operation of helicopters and

seaplanes incorporated.

» UDAN 5.0 where the focus is on Category-2 (20-80 seats)
and Category-3 (>80 seats) aircraft.

‘-/-r



» Similarly, the cap of 600 km has been removed and there is
no restriction on the distance between the origin and

destination of the flight

» One key update is the expanded operational scope for
operators, allowing routes where either the origin or
destination location falls within a priority area. Previously,

both points had to be in priority areas to qualify.

» Additionally, the scheme has reduced airfare caps by up to 25
percent to make helicopter travel more affordable for

passengers.
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Laundromat Countries

“"Laundromat” countries are nations that purchase cheap crude oil from
Russia, convert it into refined petroleum products, and then "launder” these

in Europe and other G7 countries.

According to the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA), the
five "laundromat” countries are: India, China, Turkey, UAE, Singapore.

These countries are responsible for 70% of Russia’s crude oil exports.

The "laundromat” countries have openly bypassed the sanctions that were
imposed by the West on Russia.

As a result, these countries have been purchasing crude oil from Russia at a
cheaper price.

In 2022, India emerged as the leading exporter of refined oil products at 3.7
million tonnes to Price Cap Coalition countries. This is an increase of 0.3

million tonnes from 2021.

The Price Cap Coalition (PCC), composed of Australia, Canada, the EU,
Japan, the UK, and the US,



» They have introduced three different price caps, which are currently in force and subject to

periodic revision.

Y

The mechanism agreed by PCC set one price cap for Russian oil (3 December 2022) and

two caps for petroleum products shipped to third countries (4 February 2023).
» This mechanism helps addressing inflation and keeping energy costs stable.

» The price caps prohibit operators from members of the PCC to trade, broker or transport
petroleum products that originate in or that have been exported from Russia to third

countries, unless they are sold at or below the price caps.

» They also prohibit the provision of services (e.g. insurance) or financial assistance related
to this trading, brokering or transporting, unless the petroleum products are sold at or

below the price caps.
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+» Great pacific garbage patches
<+ The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is a collection of marine debris in the

North Pacific Ocean.

» Also known as the Pacific trash vortex, the garbage patch is actually two distinct
collections of debris bounded by the massive North Pacific Subtropical Gyre.

» The Great Pacific Garbage Patch, also known as the Pacific trash vortex, spans waters from

the West Coast of North America to Japan.

» The patch is actually comprised of the Western Garbage Patch, located near Japan, and the
Eastern Garbage Patch, located between the U.S. states of Hawai'i and California

» The circular motion of the gyre draws debris into this stable center, where it becomes

trapped.
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“* Meri LiFE App
» MeriliFE empowers individuals to lead a sustainable lifestyle by

making pro-planet choices in their daily lives.

» The app is inspired by the concept of LIiFE, introduced by the
Honourable Prime Minister at COP 26,

» The concept pf LIFE emphasizes mindful and deliberate utilization

instead of mindless and wasteful consumption.

» The Meri LiFE mobile application aims to enable a greater community
of young people to emerge as Pro-Planet-Persons, changemakers and
solution providers towards some of the greatest environmental

problems we are confronted with today, through phygital mediums.



» Meri LiFE is a marketplace where young people can explore their interests, find Climate
Change and Environmental Sustainability focused opportunities that match their

interests, and sign up to act on issues that matter the most to them
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< Bluebugging
» Bluebugging is a hacking technique that allows attackers to access a device with a

Bluetooth connection.

Once the device accesses a compromised link, the attacker can take full control of it

‘7

» Bluebugging can target devices such as phones, tablets, laptops, and even earphones,

speakers, and smartwatches.

It's conducted by exploiting a security flaw in the Bluetooth protocol.

Ve . ¥

Once a device is blue-bugged, the entire control of the phone is accessible to the hacker.

v‘!

The hackers can retrieve all the data including messages, calls, and sensitive information

from the device.
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<+ Space science and Technology AwaReness Training (START)

» ISRO has launched a new introductory-level online training programme called ‘Space

Science and Technology Awareness Training (START)’

» It is aimed at post-graduate and final-year undergraduate students of physical sciences

and technology.

» The programme will cover various domains of space science, including Astronomy &

Astrophysics, Heliophysics & Sun-Earth interaction, Instrumentation, and Aeronomy.

» It will be delivered by the scientists from Indian academia and ISRO centres.



< Eligibility of Candidates

» Category-1: Post-graduate students and final year under graduate students of physical
sciences (Physics and Chemistry) and technology (e.g. Electronics, Computer Science,
Mechanical, Applied Physics, Radiophysics, Optics & Opto-electronics, Instrumentation
and other associated subjects) studying in Indian educational

institutes/Universities/Colleges are eligible to be considered for the training.

