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Current Contexi

The Biden administration has
said it has begun sharing
evidence with the International
Criminal Court (ICC) in The
Hague on war crimes
committed in Ukraine.

About International Criminal Court (ICC)
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O The Rome Statute, which served as the ICC's foundation treaty, was approved
by the UN General Assembly in Rome, before the court's operations began in
2002.

O ThelCC, located in The Hague, the Netherlands, is an independent judiciary
body which is the world's first permanent international criminal court.

O Itconducts investigations and, where necessary, prosecutes those accused of
the most serious offences of concern to the world community, including
genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and acts of aggression.

O Currently, 123 countries are members of the ICC, with African countries
making up the largest bloc.

O India, along with China, Irag, North Korea, and Turkey, have never ratified
the Rome Statute, while the US, Russia, Israel, and Syria have signed it but
have never ratified it.



Composition

The ICC is composed of four organs: the Presidency, the Chambers, the Office of the

Prosecutor and the Registry.

Criticism of the Court

The Court has been
criticized for the haste
of its investigation
and sentencing. After
more than 19 years of
operation, it has
found 10 defendants
guilty and four
acquitted in a handful
of cases.
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It is criticized for
avoiding crimes
committed by rich
and strong states
such as the United
States.
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The Presidency is responsible for the administration of
the Courtandrepresentsthe Courttothe outside world.

The Chambers (Pre-Trial, Trial and Appeals)
comprise of 18 judges who fulfil the judicial functions
of the Court. They resolve all issues which arise
before the trial phase begin and decide on the
admissibility of situations and cases before the
Court. They ensure that trials are fair and

expeditious and are conducted with full respect
for the rights of the accused and due regard for
the protection of the victims and the witnesses.
They may uphold, reverse oramend a decision or
evenorderanewtrial.

The Office of the Prosecutor analyses
information on situations or alleged crimes within

the jurisdiction of the ICC, determines whether to
initiate an investigation and litigates cases before
the various Chambers of the Court.

The Registry provides administrative and
operational supportto the Courtandis responsible for
activities in relation to defence, victims,

The ICC has jurisdiction
applicable only for
crimes committed in
the territories of

State Parties.

communication and security matters.

The time, efforts and
financial resources
invested in the Court
by member countries
is not worth the
outcome.
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