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N\
/ Current Context

Recently, a six-year-
old girl is alleged to
have been sexually
assaulted in
Delhi by a school
van driver.
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ROCSOFACI
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The POCSO Act

- It was introduced This Act is gender i
_(Protection of under the Ministry of neutral V\?hich eltt:;ﬁ;’:::::f :;f
Children from Sexual Women and Child provides protection Special Courts for

Offences) was Development, to to children of both the purpose of
enacted by the reduce the heinous sexes under the age speedy trial of such

Parliament in 2012 crime and sexual of 18 years. offercas

to prevent children assault against the i

aged less than 18 child.

from offences like

sexual harassment. v v v

“Protectio ren from Sexual Offences *
endment) Act, 2019

The amendment Act has a number of provisions to safeguard children from offences of sexual
assault and sexual harassment.

v According to the amendment Act, if a person commits sexual offences against children
below 12 years of age, he will be punished with death penalty or life imprisonment and if the
sexual offence with child below the age of 16 years,he will be punished with imprisonment
upto 20 years, which may extend to life imprisonment with a fine

v In case of rape with women, offender will be punished with an imprisonment of 10 years to
lifeimprisonment.

v This Act prescribes mainly sexual offences against children such as penetrative sexual
assault, aggravated penetrative sexual assault and aggravated sexual assault.
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Provisions of POCSO A

The police are required to
bring the child to the attention The police should wear a simple
of the Child Welfare Committee attire while questioning, to avoid
(CWC) within 24 hours of frightening to the child.
receiving the report.

The Act provides for the establishment
of special procedures for reporting of The child is not to be
cases, recording statement of the repeatedly called to testify in
child victim without revealing the courtroom.

identity of the children.

In our country, the crimes
related to child assaults have
1 increased inrecent years.

The POCSO Act punishes sexual offences
committed against both male and female
child victims whereas the Indian Penal
Code does not take into account rape
committed on a male child.

It strengthens the legal provisions
for the protection of children from
sexual abuse and exploitation.
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Age of consent
Medical examination

Child marriage: Underthe POCSO Act, the spouse of a child bride below the age of 18 can be penalized.

Pendency of cases

Sexual abuse of a
child causes mental
health issue which
results in

depression,

emotional anguish,
and mental
impairment.
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The medical
examination of a
female child should
be done only by a

female medical

officer or doctor.
The number of
female doctor or
female medical
officer should be

made more
available.
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A POCSO trial
should be
completed within
one year from the
special court taking
cognisance of the
offence. The
evidence of the
victim should be
recorded within 30
days of such
cognisance.
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