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SOURCE : https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/au.htm




e Pacific Ocean is the deepest Ocean in world & covers nearly 30% of Earth's surfa
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Oceania is a region made up of thousands of islands throughout the South Pacific Ocean. Oceania can be divided
into three island groups: continental islands, high islands, and low islands.

e TEIGIUN gl (Continental Islands)
o SAIIHEN &I (Volcanic Islands)

o Tard fHRI €1 (Coral/Atoll Islands)
o TdI®C gld (Sedimentary Islands)

HETGIUIT §IU (Continental Islands)

Coast Shore Sea Island Continental shelf Deep sea

Australia, Zealandia, and New Guinea are continental islands.
These three regions share some physical features:

All three have mountain ranges or highlands—the Great Dividing Range in Australia; the North Island Volcanic
Plateau and Southern Alps in New Zealand; and the New Guinea Highlands in Papua New Guinea.

These highlands are fold mountains, created as tectonic plates pressed together and pushed land upward.
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Current and waves Part of the mainland
eroding part of the cape or cape is cut off to
form an island

SOURCE : http://opentextbc.ca/geology/wp-content/uploads/sites/110/2015/07/image0551.png

v Islands created on Convergent and Divergent Oceanic plate boundaries due to tecto-volcanic
phenomena.
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Rara Wit gdlT  (Coral/Atoll Islands)

Volcanic island Fringing reef

SOURCE : https://opentextbc.ca/geology/wp-content/uploads/sites/110/2016/07/fringing-reef-a-barrier-reef-and-an-atoll.png
v 1 -

The formation of a fringing reef, a barrier reef, and an atoll around a subsiding tropical volcanic island
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Papua New Guinea And New Zealand
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UPSC PYQ 2018

Q. ConsiDer the following statements:

1. Most of the world's coral reefs are in tropical waters

2. More than one-third of the world'’s coral reefs are located in the territories of Australia, Indonesia and the
Philippines

3. Coral reefs host far more animal phyla than those hosted by tropical rainforests

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only (b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d)1,2and 3
UPSC MAINS PYQ

Q. Explain the formation of thousands of islands in Indonesian and Philippines archipelagos.
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