» Category-2: Interested individual participants (including students who are not eligible /
could not join through the category-1) of any background can directly register and

attend the live sessions through Youtube Channel of IIRS
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“ India and Asian Development Bank: Country partnership

strategy (CPS)

» The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has launched a new country
partnership strategy (CPS) for India.

» The partnership will focus on deepening its engagement with the nation,
while simultaneously supporting India’s drive for robust, climate-resilient,

and inclusive growth.

» It will also focus on accelerating structural transformation and job
creation, promoting climate-resilient growth, and deepening social and

economic inclusiveness, during its partnership period 2023-2027.



» ADB has announced to contribute to the nation’s national flagship
programmes on developing industrial corridors, multimodal logistics

systems, urban infrastructure, skill ecosystem, and small businesses.



+ Asian Development Bank

» The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a multilateral development
bank that aims to reduce poverty in Asia and the Pacific.

» It was established in 1966 and is headquartered in the Philippines.

» It has 68 members, 49 from Asia and the Pacific and 19 from

outside
» India is among the founding members of this Bank

» US and Japan (15.6% each) are the largest shareholders of ADB in

non-borrowing category

» China (6.4%) and India (6.3%) are the largest shareholders of ADB

in borrowing category
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“* NATO Plus
» The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is a military alliance of 31

nations, mainly the US and some European countries.

» NATO Plus includes five more member nations considered allies of
the US - namely: Australia, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand and

Israel

» The platform was formalized in 2019 and its primary goal is to

enhance defence cooperation among NATO's global partners.



<+ What is NATO?

» It is an intergovernmental military alliance, established by the North Atlantic Treaty
(Washington Treaty) of 1949, to provide collective security against the Soviet Union.

» There are currently 31 member states. Its original members were Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the

United Kingdom, and the United States. Finland is the newest member.

Vf

NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the

principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.”

» NATO is committed to the principle that an attack against one or several of its members
is considered as an attack against all. This is the principle of collective defence, which is
enshrined in Article 5 of the Washington Treaty. So far, Article 5 has been invoked once -
in response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the United States in 2001.
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“* BUSINESS READY (B-READY) PROJECT

» The World Bank Group is implementing a new corporate flagship,
B-READY

> It aims to measure the business and investment climates in 180
economies worldwide annually

Y

The report aims to help countries attract investment and increase
employment and productivity to accelerate development

» It replaces the World Bank Group's earlier Doing Business project,

» It focuses on ten topics that follow the life cycle of a firm,
covering areas like including Business Entry, Business Location,
Utility Services, Labor, Financial Services, International Trade,
Taxation, Dispute Resolution, Market Competition, and Business
Insolvency.

» The Business Ready project has been developed by a team of
professionals both from inside and outside the World Bank Group,
comprising members from governments, private entities, and civil
society organizations.
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“ CITIHES 2.0

» City Investments to Innovate, Integrate and Sustain 2.0 (CITIIS 2.0) is a four-year
program that runs from 2023 to 2027.

» It is part of the Government of India’'s Smart Cities Mission and aims to promote
integrated waste management and climate-oriented reform.

» The CITIIS 2.0 will be implemented in 18 cities which would be selected based on a
competition.

» It would span over a period of four years from 2023-2027 and has been conceived
and would be implemented in partnership with the French Development Agency
(AFD), Kreditanstalt fiir Wiederaufbau (KfW), the European Union (EU), and
National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA)

» The funding for CITIIS 2.0 would include a loan of Rs 1760 crore from AFD and
KfW, split equally, and a technical assistance grant of Rs 106 crore from the
European Union
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< Logistics Performance Index (LPI) Report, 2023,- JNP port
» Context: Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA), India’s leading

container port, has achieved a global milestone in container cargo
handling with a remarkable turnaround time (TAT) of only 22 hours,
the World Bank’'s 2023 Logistics Performance Index (LPI)

» Released by : World Bank
» India’s rank - 38/139

» India was ranked 44th on the index in 2018 and has now climbed to
38th in the 2023 listing. India’s performance has drastically improved
from 2014, when it was ranked 54th on the LPL

» Till 2018, it was a biennial report.



» The LPlI report evaluates countries’ trade

logistics performance across six dimensions:

e clearance process efficiency,

o quality of trade and transport-related infrastructure,
e ease of arranging competitively priced shipments,
e ———

e competence and quality of logistics services,

e ability to track and trace consignments, and

o frequency of on-time consignee deliveries.
e BT A, o
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