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Manual Scavengin

Current Context

The Union Ministry of
Social Justice and
Empowerment has said that
only 508 districts (66%) out
of the total 766 districts in
the country have declared
themselves manual-
scavenging free.
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Two surveys have been
conducted in the year 2013 and
2018 to identify and rehabilitate
58,098 eligible manual scavengers.

No death has been reported due to
engaging in Manual Scavenging as per
the Ministry. However, 188 persons
have died due to accidents while
undertaking hazardous cleaning of
sewer and septictanks during 2019-22.

What is Manual Scav

e “Manual Scavenger” means a person engaged for manually cleaning, carrying, disposing of, or otherwise
handling in any manner, human excreta, before the excreta fully decomposes in such manner as may be
prescribed, and the expression “manual scavenging" shall be construed accordingly.”

O In 2013, the definition of manual scavengers was also broadened to include people employed to
clean septictanks, ditches, or railway tracks.

e The practice is banned in India under the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013 (PEMSR).

O The Act bans the use of any individual for manually cleaning, carrying, disposing of or otherwise
handlingin any manner, human excreta till its disposal.

O TheActrecognizes manual scavenging as a “dehumanizing practice.”




'Why is Manual Scavenging Still Prevalent in India

Lack of enforcement of the Act: The lack of enforcement of
the Act and exploitation of unskilled labourers are the reasons
why the practice is still prevalentin India.

Social reasons: Caste-based discrimination, poverty and lack
of skills are also the main reasons why this practice prevails.

Reluctance: Centre, states and local bodies have always been
reluctant on accepting the practice to prevail and hidden the real
data.

Lack of penal provisions: Provisions for punishment are
weak and there have been negligible serious legal proceedings
against people and organisations accused of engaging workers for
manual scavenging.

Lack of Budget: The FY 2023-24 Union Budget showed no
allocation for the rehabilitation scheme and in FY 2022-23, only Rs.
70 crore was allocated for the Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual
Scavengers (SRMS).




» SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989:
O This Act protects manual scavengers against exploitation.
» TheBuilding and Maintenance of Insanitary Latrines Act of 2013:

O It outlaws construction or maintenance of unsanitary toilets, and the hiring of anybody for their

manual scavenging, as well as of hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks.

(Proposed)

» The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation (Amendment) Bill, 2020- |
|

O It will be an amendment to the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their j

Rehabilitation Act, 2013.

» Supreme Court's Take:

/

O In2014,aSupreme Court order made it mandatory for the government to identify all those who died /

in sewage work since 1993 and provide Rs. 10 lakh each as compensation to their families.

O Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers

O The National Safai Karamcharis Finance and
Development Corporation (NSKFDC)

O Safaimitra Suraksha Challenge

'Swachhta Abhiyan' App

O National Action Plan for Mechanised Sanitation
Ecosystem (NAMASTE)

O

O

Conclusion

.................................................................

In the 21st century, manual scavenging in new India sounds an abhorrent
alarm about caste domination and the failure to acknowledge it is
deplorable.
O We mustshow hurry and asense of urgency.
O Equality, the dignity of labour, and justice have waited for too long
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